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Sequencing a social studies curriculum is fairly straightforward. Toledo School for the Arts spent thousands of dollars on new textbooks, and it has been made clear to the staff that they are to be used. So it is not a question of what content or tools will be used, but what are the extra lessons that are not in the book, and when will those be taught. 


The first topic covered is an introduction to geographers and geography in general. It is the first item covered because it helps to explain to the students what the job is of a geographer and why it is important to study geography in the first place. This topic is a wonderful way to get the students interested in learning after summer vacation, and also helps the students to become familiar with the text book. In addition, students will complete a project in the computer lab researching what geographers do and what it takes to become a geographer. 

The second topic covered is about the processes on planet earth. This covers earth’s movements and how the energy we receive from the sun changes because of those movements, and also discusses how earth’s landforms were made. In this section, students will watch a video on the movement of the earth’s crust. Students will also integrate art into their learning by creating and illustrating a comic strip detailing the different types of movement in the earth’s crust. This topic follows the introduction because it teaches students about why the earth’s surface looks the way it does, creating a better understanding of why people settle where they do, and allows for future history lessons to be better understood. Some of these topics may have been covered in science, but more often than not, the material is new to the students.

Climate, environment, and resources are covered in the third topic. This topic ties into the second topic in that it deals with a topic that will be covered in science. It also helps further the understanding of why cultures settle where they did in history, and helps to explain some of the cultural influences that the weather and the resources may have had on ancient civilizations. 

The last topic covered is about the world’s people. This unit takes the information in the second and third topics and puts it into practice. Here the students will look at populations in different regions, the different types of government found around the world, and economic systems that exist globally. This unit ends with a look at globalization and its effect on the world. 

