Statement of Purpose

In today’s global society, one of the most important concepts young people must embrace is that of tolerance. With the ever-expanding pool of knowledge available to the young demographic, difficulties arise in sifting truth from fiction, and this misinformation often leads to radical generalities and misunderstandings. 


One of the most predominantly misunderstood concepts in modern society is that of world religions and their respective histories. Outside of personal practice, most young people are unaware or do not care to know the details of other world religions. This brand of ignorance is the breeding ground for unsubstantiated and often harsh generalizations. A classic example of this misunderstanding involves the religion of Islam. The religion of Islam has recently been put on a world stage due to the current involvement of U.S. armed forces in Iraq. The display of the religion paints a less than flattering picture to those who fail to understand the in’s and out’s of the faith. 


It is for this reason that a unit on the Islamic world is an essential part of the 7th grade curriculum.  Students must be given the opportunity to study the tenets of the religion and make an educated judgment on its role in world history. In doing so, students will not only learn the history of the Islamic world, but also develop the tolerance necessary to become informed members of a global society. 

