Teaching notes for mechanical universe
Newton had this idea that the universe worked like a clock—for every observable phenomenon there were hidden gears that were moving the universe.

The major point is that there is no supernatural explanation for observable phenomenon.

This point can and should be addressed in every topic of physics, as age appropriate. One way to help students see the ‘mechanics’ is to give analogies and also show Phet simulations.

Examples—sound travels from place to place: molecules are hitting adjacent molecules like a set of dominoes. 

Can demonstrate this point by moving slinkies longitudinally.

Electricity moving along wires—just like the slinky wave but electrons are the medium.

