Statement of Purpose

“Reading furnishes the mind only with materials of knowledge; it is thinking that makes what we read ours.”

-John Locke


John Locke was one of many philosophers of the time period that became known as Enlightenment because they were spreading the belief that people could use reason, rational thought and education to change themselves, and therefore their station in life better. This quote emphasized that individuals could think independently from the vast array of powers that controlled their life; government, religion, social status and cultural expectations.  This time period is crucial for students to learn about because our own government and its philosophies are founded in the movement.  The United States values the very freedom these thinkers were encouraging people to participate in.  Students should be aware that their status in life was not always defined by individual opinions, economic desires and political choices that we take for granted today.  Teaching about the Enlightenment Period may empower students to really think about the questions life poses and create value in the individual freedom of thought these philosophers sought to encourage.

