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At Toledo School for the Arts, students come from schools all over northwest-Ohio, and therefore are at all different levels of learning. Since TSA educates grades 6 through 8, all incoming 6th graders are new to the school and their previous educational background varies greatly. The 6th grade teachers struggle every year with making sure that all of the information that may have been missed by various schools gets taught to that student.

In the 6th grade at Toledo School for the Arts, one of the standards taught is geography. This covers standards relating to location, economic patterns and activities, physical and human regions, human-environmental interaction, and the movement of human populations. Geography is tested on the 8th grade Ohio Achievement test. TSA seeks to do better on this test, and part of that is due to the large numbers of geography related questions.

 Geography is key to all academics because it is the explanation for why the world works the way it does. “A Geographic perspective is a way of looking at the world that blends an understanding of location, resource use, landscape change, and human use” (Salter 2007). It is imperative for students to learn about the earth, how the earth moves, how the energy from the sun influences so many aspects of human life—even including the economy. Students need to know about weather and climate, and how a person’s location on the planet determines the kind of climate they are in. Learning what culture is and how it changes over time can also be difficult for 6th graders. These benchmarks all have an integral role in students learning and understanding history. Students need to be able to read different types of maps, especially historical and political maps. They will find that they will use maps frequently throughout life. 

One main focus of Toledo School for the Art’s academics is the integration of the arts into as much academics as possible, as well as meeting the technology standards. That is why this curriculum design not only webs the standards to be taught, but it also combines the arts and technology integrations as well. It is through art and technology that the lessons on geography will stay with the students in way that they will never forget what they have learned. 
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