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Rationale


Writing is a major form of expression that each person uses daily.  There is no career that will exist in our students’ futures that will not contain some form of written expression.  In a way, our students will live in a contextualized environment.  Every task they will be asked to complete will be a real life situation; therefore, it is necessary to give them examples, samples, and assignments that relate to “real world situations” (Chiarelott, 2006.)  

Often though, students in our district face many challenges when transferring their thoughts and words from their brains to paper.  They do not understand that slang and “street” or everyday language is inappropriate when writing in a formal style.  When a student does not feel confident with writing, which is often the case with many of these students, he or she may begin to doubt his or her academic abilities.  Without models and practice, our students struggle with formatting a basic five paragraph essay with minimal errors and connected ideas and feel no personal connection to what they are asked to do.


As educators, it is our goal to teach our students the format of an essay and how to apply the rules of grammar to that essay.  It is necessary to use a variety of teaching methods in the classroom environment to allow the students to make the connections they need to process what is to be learned.  They need to see the organization it takes to write an essay modeled for them so that they can mimic the process.  


When designing this plan, it is easy enough to follow Chiarelott’s instructional sequencing.  The introductory phase of the unit includes the pre-assessment.  The pre-assessment connects the writing sub-unit to the grammar sub-unit.  Students are expected to apply the rules of grammar to the writing of a five paragraph essay.  At this point in the unit, the teacher is seeking out how organized the student’s writing is, as well as observing the format of the essay.  We often find that ninth graders struggle with addressing a prompt directly and maintaining the flow of an essay.


The developmental phase of the lesson includes lessons on parallel structure, thesis statements, prewriting, and formatting the five paragraph essay.  Each of these lessons outlines a step in the process for the students while using prompts that the students can easily relate to.  Most of these lessons are project-based in that the teacher will assess a final product in each stage.  When a different approach is needed, these lessons can be quickly adapted with the Jigsaw Model.

The concluding phase of the lesson is the post assessment where students will write a final five paragraph essay independently.  While various approaches have been utilized to stimulate learning throughout the unit, it is necessary to observe individual learning.  Again, it is important to give the students a prompt to which they can relate so that they feel as if the assessment they are completing is relevant to their lives.  


Most of the lessons included in this unit follow a similar pattern with how the students will take notes and then “practice” what has been learned in the lesson.  This is necessary so that the students continue to follow an organized pattern, just like an essay should follow some organization.  While the initial structure may be the same, the unit can be easily adapted for differentiated instruction.  The teacher should evaluate how students handle each section before determining which method of learning is best for the students.  This may vary by class or by level.  Some students will benefit from independent work while others will require the assistance of other students or the teacher to best learn and retain the information presented in each piece of the unit.


This unit also gives the teacher an opportunity to give the students “sufficient practice and corrective feedback” (Chiarelott, 2006).  Feedback will constantly be given to our students throughout their lives.  During their high school years, students should begin to understand how use feedback to improve the skills they are learning.  The Blended Classroom Environment provides the opportunity for the students to gain information from the teacher and respond to requests made by the teacher in their own manner.  Not only can students meet with the teacher for review of an essay, they can also peer review with one another.  Often, teachers will use both methods of editing to give their students sufficient review.  In inclusion classrooms, each adult in the room could also facilitate a small group whereby the students orally read their essays and edit for errors they hear.  Each of the alternatives can be easily applied and added to this unit.

Finally, this unit addresses the needs of all students.  While all students do not struggle with writing skills, all students can benefit from additional review and practice particularly when one of the Ohio Graduation Tests is based solely on writing and writing practices.  This unit addresses the Ohio Academic Content Standards for Writing while utilizing differentiated learning strategies.  Through these varied methods of reading, it is the hope that each student can improve his writing.  The improvement can be based on a rubric review of both the pre-assessment and post assessment writing products.
Sub-Unit Outcomes

The Five Paragraph Essay Sub-unit
The students will

…write an accurate thesis statement. (application)
…write an outline prior to completing an essay addressing all needs. (application and analysis)

… integrate appropriate paragraph structure with topic sentences and details. (synthesis)

… use appropriate parallel structure in paragraphs. (application and synthesis)
… identify errors made throughout paragraphs and correct them. (knowledge)
…write a five paragraph essay with an introduction, body, and conclusion. (application)
Pre-Assessment


The pre-assessment used in this unit is a simple essay request.  While this task may seem cumbersome for the pre-assessment, it is necessary to figure out where each student is at in the writing process.  Our students begin writing five paragraph essay in middle school; however, the teachers often see that information learned is not transferred easily for the students when they reach high school.  By reviewing a five paragraph essay written by each student, the teacher can determine how much time needs to be spent on each part of the lesson.  At our high school, we have three levels of Language Arts at each grade level – Honors, Academic, and General.  At times, entire steps may be skipped with the Honors students and sometimes even the Academic students.  It is rare that a step can be eliminated with our General students because they often require additional review whereas the Honors and Academic students require extension activities.


Throughout the unit, it will be important to keep the students enthusiastically involved in each lesson and activity presented.  This is of particular importance with the pre-assessment.  This unit can last several weeks depending on the skill level of each student.  The topic presented in the sample is one that the students can have fun with and relate to.  The prompt can be changed, but it is suggested that the teacher select a topic that is not too “heavy” or the students may lose interest.

A follow-up activity for the pre-assessment could include the student reviewing and evaluating their own writing in a journal entry.  At this point, it cannot be expected that the students know each editing expectation.  They can, however, pair up and orally read their essays to one another.  This is often suggested to the students so that they can hear some of the errors they have made within their writing.  The teacher can also present several categories or topics of concern that the students can select from (organization, use of details, and overall flow of essay).  These categories can then become the topic for the journal entry with the student writing a suggestion as to how to fix the problem and avoid it in the future.

Name _______________________________ Date __________________

Topic: Our world is certainly not perfect and often times we wish we could change the ways of the world. Imagine you were President and could change 3 things about the world. What would you change, why you would change it, and how you would change it?

A. You will turn in 3 paragraphs. Each paragraph will have a different suggestion about what you would change if you were president. (Start off your first paragraph by saying, “The first thing I would change if I were president would be…” and following the same format for the second and third paragraphs.)

B. Try to include 4-6 sentences in EACH paragraph. (Hint: the first sentence will tell what you would change. The next 2 sentences should explain why you would change it. The last 2 sentences should explain how you would change it.)

C. There are many things to write about. Here are a few ideas:

· Abortion

· Required schooling until 12th grade

· Teenage pregnancy

· Driving age

· Hate crimes and punishment for them

· Hospitalization for everyone

· Providing college money to all people

· Metal detectors in school taxes

· Jobs

· Drinking/smoking age

· The death penalty

· Democracy or dictatorship

· Providing housing for the poor

· Welfare

· Dress codes in high school

D. Be honest and do the best you can. Spelling does not count. As long as you do it (with effort) you will get full credit!

Here’s an example:


The first thing I would change if I were president would be the driving age. I would change the driving age to at least 19. I would change this because I feel that anyone younger than the age of 19 is not responsible enough to drive a car. Once a person graduates from high school and goes out into the “real world” they learn what responsibility really is. If I were President I would change this by lowering insurance rates if the law passes. This would encourage people to vote “yes” for the law.

Lesson 1: The Pre-Assessment (2 days)
Unit Outcome:

The student will write a five paragraph essay with an introduction, body, and conclusion. (application)

Time Period Objectives:

· Students will utilize previously learned and reviewed grammar rules when writing a five paragraph essay.
Materials:

· Pre-Assessment Essay Assignment sheet
· Rubric for evaluation (The same rubric will be used for the pre-assessment as well as the post assessment.)
Procedures: 

Before Lesson:
Students will complete a Daily Language Practice (DLP).  This activity reviews grammatical structure and sentence error correction.  This allows the students to review material learned earlier in the year and contemplate how to tie it in to current material. (5-7 minutes)

Introduction:
Students will orally review what they recall from previous schooling about writing an essay.  Particular attention should be paid to the number of paragraphs and what each paragraph should be about.  (5 minutes)

Activities:
Students will independently respond to a prompt in a five paragraph essay.  (80 minutes)
Key Questions:
Do the students recall the three main parts of an essay?

Can the students effectively organize a five paragraph essay?

Summary/Closure/Evaluation:

Students will orally share their essay with a partner.  Each pair of students will write down three suggestions to improve each essay.  Students will be given topics related to essay writing to assist them in writing suggestions.  (i.e. organization, use of details, overall flow of essay).  Suggestions should not be lengthy, just identifiable.
5-Paragraph Essay Final Evaluation
Name:_____________________________________________________________
Introduction Paragraph:  (20 points)


Universal Statement






1    2    3    4    5


Placement of thesis statement (last sentence)


1    2    3    4    5


Thesis Statement includes 3 parallel ideas



1    2    3    4    5


Contains 4-5 sentences





1    2    3    4    5

Body Paragraphs: Coherence & Unity  (25 points)


Clear Topic Sentences including transitions


1    2    3    4    5


Details support topic / stays on topic



1    2    3    4    5


Sentences make sense





1    2    3    4    5


Transitions used & used properly




1    2    3    4    5


Contain 5-7 sentences per paragraph



1    2    3    4    5

Conclusion Paragraph:  (20 points)


Restatement of thesis with transition (1st sentence)
  
1    2    3    4    5


Sums up each paragraph in a sentence



1    2    3    4    5


Closes with a positive/clever statement



1    2    3    4    5


Contains 4-5 sentences





1    2    3    4    5

Mechanics & Grammar:  (25 points)


Correct capitalization & punctuation



1    2    3    4    5


Indented paragraphs






1    2    3    4    5


Sentence structure (no run-ons or fragments)


1    2    3    4    5


Spelling







1    2    3    4    5


Legible handwriting/clean final copy



1    2    3    4    5
Miscellaneous Points:  (60 points)

Working & Staying on Task 





__________ / 25


Outline  







__________ / 10


Rough Draft







__________ / 20


Self evaluation






__________ / 5

Total
Points








__________ / 150

Extra Credit – Typed Essay





__________ /  10

Grading Scale:
138-150 = A

111-123 = C

0-97 = F

124-137 = B

 98-110 = D


Lesson 2: Parallel Structure (2-3 days)

Unit Outcome:

The student will use appropriate parallel structure in paragraphs. (application and synthesis)
Time Period Objectives:

· Students will review, discuss, and take parallel structure notes.

· Students will orally respond to prompts within presentation.

· Students will practice writing parallel statements.

Materials:

· Parallel Structure Powerpoint presentation

· Parallel Structure Guided Notes

· Parallel Structure Practice Worksheet 1

· Parallel Structure Practice Worksheet 2
· Computer

· LCD projector

Procedures: 

Before Lesson:
Students will complete a Daily Language Practice (DLP).  This activity reviews grammatical structure and sentence error correction.  This allows the students to review material learned earlier in the year and contemplate how to tie it in to current material. (5-7 minutes)

Introduction:
Students will review the first three slides of the presentation without taking any notes.  Typically, ninth grade students do not understand the concept of parallel structure.  By reviewing several sentences with faulty structure and then reviewing the corrections, students begin to understand the concept.  (5 minutes)

Activities:
1. Students will take notes on the Guided Notes form following the Powerpoint presentation.  Teacher will discuss and extend additional ideas throughout the presentation.  This presentation also requires student participation.  (20 minutes)

2. Students will complete Parallel Structure Worksheet 1.  Students should work in pairs at this point in the lesson.  (25 minutes)

3. Students will review Parallel Structure Worksheet 1 as a class.  It benefits the students to see the worksheet projected on the screen.  The teacher (or student helper) can type in responses so that the students can hear the responses as well as see them.  (25 minutes)

Key Questions:
What is parallel structure?

How do you correct a sentence with faulty parallelism?

Summary/Closure/Evaluation:

Students will complete Parallel Structure Worksheet 2 for homework at the completion of the lesson.  This is expected to be practice and review for the students so it should not be assigned prior to the review of worksheet completed in class.
Name: _______________________________________________  Date:  _______

PARALLEL STRUCTURE NOTES

(A.K.A. PARALLELISM)

I.  Definition of Parallelism
· __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

II.  Fix these sentences that contain FAULTY PARALLELSIM:
1. She likes to listen to music and reading the latest novels.

Correction:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

OR

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. My son wants to be either a fireman or fly planes.

Correction:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

OR

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name:  ________________________________________ Date: _________ Period: ______
Recognizing Faulty Parallelism

Part I:  Fault Parallelism or Correct?  Identify each sentence as either correct (C) or containing faulty parallelism (FP).

1.  _____  The audience laughed, cheered, and cried.

2.  _____  Mrs. Bellitto reads books, listens to music, and she watches television.

3.  _____  Niki’s favorite subjects are Spanish, English, and she likes Math.

4.  _____  Because you are my friend and because I do not want to hurt you, I will leave now.

5.  _____  My best friend’s family hikes, swims, and running.

6.  _____  Rose drove the car, Carlos read the map, and the baby was held by Joe.

7.  _____  Mr. Inman bought ham, salad, and bread.

8.  _____  She knows how to plan, how to take notes, and using a number of different resources.

9.  _____  Ted likes jogging, dancing, and to go on hikes.

10. _____  Resting, exercising, and to eat good foods are recommended.

11. _____  He described skiing in the mountains, swimming in the ocean, and driving in the 

parking lot.

12. _____  My dog has a long tail, a wet nose, and tail that is fluffy.

13. _____  He wanted three things out of college: to learn a skill, to make good friends, and 

learning about life.

14. _____  Come to class prepared to take notes and to ask questions.

15. _____  Robert was an excellent student because he liked to study, to research, and he enjoyed reading.

Part II:  Correcting the FP’s.  Correct the 10 sentences from above that you labeled as containing faulty parallelism.  (Yes, you must rewrite the sentence!)  

#_____:  ______________________________________________________________________


   ______________________________________________________________________

#_____:  ______________________________________________________________________


   ______________________________________________________________________

#_____:  ______________________________________________________________________


   ______________________________________________________________________

#_____:  ______________________________________________________________________


   ______________________________________________________________________

#_____:  ______________________________________________________________________


   ______________________________________________________________________

#_____:  ______________________________________________________________________


   ______________________________________________________________________

#_____:  ______________________________________________________________________


   ______________________________________________________________________

#_____:  ______________________________________________________________________


   ______________________________________________________________________

#_____:  ______________________________________________________________________


   ______________________________________________________________________

#_____:  ______________________________________________________________________

 
   ______________________________________________________________________
Name:  ______________________________

Date:  _______________ Period: _____

Practice with Parallelism

Part I:  Correcting Faulty Parallelism.   Rewrite the sentences, putting each in proper parallel form. 
1.  She likes to listen to music and reading the latest novels.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  He spent his time studying Spanish, working at the grocery store, and he jogged every afternoon.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  The dog was running, barking, and he chased after the boys.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  He watched the latest movie, studied for his math test, and was talking on the telephone.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  Last year, my brother dropped out of school, was looking for work, and needed a place to stay.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.  Mary likes to hike, to swim, and riding a bicycle.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.  The student was asked to write her report in a quick manner, accurately, and thoroughly.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.  The wind blew, the rain was falling, and the dog barked.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.  Tom enjoys swimming, and he likes to skate too.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.  The work was difficult and there was danger in it. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11.  My son wants to be either a fireman or fly planes. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12.  To get to Washington a person may travel by bus, by airplane, or ride in his own car.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13.  Few young men have had the opportunity to study such vocations as nursing, hairdressing, and how to cook.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

14.  The volcanic eruption required people to evacuate the small island, to seek aid, and that they return to the mainland.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

15.  The comedian was clever, original, and kept us laughing.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Lesson 3: Thesis Statements (3-4 days)

Unit Outcome:

The student will write an outline prior to completing an essay addressing all needs. (application and analysis)

Time Period Objectives:

· Students will review, discuss, and take outline notes.

· Students will orally respond to prompts within presentation.

· Students will practice writing an outline.

Materials:

· Thesis Statement Powerpoint presentation

· Thesis Statement Guided Notes 
· Thesis Statement Practice Worksheet
· Computer

· LCD projector

Procedures: 

Before Lesson:
Students will complete a Daily Language Practice (DLP).  This activity reviews grammatical structure and sentence error correction.  This allows the students to review material learned earlier in the year and contemplate how to tie it in to current material. (5-7 minutes)
Introduction:
Students will briefly discuss what they can recall about a thesis statement when writing.  It may be necessary to quickly review the placement of the thesis statement within the introduction paragraph to remind the students about the statement and what it accomplishes before taking the notes. 
Activities:
1. Students will take notes on the Guided Notes form following the Powerpoint presentation.  Teacher will discuss and extend additional ideas throughout the presentation.  This presentation also requires student participation.  (30-35 minutes)

2. Students will then pair up to write practice thesis statements

3. Students will complete the Thesis Statement worksheet.  This activity can be completed independently, in pairs, or in small groups depending on the learning level of each group of students.  I suggest independently for Academic students and in pairs for General students.  (30 minutes)

4. Students will review Thesis Statement worksheet as a class sharing their responses and evaluating the strength of each statement.  Students should work in pairs to select which of the two thesis statements is better and write it out for the class.  The class can then discuss what the thesis statement has that works and what the group can do to improve it.  (25 minutes)

Key Questions:
What does a thesis statement do?

What is a thesis statement?

How do you effectively write a thesis statement?
What details are included in a thesis statement?
Summary/Closure/Evaluation:

Students will be asked to orally review the three main points of the thesis statement.  After hearing the response several times during the lesson, writing it out, and viewing it through the presentation, students should feel confident in knowing what a thesis statement should accomplish.  At times, students may be asked independently to complete a sentence about one of the three major points of a thesis statement.  This will give the teacher an idea about necessary corrective time as well if students are struggling with the concept of thesis statements.  Finally, students should select one of the prompts from the final slide of the slideshow.  Based on one of the prompts selected by the student, each student should write a thesis statement.  Independent thesis statements should be collected and graded.  Students can then work in pairs and share their responses which will be used throughout the remainder of the unit.
Thesis Statement Notes

Name:  _________________________________________________  Date:  __________

I. Five-Paragraph Essay Overview:

1. Introduction – one paragraph that _____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
2. Body – three paragraphs that ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

3. Conclusion – one paragraph that ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

II. A Thesis Statement is…

· ______________________________________________________________

· with _____________________________________________________________

· that tells the reader what the __________________________________________

Example:  Bedford High School is the best high school because of the teachers, the classes, and the activities!

· Remember to use ___________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

· Your sentence MUST contain ________________________________________!
III. Helpful Hints…

· Make sure you can __________________________________________________

If you think you can’t, change the idea!

· ______________________________________________________________
If you can’t think of anything, make something up…chances are no one will know!  

(this applies only to essay writing & the OGT!)

· Use the words from the ______________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Name __________________________________ Date ____________________ Period ___

Thesis Statements




A. Write a complete parallel thesis statement for each of the following writing prompts.  (4 pts ea)
Your high school English class is going to speak to the elementary kids about the importance of education.  Explain why you feel it is important to graduate from high school and go to college.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Everyone enjoys a favorite snack.  Tell what yours is and why you enjoy it.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Pretend the Jell-O people want to put a new picture on the gelatin boxes. They are looking for a boy or girl your age! Write a letter to tell them why you are the best kid for the job.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A great athlete possesses many qualities.  Explain what qualities a great athlete should possess.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

You are serving on a committee to help your local school district pass a levy.  Your first job is to write a letter to the community explaining why you like your school.  Write a letter describing what you like about your school.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Think about your favorite season and explain why that season is your favorite.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Everyone has a personal hero.  Describe someone you admire.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Lesson 4: Outlining (2 days)

Unit Outcome:

The student will use appropriate parallel structure in paragraphs. (application and synthesis)
Time Period Objectives:

· Students will review, discuss, and take parallel structure notes.

· Students will orally respond to prompts within presentation.

· Students will practice writing parallel statements.

Materials:

· Outline Powerpoint presentation

· Outline Guided Notes (x2)
· Computer

· LCD projector

Procedures: 

Before Lesson:
Students will complete a Daily Language Practice (DLP).  This activity reviews grammatical structure and sentence error correction.  This allows the students to review material learned earlier in the year and contemplate how to tie it in to current material. (5-7 minutes)

Introduction:
Students will orally discuss what they can recall about outlining and different forms of organization.  Teacher will briefly discuss the importance of outlining for the OGT writing test.  Another way to get the students to connect with organizing an essay is through the following conversation.  Ask the students if they have ever mentally prepared a conversation they are about to have with a friend.  They format the conversation and expect a particular outcome (particularly if the topic of conversation is one of concern).  This is very similar to what is expected from the outline activity.  (5 minutes)

Activities:
1. Students will take notes on the Guided Notes form following the Powerpoint presentation.  Teacher will discuss and extend additional ideas throughout the presentation.  This presentation also requires student participation.  (20 minutes)

2. Students will then receive a second copy of the guided notes.  With a partner, the students should complete the outlining worksheet (guided notes) based on the topic they selected for their thesis statement.  This will be a continuation of the topic they have selected so that they can see how the lessons connect to one another.  (25 minutes)

Key Questions:
Why is it important to organize an essay before writing it?
What are some different ways of organizing an essay before writing it?

Why should you include details with each body paragraph?

Summary/Closure/Evaluation:

Students will offer suggestions for the various prompts in class.  If time allows, teacher and students can complete one final prewriting outline as a class based on one of the prompts.  Seeing an additional example will only benefit the students by giving them further exposure.  Paired outlines should be collected and graded.
Name: __________________________________________________________ Date: ________

Prewriting Outline:  5-Paragraph Essay
I.  Introduction Paragraph


Thesis statement (last sentence of paragraph):  _______________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

II.  Body Paragraph (#1):


Topic Sentence:  _________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

A. _____________________________________________________________________

B. _____________________________________________________________________

C. _____________________________________________________________________

D. _____________________________________________________________________

III.  Body Paragraph (#2):


Topic Sentence:  _________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

A. _____________________________________________________________________

B. _____________________________________________________________________

C. _____________________________________________________________________

D. _____________________________________________________________________

IV.  Body Paragraph (#3):


Topic Sentence:  _________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

A. _____________________________________________________________________

B. _____________________________________________________________________

C. _____________________________________________________________________

D. _____________________________________________________________________

V.  Conclusion Paragraph:


Restate thesis statement (1st sentence of paragraph):  __________________________


________________________________________________________________________

Lesson 5: Body Paragraphs (1 day)

Unit Outcome:

The student will integrate appropriate paragraph structure with topic sentences and details. (synthesis)

Time Period Objectives:

· Students will review, discuss, and take body paragraph notes.

· Students will orally respond to prompts within presentation.

· Students will practice writing body paragraphs based on previously selected thesis statements and outlines.

Materials:

· 5 Paragraph Essay Powerpoint presentation (NOTE:  This presentation contains information to be used with introductions and conclusions as well.  For the purpose of this project, introductions and conclusions are not included in this plan.)
· 5 Paragraph Essay guided notes
· Computer

· LCD projector

Procedures: 

Before Lesson:
Students will complete a Daily Language Practice (DLP).  This activity reviews grammatical structure and sentence error correction.  This allows the students to review material learned earlier in the year and contemplate how to tie it in to current material. (5-7 minutes)

Introduction:
At this point in time, the students may complain about note-taking, but learning the structure is necessary for the students to gain exposure to produce well-written essays.  Remind the students that this process is tedious, but the repetition will help them recall the procedure and writing tips given to them.  Then briefly discuss that writing the body paragraphs should be incredibly simple as they have already written out their details in the outline process.  These details will just need to be transferred into complete sentences that can then be used in their final essay products.  (5 minutes)

Activities:
1. First, students must take notes on the Guided Notes form following the Powerpoint presentation.  Teacher will discuss and extend additional ideas throughout the presentation.  This presentation also requires student participation.  (10 minutes)

2.  Students will then go back into the pairs in which they have been working.  Students will get their outlines back based on the prompt from the thesis statement presentation.  The students should assist one another in writing out each body paragraph for the practice essay.  Students should recall information about topic sentences and transitions from the notes.  Teacher may grade one paragraph for accuracy.  (25 minutes)

Key Questions:
What is the first sentence of a body paragraph called and why?
Why should we use transition words and phrases when writing?

How many sentences should each body paragraph contain?

Summary/Closure/Evaluation:

Before collecting the body paragraphs for evaluation, some of the pairs may wish to share their examples with the class.  For students who are struggling, it may be beneficial for them to HEAR additional examples.  They can then mimic the format.  Each group should also orally share their finished paragraphs in the pair.  Often, students will catch their errors when they hear the sentences read aloud.  By just looking at the sentences, the students’ brains will mask the errors.
Name:  _______________________________________________________ Date:  __________

The 5-Paragraph Essay: Guided Notes

I.  Introduction Paragraph

· First paragraph of the essay that _______________________________________

· Begins with a ____________________________ ( ________________________) and ends with a ___________________________ (________________________)
· May provide _______________________________________________________
· Contains __________________________________________________________

     Sample Introduction Paragraph:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

II, III, & IV.  Body Paragraphs


1.  The body of the essay:

· __________________________________________________________________

· __________________________________________________________________
2. Each body paragraph must have:

· A ________________________________ that begins with a ________________
· __________________________ that support the topic (_________ per paragraph)
*Remember each detail has to relate to the topic sentence!

· Contains ___________________________ (no run-ons or fragments)

Sample Body Paragraph:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
V.  Conclusion Paragraph

· Last paragraph of the essay that ________________________________________

· _______________________________________ in the first sentence of the conclusion (don’t forget a transition).

· Sum up ___________________________________________________________

· Must contain _______________________________________________________

· End the essay with __________________________________________________ This keeps the reader thinking about the topic.

Sample Conclusion Paragraph:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Post Assessment

The post assessment for this unit will combine all of the ideas included in this unit.  Students will be expected to independently write an essay based on a prompt.  While the lessons in this unit have been somewhat repetitive in nature, the repetition through visual learning, auditory learning, and kinesthetic learning (writing) will give the students several outlets from which to learn.  Often a lesson must be repeated even in our careers in order for someone to completely grasp the concept.

It is also very important for the students to interact with one another before creating an independent piece.  This opportunity gives the students a “sounding board” and the opportunity to practice writing, a task that may seem daunting to some students.  Many education classes for teachers explain that modeling is an excellent technique for student learning.  Throughout the entire unit, there have been multiple examples for the students to view.  Each step recreates the process embedding the procedures into a simple request for students.

Finally, there is nothing new in the post assessment for students to misunderstand.  The only variance for the students will be the prompt for the final essay.  The format for the five paragraph essay is the same as that used and modeled throughout the unit.  The rubric will also be the same giving the students additional exposure to how they will be graded.  Students will be expected to write a five paragraph essay with an introduction, three body paragraphs, and a conclusion.  The introduction should begin with a universal statement and end with a direct thesis statement that outlines each of the three body paragraphs.  The body paragraphs should be at least five sentences long and use transitions throughout the paragraph.  Each paragraph should also begin with a topic sentence that uses a transition word and relates back to the thesis.  Each detail should also relate to the topic.  The conclusion paragraph should restate the thesis and then sum up the ideas contained within the essay.  


The task may appear simple at the end of the unit, but some students, particularly those in inclusion classes, may still struggle with no assistance.  If the teacher deems it necessary, she may write the introduction with the students to help them begin the response.  The final response may be given as homework or completed in class over the course of a few days to give the students the opportunity to continue to ask questions of the teacher.  Lastly, the purpose of this project is not to allow the students to struggle, but to get them to embrace writing and gain strength in their skills.  By asking questions, the students will feel a support system and begin to trust their own instincts when writing.

Name _________________________________ Date ______________ Period ___
Five Paragraph Essay Final Assignment
English I



Task:  

Answer the following prompt with a five paragraph essay.  Follow ALL requirements listed below.

Prompt:  

Imagine that you are the chairperson of a group of high school students who are creating a time capsule.  (A time capsule is a container into which items that reflect your time and culture are placed.  The time capsule is then stored away and opened many years later.)  As chairperson, you must recommend items that you believe reflect your culture and should be placed in the time capsule.  This time capsule will be opened one hundred years from now.  What THREE items would you include in the time capsule?  Be sure to EXPLAIN the importance of including each item.

Requirements:

· Use five paragraph essay format.  (Consult your notes for reference.)

· Turn in a completed Prewriting Outline with an accurate thesis statement.

· Turn in a Rough Draft of all five paragraphs.

· Turn in a completed Self Evaluation of your Rough Draft.

· Turn in a Final Copy of your five paragraph essay.

Deadlines:

Thursday, February 19:  In-class work day (You will be awarded up to 25 points of participation for WORKING and STAYING ON TASK.  If you talk, you will lose points.)

Friday, February 20:  Prewriting Outlines are due at the beginning of the period.  NO EXCEPTIONS!  Work in class on paragraphs.

Monday, February 23:  In-class work day (You will be awarded up to 25 points of participation for WORKING and STAYING ON TASK.  If you talk, you will lose points.)

Tuesday, February 24:  Rough Drafts are due at the beginning of the period for Completion Points.  Work in class on Final Copy.

Wednesday, February 25:  Work on Self Evaluation of Rough Draft

Thursday, February 26:  Final Copy due

5-Paragraph Essay Final Evaluation
Name:_____________________________________________________________
Introduction Paragraph:  (20 points)


Universal Statement






1    2    3    4    5


Placement of thesis statement (last sentence)


1    2    3    4    5


Thesis Statement includes 3 parallel ideas



1    2    3    4    5


Contains 4-5 sentences





1    2    3    4    5

Body Paragraphs: Coherence & Unity  (25 points)


Clear Topic Sentences including transitions


1    2    3    4    5


Details support topic / stays on topic



1    2    3    4    5


Sentences make sense





1    2    3    4    5


Transitions used & used properly




1    2    3    4    5


Contain 5-7 sentences per paragraph



1    2    3    4    5

Conclusion Paragraph:  (20 points)


Restatement of thesis with transition (1st sentence)
  
1    2    3    4    5


Sums up each paragraph in a sentence



1    2    3    4    5


Closes with a positive/clever statement



1    2    3    4    5


Contains 4-5 sentences





1    2    3    4    5

Mechanics & Grammar:  (25 points)


Correct capitalization & punctuation



1    2    3    4    5


Indented paragraphs






1    2    3    4    5


Sentence structure (no run-ons or fragments)


1    2    3    4    5


Spelling







1    2    3    4    5


Legible handwriting/clean final copy



1    2    3    4    5
Miscellaneous Points:  (60 points)

Working & Staying on Task 





__________ / 25


Outline  







__________ / 10


Rough Draft







__________ / 20


Self evaluation






__________ / 5

Total
Points








__________ / 150

Extra Credit – Typed Essay





__________ /  10

Grading Scale:
138-150 = A

111-123 = C

0-97 = F

124-137 = B

 98-110 = D

