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Instructional Design Rationale

In today’s global society, one of the most important concepts young people must embrace is that of tolerance. With the ever-expanding pool of knowledge available to the young demographic, difficulties arise in sifting truth from fiction, and this misinformation often leads to radical generalities and misunderstandings. 


One of the most predominantly misunderstood concepts in modern society is that of world religions and their respective histories. Outside of personal practice, most young people are unaware or do not care to know the details of other world religions. This brand of ignorance is the breeding ground for unsubstantiated and often harsh generalizations. A classic example of this misunderstanding involves the religion of Islam. The religion of Islam has recently been put on a world stage due to the current involvement of U.S. armed forces in Iraq. The display of the religion paints a less than flattering picture to those who fail to understand the in’s and out’s of the faith. 


It is for this reason that a unit on the Islamic world is an essential part of the 7th grade curriculum.  Students must be given the opportunity to study the tenets of the religion and make an educated judgment on its role in world history. In doing so, students will not only learn the history of the Islamic world, but also develop the tolerance necessary to become informed members of a global society. 

This unit on the Islamic World is organized according to the concept-related pattern of logical prerequisite. This method was chosen because it best fits the time-sequenced nature of the history curriculum. 


The first subunit, “Roots of Islam,” is the most logical point for students to begin their study of the religion because it introduces not only the beginnings of the faith but also the geography of the region it was founded in. The subunit introduces students to the founder of Islam and the holy city of Mecca. It thus lays the groundwork for future subunits. 


The second subunit, “Islamic Beliefs & Practices,” is appropriate because it takes the learner through a crash course of the “nuts and bolts” of the faith itself. Students will appreciate the role the sacred texts of the Qur’an, Sunnah, and Shariah play in the everyday lives of practicing Muslims. 


The third subunit, “Islamic Empires,” is a logical follow-up to the previous subunit. Here, students analyze the establishment of Islamic states and the role of trade in shaping and maintaining the early empires, as well as the spread of the faith itself. Here students will put together the geographic effect of Islam on the early world and its connections to today.


The final subunit, “Islamic Cultural Achievements,” is appropriate because it ties together the cumulative achievements of all the empires students have studied so far. Students will be able to make connections from early Islamic achievements and their effect on today’s global society. 

Both formative and summative evaluation strategies will be used to assess the learning outcomes of the Islamic World curriculum. Formative assessments will come in the form of teacher observation during in-class activities. One such example is the Islamic Beliefs poster that students will be working on during the study of Islamic beliefs and practices. Immediate feedback can be given regarding student comprehension of this material, and the method allows opportunity to clear up any misunderstandings regarding the content. “Exit slips” with questions on the topics at hand will also be formatively used to evaluate student understanding. Students will also be asked to write essay responses to questions resembling O.A.T. short answer assessments. The questions will task students with applying class information to a past or future situation dealing with Islam. 


One performance based assessment students will be involved in is to create short, three-act silent skits that portray Islamic achievements and their impact on today’s world. Classmates will be asked to guess what achievement the students are portraying, giving the performing groups the motivation to demonstrate the concept well. 


Before the unit begins, a pre-assessment can be used to evaluate prior knowledge students have on the Islamic world. This assessment could then be used to tailor points of emphasis for future lessons. The final assessment will come in the form of a written test, containing multiple choice, fill in the blank, and matching vocabulary sections. 

The Islamic World

Unit Outcomes

Subunit One: Roots of Islam

· The student will identify the location of significant physical and human characteristics on a map of the relevant region. (OACS Geography 7.1)

· The student will describe changes in the physical and human characteristics of regions that occur over time and identify the consequences of such changes. (OACS Geography 7.3)

· The student will describe the cultural legacy of the Arab civilization. (OACS People 7.4)

Subunit Two: Islamic Beliefs & Practices

· The student will describe the cultural legacy of the Arab civilization. (OACS People 7.4)

· The student will describe how the Qur’an, Sunnah, and Shariah guide the religion, daily life, and laws of the Muslim community. (OACS People 7.4)

Subunit Three: Islamic Empires

· The student will on a map, identify places related to the historical events being studied and explain their significance. (OACS Geography, 7.2)

· The student will describe the growth of cities and the establishment of trade routes in Asia, Africa, and Europe; the products and inventions that traveled along these routes; and the role of merchants. (OACS Economics 7.2)

Subunit Four: Islamic Cultural Achievements

· The student will describe how Muslim scholars and artists made important world contributions to science, art, and literature. (OACS People, 7.4)

· The student will explain how the contributions of the Muslim community have affected the modern world. (OACS People, 7.3)

Pre-Assessment of Islamic World
Directions: Circle the response that best resembles your understanding of the

        concepts. 

1) Arabia features


Expert

Average 
Limited
None
2) Arabia lifestyle


Expert

Average
Limited
None
3) Muhammad


Expert

Average
Limited
None

4) Islam



Expert

Average 
Limited
None
5) Qur’an



Expert

Average 
Limited
None
6) Sunnah



Expert

Average 
Limited
None
7) Shariah



Expert

Average 
Limited
None

8) Ottoman Empire


Expert

Average 
Limited
None
9) Safavid Empire


Expert

Average 
Limited
None
10) Mughal Empire


Expert

Average 
Limited
None
11) Islam Science


Expert

Average 
Limited
None
12) Islam Math


Expert

Average 
Limited
None
13) Islamic Art


Expert

Average 
Limited
None
Directions: Answer the following questions to the best of your ability.

1. Define:

a. Oasis

b. Caravan

c. Muhammad

d. Pilgrimage

e. Mosque

f. Islam

2. What is a key Islamic belief about God?

3. Why did towns often develop near oases?

4. What are the 5 Pillars of Islam?

5. How did trade help spread Islam?

6. What is the difference between Sunni & Shiite Muslims?

7. Name 3 places Islamic beliefs spread through trade.
8. Describe Islamic contributions to science & mathematics.

World History Lesson Plan—12.1(A) Deserts of Arabia

Goal(s)

· To develop student understanding of the Islamic Culture.

Objective(s)

· The student will identify the location of significant physical and human characteristics on a map of the relevant region. (OACS Geography 7.1)

· The student will describe changes in the physical and human characteristics of regions that occur over time and identify the consequences of such changes. (OACS Geography 7.3)

Materials and Resources (for each student)

· Textbook pgs. 354-55

· “Arabia & Beyond” desert info handout

Motivation (5 mins)
1. Play newsbowl current events game with each team of students for one question each. Ask if there are any questions for discussion regarding any current events.

2. Tell students you are thinking of a place where less than one percent of the world’s population functionally live; a place where when it rains, it pours, oftentimes to the point where it causes flash floods; a place where temperatures normally swing over 70 degrees within the course of 24 hours. Any guesses? Obviously, I am talking about the desert. But there is more to the desert than you may know.

Transition: We will be discussing deserts today because they have a large role to play in the study of our next world culture and religion…the Islamic culture. 

Lesson Procedure (transitions included) (40 mins)
3. Have students open books to page 354 and choose someone to read the “Building Background” and “Life in a Desert Land” paragraph. Have students locate Arabia on the map on page 355 and ask them what present day country Arabia is. (Saudi Arabia) Why is Saudi Arabia of interest to Americans today? (Middle East nation, previously home to American forces in Gulf War to free Kuwait, still tensions between US and Saudi’s because of presence of US forces, oil trade, etc.)

4. Focusing on geography today, notice that Arabia is essentially covered with deserts. But what makes up a desert? What comes to mind when you hear the term desert? (Make list on board)

5. As students are responding to this question, pass out “Arabia & Beyond” handout. Read through handout by drawing names of students from cards. 

Closure (5 mins)
6. Have students write an essay that answers the following questions: 1.) What are deserts? 2.) How are deserts formed? 3.) Describe how deserts influenced people in Arabia to live both nomadic and sedentary lives. 4.) Describe how Arabian towns formed and became centers of trade. **Write questions on board and have students do the same. Allow time to start assignment and answer any questions. **Note the last 2 questions will be found using book.

Assessment

Students’ abilities to identify places and describe changes will be assessed through assignment and during class discussion. 

Arabia & Beyond: Desert Life

Destination and Climate Introduction
As you can see on the map, the deserts of the world are placed on the Tropic of Cancer and Capricorn, where moisture cannot reach. But they are not simply hot and dry as other people might think. As you explore through all these places, you will find that the deserts are so different from each other, having their own characteristics and climate due to their geographical position. 'Where is the largest desert?' 'Where is the driest desert?' 'Are all deserts dry and poorly-vegetated?' All these questions will be answered as you continue to explore through the different deserts of the world. 
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Where are the deserts?
About 1/7 of the world's land is occupied with hot deserts. Many of the deserts are just a piece of barren land full of sand, others have many kinds of plants and animals living there. The deserts are placed along the lines of the Tropics, around the latitudes of 30'N and 30'S, forming parallel bands on each side of the Equator. As we can see, almost all of the deserts are located in the middle of continents and are really large pieces of land. 
Why are there deserts?
This question is related to the CHANGE OF THE ATMOSPHERE AROUND THE WORLD, or maybe because of the LOCATION OF THE LAND.
Hot air picks up and drops moisture over the line of the Equator which spreads both ways, north and south. Along the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, the moist air will cool and sink back to the Earth's surface. As these masses of air are very dry when they begin to come down, they bring no rain to these areas. When they reach the ground again, they will spread through the Equator, where the air is transformed into trade winds, going towards the poles. So finally, two parallel desert belts will occur along the lines of the Tropics. 
Some large pieces of lands are located in the middle of the continents, which are too far away from the sea so that no moisture can reach them. Why is this? The winds have dropped all their rain, so there is no more to drop for the places which are so far from them. But simply, how are deserts formed?
Let's see the steps below, and we will know how it is formed: 
[image: image2.jpg]



1. Rain falls on the ground 
2. Some of the water evaporates
3. amount of water that evaporates > amount of rainfall 
4. A desert is formed!!!!! 
So…What are deserts?
ANY LARGE REGION WHERE THE ANNUAL RAINFALL IS LESS THAN 10 INCHES (250mm) is a desert. This means that deserts have almost no water. Deserts are usually windy, but not necessarily hot, rocky and sandy, (but they usually are). Take the Gobi desert, where the temperature there is under freezing for 6 months of every year! But hot deserts have an unbearable climate; with approximately 40 degrees Celsius (104◦ Fahrenheit) in the day, the temperature will then drop to freezing point at night! Apart from the sudden change of the temperature, in parts like African and South American deserts, with almost no rain for several years, a sudden storm may come, bringing a flash flood! Yet surprisingly, all the living things in the deserts have already adapted to these weird conditions and manage to survive healthily there. 
DIFFERENT DESERT LANDSCAPES
Landscapes of deserts are generally divided into five groups: sand, stony, rocky, plateau and mountain. Though all deserts are covered with sand, this does not mean that all deserts are sand deserts. 
SAND DESERTS are not only defined for their vast areas of sand, but also for the numerous linear dune systems they have. 
STONY DESERTS are also called 'serir' in Egypt, they have comparatively level gravel surfaces.
But ROCKY DESERTS are different, as they usually have bare rock surfaces, and huge pavements clear of sand and gravel. 
PLATEAU DESERTS which are also named 'mountain-and-bolson deserts' or 'badlands', are dominated by rocky plateaus, often cut apart by river channels which contain rain water. 
As for MOUNTAIN DESERTS, they are bare and arid orders or jagged rock peaks. These mountains include the Tibesti and Ahaggar ranges of Sahara, the ranges of Sanai, and also the Macdonnell mountains in central Australia.
Desert people
Desert conditions are really harsh, there is no permanent water supply and the weathers are extreme, how can man tolerate this? For example, if a man stays in the desert for the whole day, without any special equipment, he can die immediately by the next morning because of the explosive temperature and the serious shortage of water and salt.
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But surprisingly, some men can penetrate and even prosper in deserts! This is because of cultural adaptations, like water can be obtained by digging or drilling or simply getting water from other places. But the temperature is another problem, therefore clothing is very important. Loose-fitting, flowing garments are suitable in the intense heat of the desert. But in places with freezing nights, long-sleeved woolen nightshirts will be worn to protect the person from daytime heat and provide warmth in the night. Though there are many ways to solve the problems of living in the arid land, people cannot live in a certain area of the desert permanently, for when the sources of a particular area are used up, then they will have to move to another place to search for sources, therefore they have to live as NOMADS. Nomadism is a cycle, and as people move from one place to another, they may go back to the previous place again after a length of time, for living things there will grow again after some time. But nomadism does not mean a total change of the habitat or unrestricted, unplanned wandering; it just indicates that there are no permanent places of residence. These nomads live very independently in the desert, not needing any help from other places, but domestic stock is most important. The sheep, goats and camels are their food, their traveling tools. Besides of these animals, they hunt for part of the year and others cultivate the land there for growing primitive crops. 
World History Lesson Plan—12.1(B) The Roots of Islam

Goal(s)

· To develop student understanding of the Islamic Culture.

Objective(s)

· The student will describe the cultural legacy of the Arab civilization. (OACS People 7.4)

Materials and Resources (for each student)

· A copy of the “Muhammad vs. Jesus of Nazareth” ws

· Teacher will need overhead of “Muhammad vs…” ws

· Teacher will need overhead of Muhammad picture

Motivation (5 mins)
- Play newsbowl current events game with each team of students for one question each. Ask if there are any questions for discussion regarding any current events.

- Tell students that today you will begin your study of a religion that today has over 1.5 billion followers and is the second largest religion in the world. 

Lesson Procedure (transitions included) (40 mins)
- Have students open books to page 356 and choose students from notecards to read through to page 357. 

- As you are reading, put the picture of Muhammad on the overhead. Explain that a small sector of Islamic faith forbids Muhammad’s picture from being drawn, there fore some pictures portray a faceless Muhammad. (Show picture #2) **Notice that in order to sidestep this rule, the artist drew only clothes depicting Muhammad, but no body within the clothing. 

- Point out that the life of Muhammad shares some similarities with the life of a figure from another religion, Jesus of Nazareth. At this point, pass out the Muhammad vs. Jesus of Nazareth worksheet and give students instructions.

- Allow students five minutes to work alone. After five minutes, allow them to work with a partner for another five minutes. When this is complete, bring the class back together and review the worksheet on the overhead, filling in information as students are prompted. 

Closure (5 mins)
- Explain that tomorrow we will take a deeper look at the beliefs and practices of the Islamic faith, and hopefully clear up some misconceptions students have held up to this point. 

- **Assign Chapter 12 vocabulary words defined; found on pgs 354-71. (Note that the vocabulary terms are “Key Terms” found on the sidebar at the beginning of each section, and will also include people and places.)

Assessment

Students’ abilities to describe Arabic cultural legacy will be assessed through the in-class worksheet and discussion. 
Islam’s Muhammad and Christianity’s Jesus of Nazareth

A Comparison

Use information on pages 335-337 and pages 356-357 to fill out the following table comparing Muhammad and Jesus of Nazareth.

	
	Muhammad
	Jesus of Nazareth

	Birth—Date & Cirumstances

(Place, Family situation)
	
	

	Early Life
	
	

	Reasons for becoming involved in religion
	
	

	Books written (or dictated to others and later written)
	
	

	Basic Teachings
	
	

	Effects on others
	
	

	Death circumstances
	
	

	Spread of religion (By what means did each religion spread)
	
	


Muhammad the Prophet
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World History Lesson Plan—12.2 Islamic Practices & Beliefs

Goal(s)

· To develop student understanding of the Islamic Culture.

Objective(s)

· The student will describe the cultural legacy of the Arab civilization. (OACS People 7.4)
· The student will explain the importance the Qur’an, Sunnah, & Shariah to the Muslim community 
Materials and Resources (for each student)

· A copy of the poster information handout (could have this as overhead)

· Teacher will need overhead of Islamic prayer schedule

Motivation (5 mins)
- Play newsbowl current events game with each team of students for one question each. Ask if there are any questions for discussion regarding any current events.

- Ask a student what their normal routine is in the mornings. Student may say that they get up at different times each day, and there is no true schedule to their day outside of school activities. Then put the Islamic prayer schedule on the overhead and ask students what they think it is. After some guesses have been taken, inform them what it stands for and that prayer is only one foundational belief of the Islamic religion. 

Lesson Procedure (transitions included) (40 mins)
- Have students open books to page 358 and do a quick review of the vocabulary terms from the section with the students. (jihad, Sunnah, Five Pillars of Islam) 

- Pair up students and pass out the handout for poster information (or put up on overhead.) Give students 25-30 minutes to complete poster. Remind them to make it colorful and informative. **Also explain that students will be graded on participation and ability to answer questions as you walk around. Have a notebook and take notes for each group. 

- As the posters are being created, walk around and quiz each group on the information from Section 12.2. Ask them to define the beliefs of the Islamic faith more clearly and explain what the five pillars are and stand for. Also, ask what the Shariah is and its effect on Islamic followers. 

- With 7 minutes left in class, bring the group back together and collect the posters. Put the assignment explanation up on the overhead and have students copy the prompt onto a sheet of paper. 

Closure (5 mins)
- Address any questions regarding the prompt and allow students to get started with the assignment, as they may not understand the “personal Pillars” portion of the essay.

Assessment

Students’ abilities to describe Arabic cultural legacy will be assessed through the in-class activity and homework assignment. 

Beliefs and Practices of Islam 
Poster Information

Create a poster that lists important beliefs, guidelines and practices of Islam. 

Decorate your posters to look like an official set of rules.

Things to include:

a. Five Pillars of Islam

b. Guidelines for behavior

c. Extra rights and responsibilities 
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World History Lesson Plan—12.3(A) Islamic Empires

Goal(s)

· To develop student understanding of the Islamic Culture.

Objective(s)

· The student will describe the cultural legacy of the Arab civilization. (OACS People 7.4)

· The student will on a map, identify places related to the historical events being studied and explain their significance. (OACS Geography, 7.2)

Materials and Resources (for each student)

· A copy of the 12.3 notes page for completion

· Textbook pages 362-364 & R2-R3

Motivation (5 mins)
- Play newsbowl current events game with each team of students for one question each. Ask if there are any questions for discussion regarding any current events.

- Ask students to catch us up to speed by playing “where are we now?” Who was Muhammad? (Man viewed by Muslims as a prophet who brought Islam to the world.) Give an example of a central belief of Islam. (One god—Allah, behavior guidelines, Five Pillars, etc.) Explain that Muhammad was a mortal man, therefore he did not live forever; and when he died in 632, the Muslim community had to choose a new leader. They chose a man named Abu Bakr to succeed Muhammad as the caliph, or highest leader of Islam.

- This decision was not without controversy, however, and ultimately led to a split in Islam whose violence is still felt today. We will talk about that later. 

Transition: Before we get to the details of that conflict, we will first discuss the spread of Islam throughout the eastern world. Please turn in your books to page 362.

Lesson Procedure (transitions included) (40 mins)
- At this time pass out the notes handout and instruct students to read through pages 362-364 and fill in the notes as they go. Allow 10-15 minutes to complete this. 

- When students finish, review the answers by calling on students to give them. When you get to the point of discussing Islamic expansion, have students turn to the atlas on pages R2-R3 in their textbook and point out the places the religion expanded to.

- Ask the question: How do you think religion spreads? (Obviously it is stated in the book, but put yourselves in the minds of people during this time period, living in a land that was “converted” to the Islamic faith. How does it happen?)

Closure (5 mins)
- As an “exit ticket,” have students write two questions they would like to know more about regarding the Islamic or Muslim religion. (Also explain that Muslim and Islamic are the same thing.)

Assessment

Students’ abilities to describe Arabic cultural legacy and geographic standards will be assessed through the in-class activity. 
Section 12.3—Islamic Empires

Fill in the notes as you read through pages 362-364.

I. Muslim Armies Conquer Many Lands

· After Muhammad’s death his followers chose ______ ________, one of Muhammad’s first converts, to be the next leader of Islam. 

· What is a caliph and what did he do? _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
A. Beginnings of an Empire

     1. Abu Bakr directed a series of ___________ to ____________ Arabia before his death in 634.

     2. After uniting Arabia, what empires did the Muslims defeat?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
     3. When the Muslims conquered lands, how did they handle non-Muslim religions?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. Growth of the Empire

     1. Many of the early caliphs came from the __________________ family. 


a. Name 3 regions the Muslims conquered under this family’s rule.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
     2. In 749, a new Islamic dynasty, the ____________________ came to power and changed the government. What did they do?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
II. Trade Helps Islam Spread

· Arab merchants took Islamic beliefs to _______________, ____________________, and __________________________.

· Between 1200 and 1600, Muslim traders carried Islam east to what are now ___________________ and _____________________.

· Give examples of 3 products brought in from outside Muslim lands. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Give examples of 3 products Muslims traded to other regions. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
A. A Mix of Cultures

     1. Muslims generally practiced religious _______________, or acceptance, with regard to people they conquered.


a. What did Muslims do that could cause someone to disagree with the above statement? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
    2. Explain the importance of the Arabic language. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. The Growth of Cities

     1. ____________ had brought people together and created wealth in Muslim cities.

     2. The capital of the Islamic Empire in 762 was moved to ______________, in what is now _________________. 


a. The city was a center of culture and learning.

     3. By the early 900’s, the city of ______________ in the country of _______________ was the largest and most advanced city in _______________. 
World History Lesson Plan—12.3(B1) The Ottoman Empire

Goal(s)

· To develop student understanding of the Islamic Culture.

Objective(s)

· The student will describe the growth of cities and the establishment of trade routes in Asia, Africa, and Europe; the products and inventions that traveled along these routes; and the role of merchants. (OACS Economics 7.2)

· The student will on a map, identify places related to the historical events being studied and explain their significance. (OACS Geography, 7.2)

Materials and Resources (for each student)

· A copy of the Muslim Empires map

· Teacher needs overhead of Muslim Empires map

· A copy of the Ottoman Trade handout

· Teacher needs overhead of Ottoman Trade handout

· A copy of Suleyman… handout & question sheet

Motivation (5 mins)
- Play newsbowl current events game with each team of students for one question each. Ask if there are any questions for discussion regarding any current events.

- Explain to students that when we discuss Muslim communities, we are not necessarily talking about “Arab” communities. Have a student remind you what “Arab” means. (People from “Arabia,” which is: A peninsula of southwest Asia between the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf. Politically, it includes Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Oman, the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Bahrain, and Kuwait. Arabia has an estimated one third of the world's oil reserves.) If time allows, have students open to atlas pg R3 and locate the places involved in “Arabia.”
Transition: The groups that we consider “Arab” lasted successfully until about 1100 AD. After that, three non-Arab Muslim empires built and conquered large areas of the world, the most successful of which was the Ottoman Empire.

Lesson Procedure (transitions included) (40 mins)
- At this time pass out the Muslim Empires map and with map overhead displayed, outline the extent of the Ottoman Empire, having the students do the same with their pencils. (Shade dark) Make sure students keep this handout, as tomorrow they will be shading in two other Muslim Empires that began after the Ottoman. 

- Explain that there were two main keys to the success of the Ottoman army. (Have students guess what these keys could be, based on what they have learned about previous successful empires.) 1.) Well-trained army (janissaries—slave soldiers); 2.) Trade 

- At this time, pass out the Ottoman Empire Trade worksheet and review it with students. Explain to students the idea behind a traveling “caravan” of traders that moved from place to place along certain routes. (Give details from the “Caravans and Trade Routes” handout.) Have students follow along as you take them through one of the three routes from the “Caravans” handout. 

- Explain that while the army was one of the key’s to the Ottoman’s prosperity, the leadership of these armies was what made them what they were. Have students open their textbooks to page 364 and have a person read about Mehmed II, and lead into Suleyman the Magnificent reading.

- Pass out Suleyman reading and pull cards to have students read through the handout. Stop periodically to quiz students for understanding.

Closure (5 mins)
- Direct students’ attention to the discussion questions on the back of the Suleyman handout and explain that those questions will be answered for homework. Have students begin working on them if time allows.

Assessment

Students’ abilities to describe the growth of cities and trade will be assessed informally through the map activities.  

Muslim Empires (Ottoman, Safavid, & Mughal)
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Suleyman the Magnificent 
1495 – 1566 
Sultan of the Ottoman Empire 
	Suleyman the Magnificent has been known as one of the greatest rulers of the Ottoman Empire. He is mostly remembered as a fierce conqueror of the Islamic religion. In Middle Eastern cultures, however, he is often referred to as a great builder. During his rule as sultan, the Ottoman Empire reached its peak in power and prosperity. 

Suleyman was born in 1495 to Selim, who soon became sultan. Little is known about the prince’s younger life, but by the age of 16 he was governing certain cities in the empire. After Selim’s death on September 22, 1520, Suleyman, having no brothers, became the next sultan at the age of 25. 

At the start of his reign, Suleyman performed many acts of kindness and mercy toward his people including freeing hundreds of slaves, showering his officers with gifts, and starting a school for slaves. In return for his kindness, Suleyman demanded complete loyalty of all his subjects. Suleyman’s kindness was very different from the acts of his cruel father, who had become known as “Selim the Terrible.” While Selim had only been interested in war, Suleyman filled his palace with music and poetry. Suleyman himself came to write many poems of his own.

Within a year of his ascension to the throne, Suleyman led a war against the Ottoman Empire’s Christian enemies, the Hungarians. Within twenty-eight days, the Turks led by Suleyman captured Belgrade, an important Christian city. He then turned his attention toward the island of Rhodes, conquering it with the efforts of a huge army. The sultan’s first two victories at Belgrade and Rhodes were feats that had been attempted and failed by his predecessors, so Suleyman was honored with great festivities upon his return to Constantinople, the Turkish capitol. These distinguished victories were only the beginning of Suleyman’s grasp for power.

Suleyman strengthened his military a great deal from the start of his rule. He had hundreds of cannons constructed and expanded his army of janissaries, elite Turkish warriors, by several thousand. He also had fleets of warships built that yielded an impressive navy. With this navy, the Turks were able to control the Mediterranean and terrorize passing ships for their spoil. 

During his forty-six year reign, Suleyman began thirteen military campaigns of conquest. However, through his many conquests, the piracy of his navy, and tribute and gifts from other nations, Suleyman became one of the richest men of all time. His lifestyle at his palace displays his wealth. He would never wear the same clothes twice, and he ate out of solid gold plates encrusted with jewels.

When his empire reached a reasonably large size, Suleyman was content to build on his land. He had many extravagant mosques built, for he was very loyal to Islam. Other constructions during his time included schools, city walls, and an aqueduct that surpassed any built in Rome. 

In 1566, at the age of 72, Suleyman set out on his last campaign against the Romans. He was in bad physical condition so he did not live to see the end of it. He died in his tent on September 5, 1566. His son, Selim became the next sultan. However, Suleyman had not raised his son well, nor had he taught him how to perform the duties of a sultan. As a result, Selim was weak and disinterested in political affairs. The succeeding sultans were no better, and this eventually led to the decline of the Ottoman Empire. 

During his lifetime, Suleyman conquered many lands, constructed great wonders, and led his nation to prosper. His hostility towards the Christian empires was a major factor in the growth of Islam. However, he could not master his own household and this led to his downfall and the downfall of the Ottoman Empire.



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: Suleyman the Magnificent

1. In what ways was Suleyman like his namesake Solomon (pg. 205) and how was he different?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Suppose your family lived in a region conquered by Suleyman. Would you have wanted to be a janissary? Why or why not? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. It's not often that a ruler is called “the Magnificent.” Why do you think Suleyman got this honor in history? List two reasons and compare him to other rulers you've studied. (Cyrus the Great; Alexander the Great)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
World History Lesson Plan—12.3(B2) Safavid & Mughal Empires

Goal(s)

· To develop student understanding of the Islamic Culture.

Objective(s)

· The student will describe the growth of cities and the establishment of trade routes in Asia, Africa, and Europe; the products and inventions that traveled along these routes; and the role of merchants. (OACS Economics 7.2)

· The student will on a map, identify places related to the historical events being studied and explain their significance. (OACS Geography, 7.2)

Materials and Resources (for each student)

· A copy of the Muslim Empires map (from previous day)

· Teacher needs overhead of Muslim Empires map

· Sunni vs. Shiite essay handout

· Textbook pgs. 364-367 & Overhead of notes

Motivation (5 mins)
- Play newsbowl current events game with each team of students for one question each. Ask if there are any questions for discussion regarding any current events.

Explain to students The Rule of Three - We remember three things. 
The rule of three is one of the oldest in the book - Aristotle wrote about it in his book Rhetoric. Put simply it is that people tend to easily remember three things. 

Remember as a kid when your mum sent you down to the shop to buy a number of things. But when you got to the shop all you could remember were three things. This is the rule of three 

Odds are that people will only remember three things from your presentation—Politicians and presenters use this idea to their advantage when speaking. Some examples from the past and present include: Veni, Vidi, Vici (I came, I saw, I conquered) - Julius Caesar**
"Friends, Romans, Countrymen lend me your ears" - William Shakespeare 
"Our priorities are Education, Education, Education" - Tony Blair
A Mars a day helps you to work, rest and play - Advertising slogan
Stop, look and listen - Public safety announcement

- Explain that there were 3 main Muslim Empires historians have labeled as “great,” and remember these were not Arab empires. (Ask about meaning.) We have already studied the Ottomans at length. Today we will be studying the last two, the Safavids and the Mughals. 

Transition: It is important to know just where these empires called home, so let’s take out our maps from the yesterday and outline the Safavid empire. 

Lesson Procedure (transitions included) (40 mins)
- At this time have students take out their Muslim Empires map from the previous day and have them follow along as you trace the geographic extent of the Safavid Empire on the map. (Students should follow along and shade lighter than they did for the Ottomans.)  Tell students to keep their maps close-by, as we will be shading in the Mughal Empire in a bit. 

- When this is finished, have students open textbooks to page 365, beginning with the Safavid Empire heading. Pull cards to have students read. As they are reading, have them take the notes from the overhead. 

- When you reach the section regarding Sunni & Shia (Shiite) split, pass out handout and read together, having students make a prediction for the future or a possible solution to the problem in Iraq between the two sects. 

- Continue with the reading and notes over the Mughal Empire. 

Closure (5 mins)
- Analyze with students why the Muslim empires did not last, both during their time in power and their lack of effectiveness today. Have students analyze why an empire falls apart, and apply it to the Muslim world of yesterday and today. 

- Assign 12.3 Assessment Q’s 1-4 in complete sentences. 

Assessment

Students’ abilities to describe the growth of cities and trade will be assessed informally through the map activities.  
I. Safavid Empire

A. Location

     1. Present-day Iran

         a. East of Ottoman Empire

B. Began in 1501

     1. Leader Esma’il conquers Persia—becomes king (“shah”)

     2. Makes Shiism official religion

     3. Defeated by Ottomans in 1514

C. 1588—Abbas becomes “Shah”

     1. Defeats Ottomans and takes lands

D. Safavid Culture

     1. Blended Muslim and Persian traditions

     2. Grew wealthy from trade

     3. Lasted until mid-1700’s

II. Mughal Empire

A. Location

    1. Northern India


a. East of Safavids

B. Began in 1526

    1. Turkish Muslims led by Babur

    2. Later emperor Akbar establishes religious tolerance toward Hindus

C. Mughal Culture

    1. Muslims and Hindus lived in peace in beginning

    2. Built Taj Mahal in 1600’s

    3. Late 1600’s, violence between Muslims and Hindus ends Mughal empire

	Sunni and Shiite branches of Islam
by Rit Nosotro
Comparative Essay


Compare/contrast the Sunni and Shiite branches of Islam in their theology and culture, and review its effect on History. 

Islam is the second largest religion in the world, with over one billion followers, and growing at a rate of about 20% per year.1The religion has two major branches: the Sunnis, with 940 million believers, and Shiites, with 120 million. These two sects also each have their own branches and divisions, including the well-known Wahhabi sect of the Sunnis. The major groups have some very important distinctions that continue to affect the history of the world. 

What caused the original divide?

The groups first diverged after the Prophet Muhammad died in 632, and his followers could not agree on whether to choose bloodline successors or leaders most likely to follow the tenets of the faith.

The group now known as Sunnis chose Abu Bakr, the prophet’s adviser, to become the first successor, or caliph, to lead the Muslim state. Shiites favored Ali, Muhammad’s cousin and son-in-law. Ali and his successors are called imams, who not only lead the Shiites but are considered to be descendants of Muhammad. After the 11th imam died in 874, and his young son was said to have disappeared from the funeral, Shiites in particular came to see the child as a Messiah who had been hidden from the public by God.

The largest sect of Shiites, known as “twelvers,” have been preparing for his return ever since.

How did the violence start?

In 656, Ali’s supporters killed the third caliph. Soon after, the Sunnis killed Ali’s son Husain.

Fighting continued but Sunnis emerged victorious over the Shiites and came to revere the caliphate for its strength and piety.

Shiites focused on developing their religious beliefs, through their imams.

One of the things they agree on is that Allah is one. God is the only god. Both also believe that Mohammed was the last prophet. They agree that one day Allah will resurrect all humans and question (not judge) their beliefs and actions. They believe that all of the “famous” sins such as murder, adultery, stealing, etc. are sins. Finally, they both agree on the five pillars of Islam. Otherwise they wouldn’t be Muslims, would they? But there are quite a few more disagreements with the two branches than agreements. 

According to the Sunnis, Allah has a body, although it is not exactly human. They interpret parts of the Quran literally where it talks about his leg, face, and hand. The Shiites say Allah does not have a body. Shiites say that Allah will never be seen, and the Sunnis believe Allah can be seen, on earth and in the afterlife. Another theological difference is the Shiites believe Allah commands something because it is a good thing (and does not command something because it is bad). Sunnis think that because Allah orders it, it makes it good. So, according to the Sunnis, if Allah orders you to murder someone it is not a sin. Shiites believe that Allah does not do anything that does not have a purpose, while their counterparts say Allah does some things aimlessly. Another important item is that the Shiites say Allah knows what we will do but does not make us do it. Sunnis say he creates all our acts. Shiites also believe that all prophets are sinless. Sunnis are split: Are they sinless their whole life or just since the beginning of their ministry? Do all sins count, or only infidelity? Does he have to sin intentionally or can it be unintentionally? These are major theological differences, but there are also differences in culture. 

One of the things Shiites do differently from Sunnis is that during prayer they put their head on a piece of hard clay instead of the mat. Also, they combine prayers so sometimes they only pray three times a day as opposed to five. Shiites are also permitted “fixed-term temporary marriages”, which is banned by the Sunnis even though it was allowed during Mohammed’s age. 

Logic dictates that God has and had a divine plan that included the Muslim division in 680 A.D. If the Muslims had all been united under one cause, would they not have been more powerful? Would they not have done more and more damage to the Jews and Christians? Would the Jews have even been capable of setting up their own nation in 1948 in fulfillment of Biblical prophecy? In these ways we can see God’s perfect will through history. And He is not finished. The differences between Sunnis and Shiites still affect the world today. 

Obviously, the most profound impact is now felt in the Middle East. In Iraq, the Shiite population is about fifty-five percent. Sunni population is forty percent, and non-Muslims make up five percent. The 2005 elections revealed that no one group could run the country without the other. In Iran, almost any Muslim (actually ninety-three percent) is a Shiite.2 Despite being the minority, Sunnis dominated Iraqi politics while Hussein was in power which is what partly led to the decade long war between the two countries begining in the eighties. Millions were killed on both sides. Although the war has ended, Sunnis and Shiites are still fighting for power and pride today. 

Christian scripture teaches that it is in God's nation of Israel where He will establish His kingdom. Because this region is dominated by Islam, the differences between the two branches will certainly continue to have an impact in the re-gathering of Israel, “that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth--in Him.”3 

World History Lesson Plan—12.4 Islamic Cultural Achievements

Goal(s)

· To develop student understanding of the Islamic Culture.

Objective(s)

· The student will describe the cultural and scientific legacy of the Arab civilization. (OACS People, 7.4)

Materials and Resources (for each student)

· Notes over section 12.4 (previous homework)

· Textbook pgs 368-371

· Props for skit

Motivation (5 mins)
- Play newsbowl current events game with each team of students for one question each. Ask if there are any questions for discussion regarding any current events.

- Check students’ notes from the previous night and tell them they will be using these notes and their textbook to do some acting. 

Lesson Procedure (transitions included) (40 mins)
- Number students off by 5’s (there should be groups of 4 or 5). Explain the groups will be responsible for creating a 3-scene skit that incorporates ideas from 3 cultural achievements they took notes over last night. It will be up to the audience to guess what achievement the group is trying to show. Audience must write after each scene what achievement the group is portraying and see how they did at the end. 

- Move to gym/auditorium and allow students 15 minutes to prepare skits. When time is up, begin skits. 

Closure (5 mins)
- Explain that many religions of the world have some overlapping themes or ideas. Have students provide the definition of Sufism and explain how this relates to any other religion they have studied so far in class this year. (Should relate to Christianity and Judaism because of its monotheistic idea of personal relationship with God.) 

Assessment
Students’ abilities to describe legacy of Arab civilization will be assessed informally through the skit activity. 
Chapter 12: The Islamic World--Jeopardy Questions
Section 12.1: The Roots of Islam
100- T or F: Mecca’s rulers approved of Muhammad’s teachings and helped spread Islam
A: False
200- Name one thing the early followers of Islam, Judaism, and Christianity had in common.
A: They all believed that there was only one God
300- What was the most important difference between Muhammad’s teachings and the beliefs of other Arabs?
A: Muhammad taught that there was only one God
400- How did Muhammad react to the fact that rich merchants were ignoring the poor and keeping wealth for themselves?
A: He prayed and meditated in the hills outside Mecca
500- Why do geographers call Arabia a “crossroads” location?

A: Trade routes linking Africa, Asia, and Europe run through it.
Section 12.2: Islamic Beliefs and Practices
100- T or F: Muslims consider the Shariah to be the exact word of God as it was told to Muhammad
A: False
200- T or F: A main Islamic belief is that Muhammad was the son of God
A: False (human prophet)
300- These two pieces of writing form the basis of Islamic law.
A: Qu’ran and Sunnah
400- The fifth pillar of Islam is a pilgrimage to _______.
A: Mecca
500- What is the central teaching of Islam?
A: Allah is the only God and Muhammad is his prophet.
Section 12.3: Islamic Empires
100- T or F: Muslims forced those they conquered to convert to Islam.
A: False
200- T or F: The Ottoman, Safavid, and Mughal empires all tried to expand their territory through warfare.

A: True

300- How were the Ottoman and Mughal empires similar?
A: They both were blends of different cultures.
400- Explain the main effect trade and tolerance had on the Muslim world.

A: Both allowed other cultures to influence the Muslim world.
500- What was the most important factor in the spread of Islam during the 600’s?
A: Conquering non-Muslims
Section 12.4: Cultural Achievements
100- T or F: Muslim scientists invented the astrolabe.
A: False (improved Greek invention) 
200- Muslim calligraphy was a combination of two things: art and religion, or art and science?
A: Art and religion
300- This person wrote a medical encyclopedia that was translated into Latin and widely used throughout Europe.
A: Avicenna
400- Explain the Sufism movement.
A: Based on developing a personal relationship with God
500- What was the main reason knowledge spread throughout the Muslim world so quickly?
A: The scholars all understood Arabic

Vocabulary: All Sections
100- Title used by Persian kings was __________.

A: shah

200- Another name for sponsor is _________.

A: patron

300- Group of traders that travel together is called a __________.

A: caravan

400- A title that Muslims use for the highest leader of Islam.

A: caliph

500- A common feature of Muslim architecture was a _______.

A: Minaret
Final Jeopardy Q’s

1) Which Ottoman leader became known as “the Conqueror”?
A: Mehmed II
2) Who was chosen to be the leader of Islam after Muhammad’s death?
A: Abu Bakr
Post-Assessment of Islamic World
Directions: Circle the response that best resembles your understanding of the

        concepts. 

1) Arabia features


Expert

Average 
Limited
None
2) Arabia lifestyle


Expert

Average
Limited
None
3) Muhammad


Expert

Average
Limited
None

4) Islam



Expert

Average 
Limited
None
5) Qur’an



Expert

Average 
Limited
None
6) Sunnah



Expert

Average 
Limited
None
7) Shariah



Expert

Average 
Limited
None

8) Ottoman Empire


Expert

Average 
Limited
None
9) Safavid Empire


Expert

Average 
Limited
None
10) Mughal Empire


Expert

Average 
Limited
None
11) Islam Science


Expert

Average 
Limited
None
12) Islam Math


Expert

Average 
Limited
None
13) Islamic Art


Expert

Average 
Limited
None
Chapter 12 The Islamic World Test
Multiple Choice
Identify the letter of the choice that best completes the statement or answers the question.
____
1.
Where is the Arabian Peninsula located?

	a.
	the northwest corner of Asia
	c.
	the northeast corner of Asia

	b.
	the southeast corner of Asia
	d.
	the southwest corner of Asia


____
2.


	But as Muhammad was growing up, many rich merchants began to ignore the poor and keep their wealth for themselves.


In what way did Muhammad react to these changes?

	a.
	He became concerned but did nothing about them.

	b.
	He went on a pilgrimage to the shrine in Mecca.

	c.
	He prayed and meditated in the hills outside Mecca.

	d.
	He left Mecca and traveled to Jerusalem.


____
3.
What was the most important difference between Muhammad’s teachings and the beliefs of other Arabs?

	a.
	Muhammad taught that people should be kind to the poor.

	b.
	Muhammad taught that there was only one God.

	c.
	Muhammad taught that there were many gods.

	d.
	Muhammad taught that people should make pilgrimages to Kaaba.


____
4.
All of the following are rules described in the Qur´an except

	a.
	Muslims may not drink alcohol.
	c.
	Muslims must wash before praying.

	b.
	Muslims may not eat pork.
	d.
	Muslims must ignore the hadith.


____
5.
The Sunnah is based on the

	a.
	hadith.
	c.
	Qur´an.

	b.
	Shariah.
	d.
	Five Pillars of Islam.


____
6.
Which of the following best describes why Islamic law is important to Muslims?

	a.
	It helps people live according to their religious values.

	b.
	It says what Muslims should not eat or drink.

	c.
	It is a written record of the life of Muhammad.

	d.
	It is one of the Five Pillars of Islam.


____
7.
The Qur´an and the Sunnah both form the basis for

	a.
	the hadith.
	c.
	Islamic law.

	b.
	the hajj.
	d.
	jihad.


____
8.
After Muhammad’s death, the title given to Islam’s highest leaders was

	a.
	successor.
	c.
	sultan.

	b.
	caliph.
	d.
	emperor.


____
9.
In terms of importance to the spread of knowledge in the Islamic world, which would you rank first?

	a.
	The scholars made advances in math and science.

	b.
	The scholars spoke different languages.

	c.
	The scholars came from different cultures.

	d.
	The scholars all understood Arabic.


____
10.
Minarets were used to

	a.
	store Islamic texts.
	c.
	call Muslims to prayer.

	b.
	hold translations of poetry.
	d.
	decorate mosques.


Short Answer

11.
What are some of the guidelines for moral behavior described in the Qur´an?


12.
What is Ramadan, and what do Muslims do to show that it is important?


13.
What happened near the city of Tours in 711?


14.
What was the most important difference between the Sunni and the Shia?


15.
What were some of the achievements of Muslim doctors?

Completion
Complete each sentence or statement.

16.
A way of life in which people traveled the deserts with their herds in search of food and water is called ____________________. (sedentary/nomadic)

17.
A wet, fertile area in a desert is a(n) ____________________. (oasis/peninsula)

18.
Prior to Muhammad, most Arabs practiced ____________________. (polytheism/Sufism)

19.
____________________ was the name of a new religion introduced by the prophet Muhammad. (Muslim/Islam)

20.
____________________ refers to the inner struggle people go through in their effort to obey God and behave according to Islamic ways. (Allah/Jihad)

21.
The fifth pillar of Islam is a pilgrimage to ____________________. (Mecca/Medina)

22.
The ____________________ talks about the way that Muhammad lived. (Sunnah/Qur´an)

23.
____________________ was chosen to be the leader of Islam after Muhammad’s death. 

(Mehmed II/Abu Bakr)

24.
The Ottomans were ____________________ Muslims. (Sunni/Shia)

25.
Muslim advances in ____________________ combined new thoughts with Greek and Indian knowledge. (geography/medicine)
True/False
Indicate whether the sentence or statement is true or false.
____
26.
Arabia lies in a cool, wet region of the world.
____
27.
Belonging to a tribe probably gave nomads better access to grazing land.
____
28.
Mecca’s rulers approved of Muhammad’s teachings and helped spread the Islamic message.
____
29.
Many merchants in Mecca rejected the teachings of Muhammad because they did not want to lose money.
____
30.
Muslims consider the Shariah to be the exact word of God as it was told to Muhammad.
____
31.
Muslims study the hadith, which is a written record of Muhammad’s words and actions.
____
32.
The Qur´an and the Shia guide Muslims in their daily life.
____
33.
During the 900s, Córdoba was the largest and most advanced city in Europe.
____
34.
Sufism has caused many people to convert to Islam.
____
35.
Abbas was one of the most famous Sufi poets.
Matching
Match each item with the correct statement.

	a.
	pilgrimage
	h.
	jihad

	b.
	shah
	i.
	mosque

	c.
	tolerance
	j.
	caravan

	d.
	nomads
	k.
	patrons

	e.
	Five Pillars of Islam
	l.
	caliph

	f.
	minaret
	m.
	calligraphy

	g.
	Babur


____
36.
Title used by Persian kings
____
37.
Sponsors
____
38.
Five acts of worship required of all Muslims
____
39.
Group of traders that travel together
____
40.
Decorative writing
____
41.
Acceptance
____
42.
Building for Muslim prayer
____
43.
A title that Muslims use for the highest leader of Islam
____
44.
Common feature of Muslim architecture
____
45.
A journey to a sacred place

Source:

Burstein, S., Shek, R. (2006). World History. Austin, TX: Holt, Rinehart, & Winston.

