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Students enter classrooms with different abilities, learning styles, as well as personalities and educators are suppose to make sure all students learn what the state mandates.  Something that is becoming more apparent is that students are more diverse than ever - culturally, emotionally, economically, physically, and intellectually and while we see this in the classroom, the public wants educators to be held accountable for their success, no matter the consequences (Wormeli, 2007).  As if teachers did not already have enough tasks to do in a day, they have to be able to deal with the student who is reading at an 11th grade level while others in the class are operating at a 7th grade level.  This wide range of abilities is because more students are being included into the regular classroom without much help other teachers.  It can be a difficult task dealing with students who finish an assignment quickly and students in the same class requiring more time and attention.  What is a teacher suppose to do in these types of situations?  Not only do differing abilities have an impact on learning but students come to class with varying experiences and learning styles.  Some students come to a class from different schools or from higher or lower class levels.  The variation in these experiences can make it harder for the teacher to get everyone on the same page and teach what needs to be taught.

Along with varying abilities and experiences, students possess different learning styles as well and the teacher has to try to teach in a variety of ways to ensure students learn in the best way possible.  Howard Gardner has identified seven distinct intelligences and ways in which one person learns and all of these intelligences are present in classrooms.  It can be near impossible for a teacher to teach in ways to reach all of these intelligences in one short lesson.  Wouldn’t it be ideal to have a teacher be able to implement all learning styles into their lesson plans so that all students would be learning to the best of their ability? I feel a curriculum on differentiated instruction should be introduced to all teachers so they can give their best attempt in educating all students and their special needs.  Differentiating instruction means implementing the mindset that teachers will do whatever it takes to maximize student learning instead of relying on a “one size fits all” method of instruction (Wormeli, 2007).  As a result of this curriculum, teachers will be able to understand what differentiated instruction is and how to construct units utilizing a variety of strategies and assessments.  There are various steps that teachers need to take in the lesson planning process to make sure they are doing everything to help all students succeed.  


These lessons can be developed to satisfy the Ohio Content Standards to make certain that students are learning what is required by the state.  This unit will help further the integrating of differentiating practices into the lessons by offering a variety of strategies that can be utilized in the classroom.  The teachers will be able to analyze different strategies that have been proven to work in other classrooms.  Throughout the lessons, teachers will be able to take part in certain strategies so they themselves can get a sense of what it is like to be the student during a strategy.  This will help them understand how the strategies work and how they can best implement them into their own classroom.  By becoming familiar with differentiating strategies, the teachers will start to feel more comfortable with implementing them into their own classrooms. 

This curriculum of differentiated instruction is tied to the progressive thinking in education in that the learning is connected in the real world around them (Chiarelott, 2006).  This connection to the real world makes the learning more relatable to students because they see the connection correlation between learning in and outside the classroom.  It also shows students that everyone learns differently and has distinctive strengths and weaknesses and this can help them when they leave the classroom. This unit allows classroom teachers to learn how to connect how students learn best and implement those strategies into their lessons.  Teachers will not be ignoring the differences in their students anymore and they will focus on real students and how they learn most efficiently.  This unit also utilizes authentic assessments, project methods, and self-directed learning that aligns with the contextual teaching and learning curricular practices which can all be connected to the progressive work of John Dewey, Colonel Francis Parker, and William Wirt (Chiarelott, 2006).  After teachers have completed this unit, it is with hope that they will feel more comfortable differentiating instructional strategies in their classrooms.  Teachers will also now have the tools of where to go to find strategies to fit the diverse needs of the students in their classrooms.
Unit and Unit Outcomes

Unit:  Differentiated Instruction Strategies

· Teachers will analyze whole group strategies by utilizing research materials. (Analysis)
· Teachers will identify individual strategies to be used with their students’ special needs. (Comprehension)
· Teachers will research additional strategies that are appropriate for their classroom students. (Comprehension)
· Teachers will develop their own strategies that could help differentiate instruction in their own classrooms. (Synthesis)
· Teachers will perform a differentiated instruction strategy in their own classroom and report on the results. (Application)
· Teachers will analyze the results of the differentiated instruction strategy and make alterations to each specific class. (Analysis)

The KWL chart is used to gauge how much someone knows about a particular subject, what they want to know, and then what they have learned when the unit is over with.   This is a great pre-assessment because it allows the teacher to see what the students already know about the subject being taught so they do not have to waste time on material that the students have already learned.  It also allows the teacher to direct the learning towards the student’s interests and what they want to learn.  Lastly, the KWL chart can also serve as a post-assessment to see what the students learned as a result of the unit.  The chart is completely student-centered and they can fill out it out with whatever material they want.

The goals for this pre-assessment is to see what the students already know about differentiated instruction strategies and what they want to know.  More than likely, most students have heard about some of the differentiated instruction strategies that will be presented throughout the unit, so this will give the teacher a starting point for the lessons in the unit.  Once the teacher knows where they need to start with the unit, they can then work on how to structure the lessons depending on what the students want to learn.  

The pre-assessment will given at least a week before the unit starts so the teacher can use the results to guide the lessons.  The teacher will project the KWL chart so all students can see it and the teacher, along with student responses, will fill out the first two rows.  Responses can be written down as bulleted points and do not have to be in complete sentences.  The last row, finding out what the students learned, will be completed after the unit in the same manner.  Students can all be given a copy of the chart after the class is done filling it out or it can be posted on the classroom wall for everyone to see.  Once the entire KWL chart is filled out, the teacher will use it to guide the lessons in the unit.  If students already know a lot about certain strategies, those could be mentioned briefly, while new strategies are introduced and a focus of the unit. 

	            What I Know 

                   (K)
	  What I Want to Know  

                (W)
	        What I Learned

                  (L)

	
	
	



Unit Outcomes:  


1. Teachers will analyze whole group strategies by utilizing research materials.
Time Period Objectives:

1. Students will examine the KWL Chart and see how it will guide their unit on differentiated instruction strategies.

2. Students will examine their classroom environment and how they organize it.

3. Students will research differentiated instruction strategies and determine if they could be used in their classroom or not.

Materials Needed: 

· Copies of filled out KWL Chart- Used to review and introduce how the unit will go.

· Differentiating Instruction in a whole-group setting by Betty Hollas- Used as a     

      reference for students to look up DI strategies.

· Differentiating Instruction in the Regular Classroom by Diane Heacox- Used as a 

      reference for students to look up DI strategies.

· Computer- Used for students to research DI strategies.

· Exit Ticket Copies for all students- Used for closure of lesson

Procedures:

Before lesson  

1. Students will be given a copy of the KWL Chart that was filled completely out as a 

pre-assessment so the teacher can explain how the unit on differentiated instruction strategies will be ran.  The teacher will describe in detail how they used the information that was provided from the students to guide the lessons. (5 minutes)
Introduction/Engagement:  

1. Students will participate in differentiated instruction strategy that they

can use in their own classrooms if they choose.  By engaging in the strategy  

themselves, they will be able to see how they can implement it into their own classrooms.  The strategy is call human continuum.  The teacher will pose the following question to the students, “Do you currently organize your classroom for students’ learning or your teaching?” The students will stand along a continuum depending on their stance on the question posed.  The teacher will explain what the two extreme sides of the continuum would be so students know where to stand depending on their stance.  Students will also be randomly called on to explain why they stood where they did on the continuum.  The teacher will explain how this can work in their own classrooms.  (10 minutes)
Activity:  

1. Students will be given materials to research different differentiated instruction 

strategies.  Students will be put into groups by the teacher by counting off by 3’s.  Students will use the books and computer to research different ideas.  They can write down and take notes on anything they find.  The books they will be using will be Differentiating Instruction in a whole-group setting by Betty Hollas and Differentiating Instruction in the Regular Classroom by Diane Heacox.  Students will also be given access to computer to aid in their research for strategies. (25 minutes)
Key Questions for Lesson:

1. What are some differentiated instruction strategies that can be used in your own classroom?

2. How are the strategies performed in ways that increase student achievement?

Summary/Closure/Evaluation:

Closure: 

1. Students will be posed a question and they have to write their answers down on an 

“exit ticket.”  The concept of the ticket is that students must answer the question and turn into the teacher before they can leave class. The teacher will explain how the students can use this as a formative assessment in their own classes at the end of a lesson. The question posed to the students for this lesson will be, “Explain a differentiated instruction strategy you research today and why you would like you use it in your own class. (5 minutes)
Assessment:  

1. After students turn in their exit ticket, the teacher will ask students to finish finding 

their 10 differentiated instruction strategies and complete notes from class at home.  The teacher will then tell students that tomorrow’s lesson will be conducted on student learning styles and how DI strategies can be formatted to fit the styles. 

(5 minutes)



Unit Outcomes:  

1. Teachers will identify individual strategies to be used with their students’ 

special needs. 

Time Period Objectives:

1. Students will identify their own multiple intelligence by completing a survey

2. Students will identify ways to determine student learning styles and interests by analyze different surveys formats.

3. Students will explain how knowing student learning styles and interests can help guide instructional strategies in the classroom in a classroom discussion.

4. Students will determine their own students’ learning styles and/or interests by implementing a survey in their classes.

Materials Needed: 

· MI Intelligence Survey copies for every student- Used for each student to take in order to find out in which ways they learn the best.

· Examples of Interest Surveys for every student- Used for students to be able to give to their students in their own classrooms to determine their interests.

Procedures: 
Introduction/Engagement:  

1. The teacher will ask students to take out a piece of paper and write down, in a couple sentences, how they learn the best or how they can best remember information.  The teacher will give an example to clarify:  “I learn the best by hearing someone say something and then they show me a picture along with the words.”  The teacher will ask a couple students to share their responses. (10 minutes).
Activity:  

1. Students will be given a multiple intelligence survey to take in order to find out which category they belong to.  The teacher will explain that this same survey can be used with their own students to determine multiple intelligence information and then use the information to guide instructional strategies.  (15 minutes)
2. The teacher will then hand out copies of other ways to determine learning styles and students’ interests. The teacher will explain how each survey is given and how the results can be used to guide instructional strategies.  The teacher will explain how student interest surveys are also an important tool when deciding what differentiated instruction strategies will be used in a classroom.  The students will be encouraged to use all surveys handed out with their own students.  (10 minutes)

Key Questions for Lesson:

1. What multiple intelligence category do students belong to?

2. How can teachers find out what their students’ multiple intelligence and interests are? 

3. How can knowing student learning styles and interest help guide instruction strategies?

4. Summary/Closure/Evaluation:
Closure: 

1. The teacher will close up the day’s lesson by reiterating why it is important to know student multiple intelligences, learning styles, and interests and how this information can help guide instructional strategies.  The teacher will explain the assessment that should be completed for the next day’s lesson.  Students will be asked to utilize one of the surveys that were given in today’s lesson in their own classrooms and find out their students’ intelligences, learning styles, or interests.  Students are encouraged to create their own if they would like.  The last part of the lesson, the teacher will explain what students will be learning during the next lesson.  Students will be learning more about learning styles and multiple intelligences. (5 minutes)
Assessment:  

1. Students will be asked to utilize one of the surveys that were given in today’s 

lesson in their own classrooms and find out their students’ intelligences, learning styles, or interests.  Students are encouraged to create their own if they would like. (5 minutes)
Interests, Intelligences & Ignorances Survey
Name: ______________________________________

1. What is your favorite subject in school? Why?

2. What is your least favorite subject?  Why?

3. What do you like to do in your free time?

4. What are some of your favorite books? Why?

5. What kinds of music do you like?  Why?

6. What are some of your favorite movies?  Why?

7. What past school project was your favorite? Why?

Rank the following topics according to what you are interested in:

* Survey adapted from: Hollas, B. (2007). Differentiation Instruction in a Whole-group Setting: Taking the Easy Steps into Differentiation, 7-12.  Peterborough, NH: Crystal Springs Books.

3 = very interested 
       2 = somewhat interested 
            1 = not interested

      ____ Computers


_____ Art



_____ Science

____ Sports 


_____ Drama 



_____  Social Studies

____ Music 


______ Math 



______ Writing 

_____ Dance


______ Reading 

How do you think you learn best? (Examples might be when it is quiet, with a friend, etc.)

If you could learn anything this school year, what would you chose to learn about? Why?

* Survey adapted from: Hollas, B. (2007). Differentiation Instruction in a Whole-group Setting: Taking the Easy Steps into Differentiation, 7-12.  Peterborough, NH: Crystal Springs Books.

Student Interest Survey

Name: _________________________      Grade: _____________________
Please circle answer these questions to the best of your ability.   

1.  What is the farthest point you have traveled away from home? 

A. Somewhere in Ohio 

B. Out of the state of Ohio

C. Out of the country

D. Other: _________

2.  What is your favorite place to be and why? 



A. Home

B. Friend’s House



C. School



D. Other: ___________

3.  What is your favorite kind of music? 



A. Rap



B. Rock



C. Country



D. Other: ________

6.    What is your favorite sport?

A. Basketball

B. Football

C. Cheerleading

D. Baseball/softball

E. Gymnastics

F. Other: ______________

7. Who is someone you admire?
A. Parent

B. Brother or Sister

C. Friend

D. Grandparent

E. Other: _______


8. What is a common activity you do after getting home from school? 

A. Homework

B. Watch TV

C. Hang out with a friend

D. Work

E. Other:____________
9. What is a responsibility you have? 

A. Work

B. Take care of little brothers and sisters

C. Help parents/grandparents around the house

D. Other:_____________

10. What do you want to do for a career? Explain below.

   11.  What would the title of a book about your life be? 


    A. Misunderstood in a Big World

    B. A Journey Worth Living


    C. It’s a Wonderful Life

    D. Other: _____________

Multiple Intelligence Survey

Part I
Complete each section by placing a “1” next to each statement you feel accurately describes you. If you do not identify with a statement, leave the space provided blank. Then total the column in each section.  

 

Section 1
_____  I enjoy categorizing things by common traits

_____  Ecological issues are important to me

_____  Classification helps me make sense of new data

_____  I enjoy working in a garden

_____  I believe preserving our National Parks is important

_____  Putting things in hierarchies makes sense to me

_____  Animals are important in my life

_____  My home has a recycling system in place

_____  I enjoy studying biology, botany and/or zoology

_____  I pick up on subtle differences in meaning

 

_____  TOTAL for Section 1

 

 

 

Section 2

 

_____  I easily pick up on patterns

_____  I focus in on noise and sounds

_____  Moving to a beat is easy for me

_____  I enjoy making music

_____  I respond to the cadence of poetry

_____  I remember things by putting them in a rhyme

_____  Concentration is difficult for me if there is background noise

_____  Listening to sounds in nature can be very relaxing

_____  Musicals are more engagingto me than dramatic plays

_____  Remembering song lyrics is easy for me

 

_____  TOTAL for Section 2

 

 

 
Survey adapted from: McKenzie, Walter (1999). Surf Aquarium. Retrieved March 15, 2009, from Multiple Intelligence Inventory Web site: http://surfaquarium.com/Mi/inventory.htm
Section 3

 

_____  I am known for being neat and orderly

_____  Step-by-step directions are a big help

_____  Problem solving comes easily to me

_____  I get easily frustrated with disorganized people

_____  I can complete calculations quickly in my head

_____  Logic puzzles are fun

_____  I can't begin an assignment until I have all my "ducks in a row"

_____  Structure is a good thing

_____  I enjoy troubleshooting something that isn't working properly

_____  Things have to make sense to me or I am dissatisfied

 

_____  TOTAL for Section 3

 

 

Section 4  

 

_____  It is important to see my role in the “big picture” of things

_____  I enjoy discussing questions about life

_____  Religion is important to me

_____  I enjoy viewing art work

_____  Relaxation and meditation exercises are rewarding to me

_____  I like traveling to visit inspiring places

_____  I enjoy reading philosophers

_____  Learning new things is easier when I see their real world application

_____  I wonder if there are other forms of intelligent life in the universe

_____  It is important for me to feel connected to people, ideas and beliefs

 

_____ TOTAL for Section 4

 

 

Section 5

 

_____  I learn best interacting with others

_____  I enjoy informal chat and serious discussion

_____  The more the merrier

_____  I often serve as a leader among peers and colleagues

_____  I value relationships more than ideas or accomplishments

_____  Study groups are very productive for me

_____  I am a “team player”

_____  Friends are important to me

_____  I belong to more than three clubs or organizations

  _____  I dislike working alone

 

_____ TOTAL for Section 5

Survey adapted from: McKenzie, Walter (1999). Surf Aquarium. Retrieved March 15, 2009, from Multiple Intelligence Inventory Web site: http://surfaquarium.com/Mi/inventory.htm
Section 6

 

_____  I learn by doing 

_____  I enjoy making things with my hands

_____  Sports are a part of my life

_____  I use gestures and non-verbal cues when I communicate

_____  Demonstrating is better than explaining

_____  I love to dance

_____  I like working with tools

_____  Inactivity can make me more tired than being very busy

_____  Hands-on activities are fun

_____  I live an active lifestyle

 

_____ TOTAL for Section 6

 

 

 

Section 7

 

_____  Foreign languages interest me 

_____  I enjoy reading books, magazines and web sites

_____  I keep a journal

_____  Word puzzles like crosswords or jumbles are enjoyable

_____  Taking notes helps me remember and understand

_____  I faithfully contact friends through letters and/or e-mail

_____  It is easy for me to explain my ideas to others

_____  I write for pleasure

_____  Puns, anagrams and spoonerisms are fun

_____  I enjoy public speaking and participating in debates

 

_____ TOTAL for Section 7

 

 

Section 8

 

_____  My attitude effects how I learn

 _____  I like to be involved in causes that help others

 _____  I am keenly aware of my moral beliefs

_____  I learn best when I have an emotional attachment to the subject

_____  Fairness is important to me

_____  Social justice issues interest me

_____  Working alone can be just as productive as working in a group

_____  I need to know why I should do something before I agree to do it

_____  When I believe in something I give more effort towards it

_____  I am willing to protest or sign a petition to right a wrong

 

_____ TOTAL for Section 8

Survey adapted from: McKenzie, Walter (1999). Surf Aquarium. Retrieved March 15, 2009, from Multiple Intelligence Inventory Web site: http://surfaquarium.com/Mi/inventory.htm
Section 9

 

_____  Rearranging a room and redecorating are fun for me

_____  I enjoy creating my own works of art

_____  I remember better using graphic organizers

_____  I enjoy all kinds of entertainment media

_____  Charts, graphs and tables help me interpret data

_____  A music video can make me more interested in a song

_____  I can recall things as mental pictures

_____  I am good at reading maps and blueprints 

_____  Three dimensional puzzles are fun 

 _____  I can visualize ideas in my mind

 

_____ TOTAL for Section 9

 

 

· Total up and compare your numbers from each section.  We will go over the results as a class.
Survey adapted from: McKenzie, Walter (1999). Surf Aquarium. Retrieved March 15, 2009, from Multiple Intelligence Inventory Web site: http://surfaquarium.com/Mi/inventory.htm

Unit Outcomes:  
1. Teachers will research additional strategies that are appropriate for their own classroom students.

Time Period Objectives:

1. Students will demonstrate a multiple intelligence strategy to see how effective it can  aid in the learning of a particular topic.

2. Students will research differentiated instruction strategies that will tend to the various learning styles and interests in their own classrooms.

3. Students will use research materials to identify differentiated instruction strategies that can help their own students’ achieve in the classroom.

Materials Needed: 

· Differentiating Instruction in a whole-group setting by Betty Hollas- Used as a     

      reference book for students to look up DI strategies that fit their own students’  

      learning styles.

· Differentiating Instruction in the Regular Classroom by Diane Heacox- Used as a 

Reference book for students to look up DI strategies that fit their own students’ learning styles.

· Computer- Used for students to research more DI strategies for their own students’ learning styles.

· Homework assignment sheet copies for all students.

Procedures: 
Introduction/Engagement:  

1. The teacher will review with the students what they learned during the last lesson since this lesson is an extension of the material.  The teacher will review with the students why it is important to find out the learning styles, multiple intelligences, and interests of students to guide instructional strategies. The teacher will prompt various  questions to the students and ask them to respond. (5 minutes).
Activity:  

1.   Students will become involved in an activity that will allow them to use their multiple intelligences, in which they discovered during the previous day’s lesson.  The teacher will explain that this is a differentiated instruction strategy that the students can use in their own classes to tend to the multiple intelligences.  By taking part in this strategy, students will get to see what it is like to be apart of the activity and what their own students will experience. The teacher will explain that this strategy allows students to be aware of their individual thoughts and use individual strengths as a tool in their learning.  The strategy starts out with cards that have each multiple intelligence name on the front and its’ description on the back.  Then after assigning a topic that is being taught, the teacher can have students try out different intelligences on the topic.  For example, after dividing the students up into groups, the teacher will assign one intelligence to each group.  All students will be in the multiple intelligence group that they found out that they were during the previous day’s survey. The students will use the intelligence that they are and make a connection with a topic or reading.  For the purposes of this lesson, students will be using the topic of new teaching methods that they have expect to see at their school in the upcoming weeks. (15 minutes)
2. After the multiple intelligence activity is over, the students will use the remaining time to research differentiating instruction strategies that will go along with their own students’ learning styles or interests. Students will find out specific strategies that will tend to the learning styles. They will use the results from the surveys that gave to their students to guide this assignment. Students can use books provided by the teacher and computers to aid in their research. (20 minutes)

Key Questions for Lesson:

1. Why is it important to find out the learning styles, multiple intelligences, and interests of students to guide instructional strategies?

2. How can teachers utilize a variety of instructional strategies to tend to learning styles and interests in the classrooms?

3. How can teachers research additional strategies that are appropriate for their classroom students?

Summary/Closure/Evaluation:
Closure: 

1. The teacher will close up the day’s lesson by reiterating how all students learn differently and it is important, as teachers, to recognize this and teach in different ways.  The teacher will then explain the night’s homework assignment, which will be will be continuing the worksheet that will require students to look up and research differentiating instruction strategies that will fit the variety of learning styles of the student in their own classes. (5 minutes)
Assessment:  

1. Students will be asked to complete the worksheet that will require students to look up and research differentiating instruction strategies that will fit the variety of learning styles of the student in their own classes. (5 minutes)
	Multiple Intelligence
	Strategy
	Description

	       Linguistic


	
	

	  Logical-Mathematical


	
	

	   Bodily-Kinesthetic


	
	

	           Spatial


	
	

	          Musical


	
	

	      Interpersonal


	
	

	     Intrapersonal


	
	


Unit Outcomes:  

1. Teachers will develop their own strategies that could help differentiate instruction 

       in their own classrooms.

2.   Teachers will perform a differentiated instruction strategy in their own classroom and 

      report on the results.

Time Period Objectives:

1. Students will demonstrate a differentiated instruction strategy to see how effective it can aid in the learning of a particular topic.

2. Students will analyze differentiated instructional strategies and determine whether they tend to the visual, auditory, kinesthetic, or written learning styles by completing a worksheet.

3. Students will develop their own differentiated instructional strategies that will tend to different learning styles.

Materials Needed: 

· Four Squares Worksheet copies for each student-Used for all students to develop assessments for variety of learning styles in their own classrooms.

· Homework assignment sheet copies for all students- Used for an assessment over the past four lessons.

Procedures: 
Introduction/Engagement:  

1. The teacher will have the students engage in a short differentiated instruction strategy to discuss some of the material that the students have been learning.  This will allow students to become engaged in the upcoming lesson and what they will be talking about. The teacher will also explain this is a differentiated instruction strategy that the students can use in their own classrooms. The strategy is called think, pair, share. The teacher provokes students' THINKING with a question or prompt. Students then PAIR up to talk about the answer they each came up with. They compare their mental or written notes and identify the answers they think are best, most convincing, or most unique. After students talk in pairs for a few minutes, the teacher calls for pairs to SHARE their thinking with the rest of the class.  The following questions will be prompted for this activity:
- “Which strategy do you plan to try first in your classroom?  How will you use it in your classroom?”

· “How and why might you tailor one of the strategies that you have learned and researched about to meet the needs of a specific students or students?” 
(10 minutes)
Activity:  

1. The teacher will then have students think about strategies that they have researched 

over the past couple of lessons.  Teachers will be creating a menu that students can show what they have learned in a variety of ways.  Students will be given a worksheet with four squares: visual, auditory, kinesthetic, and written in the top of each square.  All of these squares represent ways students can learn.  Students will look through their lists of differentiated instruction strategies that they researched, and will fill those in under the appropriate square.  They are also encouraged to develop their own strategies if they choose. This will allow students to use this worksheet in their own classrooms.  Their students will be able to pick an assessment based on their own special needs.  The teacher will explain that this Four Square worksheet can include traditional formal assessments, observations, and homework, as well as more authentic assessments like portfolios, rubrics, student self-evaluations, demonstrations, conferences, response journals, and projects. Students will work individually or can work in groups to complete the squares in the worksheets.  Students must try to least come up with five assignments for each square.  The teacher will walk around to all students make sure they are staying on task and be there for any questions that may arise.  Assignment adapted from: Hollas, B. (2007). Differentiation Instruction in a Whole-group Setting: Taking the Easy Steps into Differentiation, 7-12.  Peterborough, NH: Crystal Springs Books.  (30 minutes)
Key Questions for Lesson:

1. How can differentiated instructional strategies be use to tend to visual, auditory, kinesthetic, and written learning styles?

2. How can teachers create differentiated instructional strategies that will tend to different learning styles?

Summary/Closure/Evaluation:
Closure: 

1. The teacher will close up the day’s lesson by reiterating how it can be good to give student choices in their assignments while still letting them demonstrate their understanding of the content. The Four Square worksheet is a prime example of this and many other similar projects can be adopted.  The teacher will then explain the homework assignment for the night.  The assessment will be for the students to perform a differentiated instruction strategy of their choice in their own classrooms, and be ready to report on how it went during the next lesson.  Students will complete the brief worksheet to help them properly reflect on their implementation of a strategy. (5 minutes)
Assessment:  

Students will be asked to perform a differentiated instruction strategy of their choice in their own classrooms.  They will perform the activity and then reflect on how it went by completing the worksheet provided. (5 minutes)

	Visual
	Auditory

	
	

	Kinesthetic
	Written

	
	


            FOUR SQUARES
Differentiated Instruction Strategy “Trial” Run
Name: _______________________________

Directions: Perform a differentiated instruction strategy of your choice in your classroom. You may choose a strategy that we talked about in class or one that you found while researching.  After you perform the activity, reflect on how it went by completing the worksheet provided.
1. Give a short description of the differentiated instruction strategy you performed in your 

    class.

2. Why did you pick this specific strategy?

3. How did the students react to this “new” teaching strategy?


Unit Outcomes:  

1. Teachers will perform a differentiated instruction strategy in their own 
     classroom and report on the results.

2. Teachers will analyze the results of the differentiated instruction strategy and 
                 make alterations to each specific class. 

Time Period Objectives:

1. Students will analyze the differentiated instruction strategy that they implemented into their classes by discussing it with another classmate.

2. Students will identify changes and improvements that need to be made in their strategy that they tried in a whole-group discussion.

3. Students will demonstrate the concepts they have learned throughout the unit by answering questions in a short answer format in a reflection survey.

Materials Needed: 

· Appointment Calendar copies for every student- Used to have students get into groups efficiently and effectively.
· Reflection Survey copies for every student
Procedures: 
Introduction/Engagement:  

1. The teacher will pass out the appointment calendars to each student and explain the concept of them.  The appointment calendar lets students get paired off for an activity going on in class.  After each student get a copy of the calendar, students will stand up and find other students in the class and make appointments with each other.  Once an appointment is made, students will write down each other’s name on the agree upon time on the calendar.  For example, if Sally has John down for her 9:00am appointment, then John must have Sally down for her 9:00am appointment.  Students must keep the appointment calendars with them at all times when they come to the class.  All students in the class will do this, and the teacher will explain how they can use this in their own classes.  (10 minutes).
Activity:  

1. The teacher will tell students they will be sharing their differentiated instruction strategy reflections with others in the class by using their appointment calendars.  The teacher will call out a time, and students will get with their classmates that they have down for the appointment.  The two students will then share how their strategies took place, if it was successful or not, and what changes or improvements they would make for next time.  The teacher will give each pair of students approximately 5 minutes to talk about their strategies and then they will call out another appointment time.  The teacher will walk around to the student pairs and observed them talking about their strategies. (20 Minutes)

2. Once most students have shared their strategy experiences, or there is about 5-10 minutes left in class, the teacher will bring all students back together as a whole  group.  The class will discuss everyone’s strategies and basic comments about all of the strategies tried. The teacher will lead this discussion and call on students for comments. (10 minutes)

Key Questions for Lesson:

1. Was the differentiated instruction strategy that was implemented into the classrooms successful or unsuccessful?  Why or why not?

2. How can teachers reflect on their daily lessons and make changes and improvements to them in order to improve them for the next time?

3. What did students learn from this unit on differentiated instruction strategies?

Summary/Closure/Evaluation:
Closure: 

1. The teacher will close up the day’s lesson by bringing together the unit of  differentiated instructional strategies.  The teacher will go over what students have been learning over the unit including differentiating instructional strategies, learning styles, multiple intelligences, students’ interests, etc.  The entire class will go over the KWL chart and fill out the last part of the chart, what the class learned.  The class won’t spent too much time on this and just write down some of the main points of what they learned. The teacher will then explain the homework assignment, which is a take-home reflection survey.  This is for students to complete and turn in to the teacher the following day.  The teacher will ask students to really think abut their answers and to honestly construct answers. 

(10 minutes)

Assessment:  

Students will be asked to complete a take-home reflection survey on the unit material and the entire unit on differentiated instruction strategies.  Students will be asked to finish it and turn it in the following day. (2 minutes)


Appointment Calendar
Directions: Make an appointment with another classmate and write their name on the time of the appointment.
8:00am ___________________



8:30am ___________________
9:00am ___________________
9:30am ___________________
10:00am __________________
10:30am __________________
11:00am __________________
11:00am __________________
12:00pm __________________
12:30pm __________________
1:00pm ___________________
1:30pm ___________________
2:00pm ___________________
2:30pm ___________________
3:00pm ___________________
3:30pm ___________________
4:00pm ___________________
4:30pm ___________________
5:00pm ___________________

This reflection survey can be used to determine what the students learned from the unit by reading over their short answers.  Since all questions produce a short answer response, each survey will be different in its’ answers and will allow the teacher to assess students individually.  The survey asks that students actively reflect on their learning experiences throughout the unit and directly apply the information that they learned to the questions asked.  


The goals for this post-assessment is to see what the students learned as a result of the unit and to see if this specific unit should be continued for more classes in the future.  The ultimate goal for the unit it to make sure the students are taking something away from the lessons and applying it into their classrooms.  This post assessment will reflect what students learned from the unit, how they analyzed the material, and thought about how the strategies can fit into their classrooms.  The post-assessment will also reflect whether the students found the unit helpful in terms of differentiated instruction.  The teacher can alter the unit for future classes by analyzing the result of the survey.


The post-assessment will be given to the students in class on the last day of the unit and they will be able to finish it as a take home assessment.  This will be given as a take home assignment because the students need to have enough time to reflect and answer all of the questions without feeling rushed.  The content is also something they do not have to necessarily memorize but rather be aware of and know how to find and access it.  The results of the survey are important for the continuation of the differentiated instruction course so it is important that students take their time with their answers and do not rush to complete them.  After all of the surveys are turned in, the teachers and other curriculum directors will analyze them to see how effective the unit of differentiated instruction strategies was.  
Directions: After reflecting on the material you learned throughout the week, please answer the questions below in complete sentences.
1. Describe two whole-group or individualized differentiated instruction strategies and how research says they could help students achieve in the classroom.

2. Describe how you would find out what your students’ special needs or accommodations are.

3. List at least two whole-group strategies you would use in your classroom and why 
those strategies would be helpful and appropriate for the achievement of your students.

4. Explain at least two ways you would find out what your students’ interests are?

5. List one differentiated instruction strategy that you have developed for 

your students and explain why you created the strategy.  If you did not develop a new strategy, explain how you altered one to fit your students.
6. How did the differentiated instruction strategy you tried out with your students go?  What changes or improvements would you make next time?
7. Do you think your students will enjoyed the differentiated instruction strategies?  

Why or why not?
8. Do you plan to continue differentiated instruction strategies in your classroom 

for the remainder of the year? Why or why not?

9. Do you think that learning about differentiated instruction strategies will 

increase student achievement in your classroom? 
Rationale for Differentiated Instruction Strategies Unit





Pre-Assessment- KWL Chart
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Lesson Plan- Day One





Exit Card





Lesson Plan- Day Two





Lesson Plan- Day Three





Lesson Plan- Day Four





Lesson Plan- Day Five 





* Activity adapted from: Hollas, B. (2007). Differentiation Instruction in a Whole-group Setting: Taking the Easy Steps into Differentiation, 7-12.  Peterborough, NH: Crystal Springs Books.
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