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1.  Diller, D. (2007).  Making the Most of Small Groups:  Differentiation for  

All.  Portland, Maine:  Stenhouse Publishers.
This book is a fantastic teacher resource that is structured around the five essential reading elements-comprehension, fluency, phonemic awareness, phonics, and vocabulary.  It provides practical tips, sample lessons, lesson plans and templates, suggestions for related literacy work stations, and connections to whole-group instruction.  This resource will be useful when implementing activities that are aligned with state content standards during a Gingerbread man thematic unit with a Language Arts focus.  It also provides ideas of what to focus on during lessons for different reading levels and useful tools for assessing.  

2.  Diller, D. (2003).  Literacy Work Stations:  Making Centers Work.  Portland, Maine:  

Stenhouse Publishers.

A few years ago several teachers, including myself, created a committee to discuss meeting the needs of all the learners in our classroom.  Our main focus was on improving literacy work stations.  This particular book makes for an amazing resource because it offers practical suggestions to use in literacy work stations that link to instruction and make preparation and management easier for teachers.  Each chapter includes:  how to introduce each station; materials to include at each station; what to model; how to solve problems; how to differentiate; how to assess and keep students accountable; and reflection questions for professional development.  Literacy work stations allow for several activities to be completed independently while at the same time, allowing the teacher to work with a small group of students on a specific skill.  The students are given an opportunity to use higher level thinking skills and work cooperatively with others on larger projects. 

3.  Brett, Jan (2009).  Jan Brett [website].  Retrieved May 31, 2009, from the World Wide 

Web:  http://www.janbrett.com  

After reading The Gingerbread Baby written by Jan Brett, teachers can integrate technology into the unit by exploring this website.  One of most interesting parts of the site is a video that shows Jan Brett with kids making real gingerbread people and gingerbread houses.  She continues by drawing the gingerbread baby and reading the story to the children.  This is great for auditory and visual learners.  Jan Brett just introduced another book this past winter titled:  Gingerbread Friends.  After reading both books, students will be able to compare and contrast the two stories.  This website also includes numerous activities to extend both versions of the stories.  It is a great opportunity for students to meet the author and explore the books more in-depth.
4.  Early Childhood (2000).  Kinderkorner [website].  Retrieved May 31, 2009, from the 
World Wide Web:  http://www.kinderkorner.com/gingerbread.html 
This website provides teachers with gingerbread man themed songs, poems, science and art activities, and a variety of other gingerbread man titled books to utilize during a thematic unit.  It also offers follow-up activities and links to other useful gingerbread man themed units found on the World Wide Web.  This resource is easily contextualized by connecting the activities to real-life experiences.  Suggestions are offered as to how to send students on a scavenger hunt throughout the school to catch a gingerbread man.  This makes for a great introduction to the unit and not only gets the class involved in the learning process but they become excited about learning.  Some of the highlights include authentic shared writing experiences so children can see that writing has a purpose.  Sharing these activities also helps them learn different ways of organizing information which helps their developing brains to form connections and new paths, while sorting background knowledge for future reading experiences.  
5.  Teaching K-3 (2009).  Teachingheart [website].  Retrieved May 31, 2009, from the 

World Wide Web:  http://www.teachingheart.net/gingerbreadman.html  
This is a fantastic website with teaching ideas, free printables, inspiration, links, lessons, units, and activity sheets.  The gingerbread man unit has suggestions for journal topics, creating a gingerbread class book, introducing compound words using a gingerbread theme, math ideas, graphic organizers, a list of stories to read to the class during the unit, story maps, poems, songs, and art projects.  I will use the reader’s theatre provided to allow for opportunities to bring the story to life as well as increase their oral reading fluency.   

6.  Rule, C. (2006).  Hands-On and Kinesthetic Activities for Teaching Phonological 
Awareness.  Early Childhood Education Journal, 34(3), 195-201.

Researchers explore the efficacy of using manipulatives when teaching phonological awareness to students that were at risk of failure in reading.  Balanced reading instruction has been the focus of recent discussions and research reviews based on best practices in early instruction.  The findings indicate that it is important in curriculum design to include activities such as songs, phonics activities, word games, and writing to make sure every child has an opportunity to understand concepts being taught. This article focuses on the importance of bringing books to life for children.  It also helps to extend daily Gingerbread man hands-on activities across the Language Arts curriculum to meet the needs of every child in the classroom.

