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Geography is very important as the foundation for learning about history. It tells us why people do what they do, live where they live, and why the earth is the way it is. It is integral to the education of students that they understand the workings of the world. Students who grasp the basics of geography will succeed as productive, educated members of society. 


Evaluation of students’ knowledge will take place in many forms. First would be informal in-class assessment. This will take the form of questions asked as the chapter is read, challenging individual students’ abilities. Students who are capable of deeper thinking will be asked more abstract questions. Students who are struggling with abstract thought will be asked questions that will challenge them, and if support is needed, additional leading questions will be asked. These questions are designed to utilize Vygotsky’s scaffolding technique.


Formal assessment will take the form of homework assessment questions. These questions cover the full range of Bloom’s Taxonomy, and are designed to have students recall the important facts of the section. Additionally, vocabulary worksheets and quizzes will be used throughout the chapter.


At the end of the chapter, there will be a formal test, which is styled after Ohio Achievement Test questions. There will be multiple choice, true and false, matching, short answer, and essay. At the end of the semester, a cumulative exam will be given, covering all the chapters covered during the semester. 


During the school year, different projects will be completed, ranging from art-based projects, to technology-based projects. These will cover a wide range of skills, which are not usually tested on in public schools, but may be evaluated by the arts teachers. They will be evaluated for content learned as well.  

The success of this unit will be evident when the students take the 8th grade social studies Ohio Achievement Test. These test scores, as well as the tests taken through the school year, can help determine the success of this unit. In addition, reviewing the student’s 5th grade OAT scores to help determine whether or not the students have made any improvements can further add to the evaluation of the success of this unit. 
