STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
According to the 2006 Geographic Literacy Study, 37% of American’s aged 18-24 years old could not find Iraq on a map.  This was three years into the war in Iraq, where many of the troops fighting over there were of the same age group of the people who took part in the survey.  This troubling data begs the following question to be asked:  How can America continue to lead the world, demonstrate the blessing of freedom and democracy, and solve global problems when many of its own citizens cannot find where other places are on a map?  
A paradigm shift is occurring in education for the current generation and future generations of American students.  Our students will be interacting and competing in a global marketplace that will have them vying for jobs with people throughout the world.  They will embark in careers where they will work for employers from far off lands and have employees with different background and beliefs.  In this global community they will face cultural divides that must be crossed and historical trends that must be overcome but not forgotten.  Through the use of human geography education, our children will be better prepared for this global environment.

  I propose to enhance the High School Social Studies curriculum by including a unit that focuses on the diversity of the world.  This course will target the Social Studies benchmark and learning outcomes for the Social Studies Academic Content Standards for the Ohio Department of Education.  This unit will help students use critical thinking skills and solve practical problems they will face it today’s global economy.  Students will be able to demonstrate their knowledge of geographic locations, patterns and processes to show the interrelationship between the physical environment and human activity, and to explain the interactions that occur in an increasingly interdependent world. (Ohio Department of Education, 2003)  Students will also gain knowledge of perspectives, practices, and products of cultural, ethnic, and social groups to analyze the impact of their commonality and diversity within a global setting. (Ohio Department of Education, 2003)  These are skills that will place our students at the forefront of a changing world environment.
It is essential for our schools prepare our children for this interdependent world we now live in.  Students will need to be prepared to interact and work with people of different cultures, norms, values, and beliefs.  In this contact, they need to be attentive to the needs of the different groups they come into contact with.  Providing students with a unit in human geography will fulfill these needs.  
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