Sequencing of Topics


The sequencing of the topics for this Enlightenment unit would be based on logic and student learning processes.  The first item to be taught would have to be what Enlightenment meant and a small history of where it came from should be explained.  Because Enlightenment was defined by the thinkers of the time period it is only logical that these individuals and their ideas be pointed out and discussed.  Once the students have a grasp of the definition and a knowledge of the philosophers, it can be expected that the effects of these works would be examined.  Therefore, investigating the changes in large social institutions seems likely.  These global ideas will then be built upon with information regarding more specific topics like religion and the monarch system.  Finally, the students are now able to make the connections between a movement created by conversation and writings to revolutions for government control of entire countries.

