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Reading can be defined as the ability to make meaning out of written work.  This ability is not simply bound to a Language Arts class; it is a skill that transcends all subject areas.  Whether it be reading a text book to gain information in a science or social studies class, analyzing charts and diagrams, or interpreting symbols in math, all of these skills are related to a student’s ability to make meaning out of what they read.  Reading is also a skill that transcends school walls.  Anytime a student orders from a menu, browses the Internet, follows a recipe, or sends a text message they are utilizing reading skills.  Because of this, it is essential that students be given the opportunity to develop reading skills that are practical not only in the classroom, but in the real word as well.  This particular course of study is designed to foster the development of those reading skills in seventh grade students with cognitive disabilities.  These particular students read two to four years below grade level; therefore it is imperative that they be given a well structured course of study that can help to bridge that gap (Moats, 1999).   



The state of Ohio mandates a set of content standards that they believe are essential for each seventh grade student in Ohio to master.  These content standards are used as a guide for this course to ensure that each student is learning the necessary skills to be successful.  The standards address the two fundamental parts of reading:  word recognition and reading comprehension.  Word recognition focuses on developing vocabulary through a variety of skills.  By increasing vocabulary students become more fluent readers, which is the first step to making meaning of letters and symbols.  The second step is to develop reading comprehension skills and strategies that allow students to make sense of the words and symbols they see.  This is important because if a student is unable to understand what they have read, they are unlikely to find reading a rewarding and enjoyable experience (Tregenza et. al., 2008). These standards provide a solid outline that can then be supplemented with books and materials that are age appropriate and meaningful to the students.      


In devoting a course that specifically focuses on developing reading skills, students will develop the necessary tools to become successful in their world of school as well as their adult life.  Reading can open doors and is an important source of knowledge and pleasure.  Every student must be given ample time and practice to be able to develop reading skills, not only so they can become literate, but so they can learn to enjoy and appreciate written works (Moats, 1999).  This course does all of that, plus it ties these concepts into a practical and real world setting for the students.  

In this lesson sequence students will examine different elements of literary texts.  Students are exposed to literary elements throughout their school careers as well as in their real world setting.  In understanding these concepts, students will be able to better comprehend not only literary texts, but also plays, movies and television shows that contain the same elements.  The basic lesson planning model will be used to outline the steps in this instructional design.  This particular model will be used because it has distinct introductory, developmental and concluding phases of the lesson (Chiarelott, 2006).  Students with special needs often need ample time to develop and practice skills in order to obtain mastery and this model allows the teacher to focus on this aspect of the lesson.  The concluding phase also allows for a review and summary of the material which is one more way for the students to hear and see the material.  The more that students are able to develop and practice skills using literary elements, the more they will be able to comprehend and appreciate literary texts.  
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Unit Outcomes

________________________________________________

Sub Unit
Reading Applications: Literary Text

Knowledge
•Given a literary term, students will be able to state or write its correct definition.

•Given a text, students will correctly identify the events in the plot.

•Given a text, students will correctly identify recurring themes.

Comprehension
•Given a text, students will correctly explain conflicts between characters.

•Given a story, students will correctly explain its defining characteristics.

Analysis
•Given a text, students will correctly analyze features of the setting.

•Given a text, students will correctly compare subjective and objective points of view.

•Given a text, students will correctly interpret mood through the use of figurative language. 

Pre Assessment
________________________________________________
Name
Directions:  Circle the number that represents your understanding of the concept.

0 -- none          1 -- little          2 -- some          3 -- good
1.  Plot                    0                    1                    2                   3

2.  Conflict             0                    1                    2                    3

3.  Mood                 0                    1                    2                    3

4.  Theme               0                    1                    2                    3

5.  Setting              0                    1                    2                    3

6.  Subjective

Point of View          0                    1                    2                    3

7.  Objective

Point of View          0                    1                    2                    3  
8.  Resolution          0                    1                    2                    3

9.  Rising Action     0                    1                    2                    3

10.  Climax              0                    1                    2                    3

11.  Story                 0                    1                    2                    3
Directions:  If you circled a 1, 2, or 3 write what you know about the concept on the line.  If you circled a 0 take an educated guess about what the concept might mean.

1.  Plot____________________________________________
2.  Conflict________________________________________
3.  Mood__________________________________________
4.  Theme_________________________________________
5.  Setting_________________________________________
6.  Subjective Point of View____________________________
7.  Objective Point of View_____________________________
8.  Resolution_______________________________________
9.  Rising Action_____________________________________
10.  Climax_________________________________________
11.  Story__________________________________________
Lesson Plans
________________________________________________

Lesson 1:  Introduction to Literary Terms
Concepts:  Plot, Mood, Theme, Setting, Climax, Story, Subjective Point of View, Objective Point of View, Rising Action, Resolution, and Conflict

Objectives:  Given a literary term, students will be able to state or write its correct definition.

Procedures:

Introductory Activity:  Begin the class by asking students to think about some of their favorite movies.  Have students volunteer their choices and then select one of the movies that has the most popularity with the class.  Ask students questions about the movie such as: What happened in the movie (Plot)?  Where did the movie take place (Setting)?  Was there an overall message or lesson learned from the movie (Theme)?  Was there any drama between characters in the story (Conflict)?  After students have spent time discussing the questions, explain to them that they can ask these same questions about the books that they read.  Then go on to explain that these questions directly relate to the literary terms that they are going to learn about.  Time:  15 minutes
Developmental Activity:  Hand out “Literary Terms Guided Notes” to each student.  Have students work with a partner to try to complete as many blanks in their guided note handout as possible.  When pairs are finished, lead the students through the correct answers on their guided notes worksheet while explaining and elaborating on the concepts.  Answers should be written on the white board as they are revealed.  

Time: 25 minutes

Concluding Activity:  Through a class discussion, students will discuss another movie they are familiar with, but this time they will apply the literary terms to examples from the movie.  For example:  The plot of the movie was…..or The setting of the movie was……Students will place guided notes in binders when discussion is finished.

Time: 10 minutes   
Evaluation Strategy:  Students will choose three literary terms from the lesson they can define.  They will write the definition on the front side of an index card and the definition on the back of the index card.  They will turn in their three index cards before they leave class. 
Time: 5 minutes          
 Materials:  “Literary Terms Guided Notes” Worksheet 

                       Index Cards    
                       White Board and Marker

                       Student Binders

Literary Terms
Guided Notes

Name_____________________________________________

1.  The setting is the _________________ and ____________ in which a story takes place.

Examples:

2.  Conflict is the ______________/_____________ in a story.

Examples:

3.  A theme is the underlying ______________ of a story.

Examples:

4.  The mood of a story is the choice of ______________ and ____________ that create____________________.

Examples:

5.  The plot is the _____________ of _____________ in a story.

Draw a plot diagram labeling: Rising Action, Climax and Resolution
6.  A subjective point of view is where ______________ brings their _______________ into the interpretation of the story.
7.  An objective point of view is where_________________ tells what happened without stating more than can be _____________ from the story’s action or dialogue. 

8.  A story is a type of _________________that tells about a series of events.  They can be ______________ or ________________.  Stories typically have a definite _______________, _______________ and _____________.    

Lesson 2:  Development of Literary Terms
Concepts:  Plot, Mood, Theme, Setting, Climax, Story, Subjective Point of View, Objective Point of View, Rising Action, Resolution, and Conflict

Objectives:  Given a literary term, students will create a graphic representation of the term.

Procedures:

Introductory Activity:  Students will receive their index cards from the previous lesson to review.  Each student will take a turn sharing one of their index cards with the class.  If the students did not discuss every term, the teacher will review the remaining terms in a question/answer format.

Time:  10 minutes

Developmental Activity:  Each term that was reviewed will be placed on an index card.  Students will each select a card and then be given a sheet of white paper and the “Literary Term Picture Representation Rubric” worksheet.  The teacher will then review the rubric with students.  Students will be responsible for creating a graphic representation of their term on their paper.  They may use a combination of words and pictures and it must be in color.   Students must also give an example from a text they have read as well as write the definition of the term on the back of their paper.

Time:  30 minutes

Concluding Activity:  When all students have finished with their papers, they will each take a turn explaining their picture to the class.  After they have explained their picture, they will quiz the class on the definition of the term.  The student will choose a volunteer to answer and if the volunteer is right, they will receive a royal crown.  When all students have presented, they will hand in their papers to the teacher stapled to the “Literary Term Picture Representation Rubric.”
Time:  15 minutes

Evaluation Strategy:  Students will hand in their finished papers so the teacher can evaluate student progress.

Materials:  Index Cards                           White Paper

                   Crayons/Colored Pencils        Royal Crowns  
                    Literary Term Picture Representation Rubric       
Literary Term
Picture Representation

Rubric

Name_____________________________________________

•Picture Representation


/10 points

   -Depicts thorough understanding

     of term

   -Uses color

   -Pride shown in work

•Example


/10 points

   -Concrete example is pulled from
    a text 

   -Example correctly demonstrates

    term

•Definition


/5 points

   -Correct definition of term is 

   written on back of paper


TOTAL

/25 points

Comments

Lesson 3:  Literary Text Analysis Project
Concepts:  Plot, Mood, Theme, Setting, Climax, Story, Subjective Point of View, Objective Point of View, Rising Action, Resolution, and Conflict

Objectives:  Given a text, students will correctly identify the events in the plot.
                      Given a text, students will correctly identify recurring themes.

                      Given a text, students will correctly explain conflicts between characters.

                      Given a story, students will correctly explain its defining characteristics.

                      Given a text, students will correctly analyze features of the setting.

                      Given a text, students will correctly compare subjective and objective                

                       points of view.

                      Given a text, students will correctly interpret mood through the use of
                      figurative language    

Procedures:
Introductory Activity:  Students will be split into two equal groups.  Each group will have a white board and marker.  The teacher will orally state the definition of a literary term from the previous lesson and groups will have thirty seconds to write down a response and reveal their answer.  The activity will end when all of the terms have been reviewed.  The group with the most correct responses gets a royal crown.

Time:  15 minutes

Developmental Activity:  Students will each receive a copy of the “Literary Text Analysis Project” worksheet.  The teacher will review directions and expectations of the project.  Students may work independently or in pairs.  Students will select a book for the class library and work on completing the project while the teacher monitors student progress. 

Time:  35 minutes

Concluding Activity:  Class will come together to discuss the progress that they have made in their projects as well as any troubles or difficulties they may be having with particular questions.  Students will hand in projects before they leave class.
Time:  5 minutes

Evaluation Strategy:  Students will hand in their “Literary Text Analysis Project” worksheets so teacher can evaluate student progress.

Materials:  “Literary Text Analysis Project” worksheets       Royal Crowns 
                      Mini White Boards and Markers                        Literary Texts
Literary Text Analysis Project

Directions: 
1. You (or you and your partner) will select a book that you would like to use for your project.  
2.  You will read the book and complete the Text Analysis Worksheet.  
3.  When all groups have finished, you will find another group to share your project with.  You will read your book aloud to the other group and ask them questions from your Text Analysis Worksheet.  You will compare your answers with their answers in an open discussion.
Text Analysis Worksheet
/20 points

Book Read Aloud
/5 points

Discussion of Analysis
/15 points

                                  Total
/40 points

Literary Text Analysis
Name_____________________________________________

Directions:  After reading your book, answer the following questions in complete sentences.
1.  What is the title of your book?
2.  Who is the author of your book?

3.  Who is the illustrator of your book?

4.  What is the setting of your story?  Explain how it is important to the story.

5.  What is the theme of your story?

6.  What are some examples of conflict in your story?  Be specific.

7.  Describe the mood of your story.  What words and phrases support your answer?

8.  Is this story told from a subjective or objective point of view?  How do you know?

9.  Describe the characteristics of your book that make it a story.

10.  Describe the plot of your story.  Then label the events on a plot diagram including the rising action, climax and resolution.    

Literary Text Analysis Project
Rubric

	Activity


	
	
	
	Score

	Text

Analysis

Worksheet


	Score from graded worksheet.
	
	
	/20

	Book

Read

Aloud


	Students read loud and clear in a serious tone.

5
	Students read book but lacked seriousness.

3
	Students did not read entire book and lacked effort

1
	/5

	Group

Discussion


	Students engaged in detailed discussion and interacted appropriately

15

 
	Students engaged in discussion but needed help staying focused and on task.

10
	Students did little interacting with group members and did not focus on task.
5
	/15


TOTAL      /40 points

Comments
Lesson 4:  Literary Text Analysis Discussion
Content: Plot, Mood, Theme, Setting, Climax, Story, Subjective Point of View, Objective Point of View, Rising Action, Resolution, and Conflict
Objectives: Given a text, students will correctly identify the events in the plot.
                      Given a text, students will correctly identify recurring themes.

                      Given a text, students will correctly explain conflicts between characters.

                      Given a story, students will correctly explain its defining characteristics.

                      Given a text, students will correctly analyze features of the setting.

                      Given a text, students will correctly compare subjective and objective                

                       points of view.

                      Given a text, students will correctly interpret mood through the use of
                      figurative language
Procedures:  

Introductory Activity:  Students will observe teacher and classroom aide modeling a literary text analysis discussion.  The classroom aide will model the correct way to lead the discussion, while the teacher will model the incorrect way to lead the discussion.  Students will then discuss what they saw and what will be expected of them.
Time:  15 minutes

Developmental Activity:  Students will be given five minutes to finish “Literary Text Analysis” worksheets or to practice reading their books aloud.  Then teacher will use cards to match students with another classmate or group.  Students will discuss their projects while the teacher observes and records scores.  

Time:  35 minutes

Concluding Activity:  On the back of their “Literary Text Analysis Projects” students will write down one thing that they learned from the group they worked with and one thing that they taught the group that they worked with during today’s discussion.  Students will then hand in their papers before they leave class.
Time:  5 minutes  
Evaluation Strategy:  Students’ “Literary Text Analysis Projects” will be collected and graded.

Materials:  Students’ “Literary Text Analysis Projects”  
Post Assessment

________________________________________________

Name

Directions:  Write the definition of the term on the line.

1.  Plot____________________________________________

2.  Conflict________________________________________

3.  Mood__________________________________________

4.  Theme_________________________________________

5.  Setting_________________________________________

6.  Subjective Point of View____________________________

7.  Objective Point of View_____________________________

8.  Resolution_______________________________________

9.  Rising Action_____________________________________

10.  Climax_________________________________________

11.  Story__________________________________________

Directions:  Read the following text and answer the questions.
The New Kid

   When Nicos first moved to Kensington in August, he was miserable.  He had lived in New York City his entire life, and there was always something exciting happening there.  He knew every kid in his building and in his neighborhood.  He and his friends were always playing street hockey or soccer or doing any of a million other things.

   Kensington was a culture shock for Nicos.  His father’s company had opened a new plant in Kensington and transferred him there to make sure all the machines worked smoothly.  Nicos noticed right away that Kensington was very quiet--unlike New York, which was always noisy.

   Nicos dreaded the start of school because he hadn’t met any other kids yet.  One day he decided to ride his bike to the town park.  He was pleased to see people his age there, but the kids seemed to ignore him.  Then he noticed some of them glancing at him and whispering to one another.  “Uh-oh,” he thought, “they probably don’t like outsiders.”

   He stood tensely when a tall, skinny kid with carrot-colored hair broke away from the group and headed toward him.  The boy stopped a few feet away.  Nicos didn’t know what to do, but suddenly the other boy grinned at him.  “Hey,” he said.

   “Hey,” Nicos replied.

   “What’s your name?” asked the boy.

   “Nicos.  What’s yours?” asked Nicos.

   “I’m Tim.  Nicos is an unusual name, “Where’s it from?”  Tim asked.

“It’s Greek,” answered Nicos.

   Tim’s eyes widened.  “Cool, are you from Greece?”  he asked.

   “Well, my family is, but I’m from New York City,” said Nicos.

   “New York City!” exclaimed Tim.  “That’s awesome!”  He motioned to the group and shouted, “Hey, this guy’s from New York City!”

   An excited murmur rippled through the crowd.  The other kids headed toward Tim and Nicos.  “This is Nicos,” said Tim.

   The other kids introduced themselves as Kevin, Michelle, Lee, Martin, Chad Cory and Keith.  They crowded around him and started asking him questions so fast he couldn’t keep up.  “Is New York City totally crazy?”  “Isn’t it way too crowded?”  “What’s the subway like?”  “Have you seen the Statue of Liberty?”  “Is there fun stuff to do there, or is it just museums and stuff?”

   “Hey, we’re going to a pool party at Nicole’s house this afternoon,” said Lee.  “You want to come with us?”

   Nicos grinned.  “Sure!” he said.  Chad lived near him, so he and Chad rushed home together on their bikes to get their swim trunks and towels.

   Nicos had a great time that afternoon.  Everyone was so friendly!

   Nicos spent the last two weeks of summer hanging out with Tim and the other kids.  When school opened, he was glad to see that his fears weren’t going to materialize.  Even though almost everyone in Kensington knew almost everyone else, there was still room for someone new.”   

Story taken from Diagnostic Placement Test:  Grade 6 (Reading) from www.scholastic.com/printables

12.  What is the setting of the story?  Explain how it is important to the story.

13.  What is the theme of the story?

14.  What are some examples of conflict in the story?  Be specific.

15.  Describe the mood of the story.  What words and phrases support your answer?

16.  Is this story told from a subjective or objective point of view?  How do you know?

17.  Describe the characteristics of the text that make it a story.

18.  Describe the plot of the story.  Then label the events on a plot diagram including the rising action, climax and resolution.    

