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Chiarelott, L. (2006). Curriculum in context: Designing curriculum for teaching and learning in  

context. Belmont: Wadsworth.
This book is a guide for teachers in designing curriculum K-12.  It gives help in design from beginning to end.  It relays the importance of contextualized teaching/learning and gives examples on how to make it work.  The best characteristic about this book is that it is very user friendly and any educator could pick it up and benefit from implementing the tactics it offers.
Biggs, A., Feather, R.M., Rillero, P., Zike, D. (2005).  Science:  Blue level. New York:  
McGraw Hill.
This textbook provides an outline to teaching 8th grade science and is a resource for meeting the content standards.  This particular series offers vivid pictures that are grade level appropriate and is sequenced in such a way that students can easily navigate through it.  Glencoe offers a unique feature in their “Foldables” activities that begin every chapter and section.  The Foldables provide excellent visuals for the students throughout the chapters.
Biggs, A., Feather, R.M., Rillero, P., Zike, D. (2005).  Science:  Green level. New York:  
McGraw Hill.
In order to fulfill the requirements of the Ohio content standards, this 7th grade textbook is used to supplement the 8th grade textbook/content.  The book is only used for a guide, however it is useful for students to have the information in front of them to use as needed.  

Ohio Department of Education. (2003). Academic content standards:  Science K-12.  Ohio 

Department of Education.

The ODE offers a tremendous amount of information and resources for all educators.  This particular site tells educators what needs to be taught based on grade level and content.  The standards are state mandated and this site provides an easy way for teachers to check the standards and put them into their lessons.  Using this site will allow teachers to be sure the pertinent information is covered in their classes.

Ohio Resource Center [Website].  Retrieved May 31, 2009 from the World Wide Web:  

http://www.ohiorc.org/
The Ohio Resource Center is an excellent site for finding the hands-on activities that all science teachers need.  This site is especially useful being that all activities are aligned with the Ohio content standards.  This site provides a wide range of activities, anywhere from large scale to small scale and long range to short term.
The Free Science Fairs Projects Network [Website].  Retrieved May 31, 2009 from the World 

Wide Web:  http://www.free-science-fair-projects.com/Science-Fair-Projects-Search.aspx?Grade=8&Category=All
In order to meet the content standards that deal with scientific ways of knowing, science and technology, and scientific inquiry, a mandatory Science Fair is offered for students grades 7-9.  By taking part in the science fair process students are actively learning how to use the scientific methods.  This free website provides project ideas that are grade appropriate.  The site also allows students to choose projects based upon categories of interest.  This website is arranged in such a way that even students are able to navigate through.  
