SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE

(SAC)

TERMS OF REFERENCE

The Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) is established to play an advisory role on scientific matters to The Arthritis Society’s National Board of Directors.

MANDATE:

The Scientific Advisory Committee’s role is to advise the Society on matters pertaining to arthritis science and research, specifically, but not exclusively –

· National strategic priorities for arthritis science research

· Planning and direction 

· New initiatives

· Research and Career Development scientific program structure

· Arthritis Society interface with other research funding agencies

· Arthritis Society partnerships; e.g. Industry, Governments 

· Allocation of resources

· Timely issues as they arise

FUNDING AUTHORITY:

SAC is responsible for the allocation of the ‘science’ component of the national Research and Career Development budget approved by the National Board.
REPORTING:

SAC regularly reports to the National Board of Directors on its activities through the Chairman of the Board and the Society’s President and CEO.  The Chair of SAC is a member of the Society’s National Board.

COMPOSITION:

The members of SAC will provide expertise in the following areas:

· Basic Science research; e.g. immunology, bone/joint/cartilage

· Clinical research; e.g. epidemiology, health services and knowledge translation and exchange
· Rehabilitation

· Orthopaedics

· Paediatrics

· Rheumatology

· Government relations

MEMBERSHIP:

SAC will consist of no fewer than 8 and no more than 12 members.  The Chair of SAC (an senior, well-established individual knowledgeable in arthritis research) will serve as a member of the Society’s Medical Advisory Committee (MAC); as will the Chair of MAC be a member of SAC.    Two appointees of the Society’s National board (one, a current or past member of the Board and one, an arthritis consumer) are also members of SAC.

SCIENTIFIC REVIEW PANELS:

SAC will annually constitute a Panel to review the scientific Research and Career Development program applications.  Membership of this Panel will be composed of a core of SAC members (Chair, Vice-Chair, Past-Chair, one National Board representative) and will include individuals with specific expertise in areas of arthritis research disciplines, as required in each application year.  Ordinarily, a current grantee will be a member of this Review Panel.  It is the role of this Panel to review the applications and make funding recommendations to SAC.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE:

The Nominating Committee will be comprised as follows:


Chair – Past Chair of SAC

· Chair of MAC

· 1 or 2 non Rheumatology members of SAC (at the discretion of the Nominating Committee Chair)

· 1 or 2 members from the arthritis community at large (at the discretion of the Nominating Committee Chair)

· Chair of TAS National Board Nominating Committee
The Nominating Committee of SAC will recruit members annually.  Selection of new SAC members will be done in consultation with the President of the Canadian Rheumatology Association, the President of the Canadian Orthopaedic Research Society and The Arthritis Society’s President and CEO.

This Nominating Committee will also make recommendation to the National Board as to the position of the SAC Chair.

All of the above are subject to the approval of the Society’s National Board.
TERM OF OFFICE:

Each member will serve a term of three years, renewable once at the discretion of the SAC Nominating Committee.  One third (1/3) of the Committee should stand down each year.

The Chairman of SAC will serve a three year term, renewable once at the discretion of the National board.  Upon completion of this term, he/she will serve a three year term as Past Chair.

MEETINGS:

Ordinarily, SAC will meet three times per year with additional conference call meetings as required.  It is also expected that there will be a combined meeting of SAC and MAC each year.
STAFF SUPPORT:

The Arthritis Society’s National Office will provide guidance and administrative support.

Approved by the National Board of Directors, June 18, 2005
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