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Anfara, V.A., Andrews, P.G., Hough, D.L., Mertens, S. B., Mizelle, N. B., White, G. P., 

(2003). Research and resources in support of this we believe.  Westerville, OH:

 National Middle School Association. 

This instructional resource is a book that brings together research studies and related sources that support sound educational practices for middle school students.  The material in this book provides philosophies, practices and research that can help guide the implementation of successful middle school programs.  Chapters in the book include curriculum practices, teaching approaches, assessment strategies, and organizational structures that support learning.  This resource is valuable to middle school teachers and administrators because it examines educational practices specifically targeted for adolescent students.  It highlights research-based philosophies and ideas that have been woven into my curriculum design such as evaluating student needs before instruction along with using a variety of assessments strategies.         
Moats, Louisa C. (1999).  Teaching reading is rocket science: What expert teachers of 

reading should know and be able to do.  American Federation of Teachers, 37,

 
1-37.
This instructional resource is an article that uses research to support specific teaching strategies in the area of reading.  It highlights the importance of reading in the lives of students and then goes on to explain what teachers need to know about teaching reading as well as how to deliver instruction.  This article is beneficial to teachers because it can help in developing a Statement of Purpose as well as philosophies that can help guide instruction. I incorporated ideas from the article into my curriculum design such as developing a well structured course of study to help “bridge the gap” for struggling readers and to allow students ample time to read so they can develop reading strategies as well as an appreciation for literature. 
Ohio Treasure Chest of Technology Resources:  The Ohio Treasure Chest is an online 

collection of thousands of websites which are high-quality, teacher-reviewed,
 interactive, and free (www.ohiotreasurechest.org/).
This instructional resource is an online collection of websites that are directly aligned to the Ohio Academic Content Standards in math, science, language arts and social studies.  The websites are all teacher–reviewed and evaluated through an open online discussion forum.  This resource is valuable to teachers because it provides organized, interactive lessons which can be used to generate ideas or plan units. Parents and students can also explore the website to find activities that help maintain skills over school breaks.  Because this resource offers material for grade levels K-12, if a student needs remediation, teachers can find resources from earlier grade levels to use as interventions.  Teachers can also pinpoint lessons to specific benchmarks that a student may be struggling in.  These two aspects are particularly relevant to my design project because my curriculum is directly aligned with Ohio’s Academic Content Standards and I am frequently providing interventions for my struggling readers.

Readingrockets:  A national multimedia project offering information and resources on

 how kids learn to read, why so many struggle and how caring adults can help 

(www.readingrockets.org).
This instructional resource offers research and reports that help to guide decisions about reading instruction.  It offers up to date information through the use of articles, blogs, webcasts, and television shows.  The information explores different teaching techniques and interventions to assist all levels of reading instruction, while emphasizing the importance of good reading curriculum in the school systems.  This article is beneficial to teachers and parents because they have access to current information on how to better help their young or struggling readers.  I find this site useful for my struggling readers because it presents current, research based practices that I can then incorporate into my teaching practices and interventions.  
Scholastic:  An online tool that provides teachers with a variety of resources to use in

 their classrooms (http://teacher.scholastic.com/reading/).
This instructional resource is a website that offers a variety of tools for teachers to use in their classrooms.  There are links to lesson plans, teaching strategies, timesaving tools, printables, book fairs, and programs that can be specified by grade level.  There are also several interactive forums on the website that allow teachers to collaborate and share ideas in regards to activities and lesson plans they use in the classroom.  I find the section “Best Practices for Teaching and Assessing Reading Skills” most beneficial to my curriculum because it offers ideas and activities for working on specific reading skills such as vocabulary or comprehension.  Many of my students’ reading I.E.P. goals are broken down into similar categories, so it allows me to align different activities with specific I.E.P. goals and objectives.     

Tregenza, J., & Lewis, M. (2008). Beyond simple comprehension [Electronic version]. Literacy Today, 57, 24-26. From Academic Search Complete.
This instructional resource is an article that describes why some students struggle with reading comprehension skills and how to combat their weaknesses.  This article is from Literacy Today, which is a journal that uses research based practices to help explore and improve literacy.  The article stresses the importance of students being able to understand what they have read in order to get enjoyment out of reading.  I use this philosophy as a basis for my teaching practices because if students do not enjoy reading, they will not want to work at it.  In the Sequencing Rationale for my curriculum design project, my students begin instruction at their independent reading level and are then scaffolded to higher reading levels in order to keep them successful and wanting to read.          
