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Rationale
This Kindergarten Social Studies curriculum was designed to align with Ohio state standards.  Often times, Social Studies curriculum is pushed to the side due to lack of time, resources, and student interest.  The goal for this curriculum was to produce an organized and exciting way to introduce Ohio standards to Kindergarteners.  Some schools do not provide teachers with resources to teach Social Studies.  Therefore, students seem to be bored with the  Social Studies lessons, that are quickly created by their teachers.   As stated in Curriculum in Context, making the curriculum relevant to the student is challenging, however it is very important.  This curriculum will create an exciting hands-on and fun way of learning Ohio Social Studies standards in Kindergarten.  
The objectives for this curriculum will be connected to the Ohio standards. The book, Teaching Social Studies Successfully suggests that the subject matter should be important now and in the future.  Much of the material that is covered in the Kindergarten Ohio standards is basic information. By connecting this information to real world experiences the students will find the material relevant.  The book, Social Studies that sticks discusses the importance of “putting the social back in Social Studies.”  The Author, Schmidt, suggests that teachers reestablish human beings as the central subject in social studies.  Students need to hear stories of people from the past.  Students can learn from analyzing events that have occurred in the past.  She discusses the fact that 57% of students scored below basic on the 2005 standardized tests.  Schmidt states “It’s (Social Studies) simply not a priority.  The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 dealt a severe blow to social studies instruction by omitting it from the new nationwide accountability system.”  
Technology will be an integral part of these lessons.  Power points will be used to help introduce many of the concepts that will be discussed.  There are several great web sites that will be used to plan creative and engaging lessons for students.  The importance of incorporating technology into the classroom is crucial.   With technology incorporated into the lessons, students will be interested and involved in the topics.  This is because technology sparks an interest in the students’ creative mind.
This instructional design includes sample lessons from the citizenship and patriotism mini-unit.  The lessons were created using the 5E model which includes; engagement, exploration, explanation, extension, and evaluation.  Curriculum in Context recommends the 5E to be successful when teaching Math, Science, and Social Studies for kindergarten to college students.  5E lessons do not have to be complete in one day, the flexibility of these lessons makes them nice for educators.  The following 5E lessons will help students to recognize patriotic symbols and their importance.  They will also help students to understand the importance of rules and laws.  The 5 E model helps teachers make the lessons more engaging and interesting for the students.  
References:
Ohio Department of Education, (2004).  Academic Content Standards: K-12 Social Studies.  Columbus, OH: Center for Curriculum and Assessment.

Chiarelott, L. (2006). Curriculum in Context. Belmont, CA: Thomson Wadsworth.

Ediger, M., & Rao, D.B. (2003). Teaching Social Studies Successfully. Grand Rapids, MI: Discovery Publishing House.  

Schmidt, L. (2007). Social Studies that sticks: how to bring content and concepts to life. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.
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Citizenship/Patriotism Mini-Unit Outcomes
Ohio Government Standards:
Government
Role of Government      1. Identify authority figures in the home, school and
community.
2. Recognize symbols of the United States that represent its
democracy and values including:
a. The national flag;
b. The Pledge of Allegiance.
Rules and Laws              3. Identify purposes for having rules and ways that they
provide order, security and safety in the home, school, and community 


Learner Outcomes:
-Students will orally explain the importance of rules and laws.  (Bloom’s: Evaluation)
-Students will develop a book of classroom, playground, and community rules. (Bloom’s: Synthesis)
-Students will be able to produce a drawing of the flag (including, rectangular shape, red and white stripes, and blue rectangle with white stars in upper corner).  (Bloom’s: Knowledge)
-Students will identify pictures that represent the United States/Patriotism and pictures that do not.  (Bloom’s: Analysis)
-Students will create their own family/home symbol, something that represents their family. (Bloom’s: Synthesis)








Pre Assessment
The following two pre assessments will be used for the Kindergarten Patriotism unit.  See the lesson plans that note when each assessment will be completed.


KWL Chart- Rules and Laws:
Rules and Laws
	Know
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	Learned

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



A KWL chart will be used to pre assess the classes overall knowledge about rule and laws. This chart will be created on chart paper with all students participating.  It will give me an accurate picture of what the class already knows about rules and laws.




Patriotic Symbols Pre Assessment: (see pg. 7)
Students will individually complete the following pre assessment sheet in class.
This assessment will show me what symbols students may already be familiar with.  It will also provide me with information on symbols that students do not recognize.  I will collect and quickly glance through these before beginning the lesson.



Name ____________________                                                      +_____/4
Circle the picture that shows a patriotic symbol.
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Lesson Plan 1-Rules and Laws
Concept: Rules and Laws (20 Minutes/Day 1)

Lesson Objective: Students will orally explain the importance of rules and laws.  (Bloom’s: Evaluation)

Procedures:
Engagement (5 minutes): Class fills out KWL chart about rules and laws.
Teacher and a student play a game of Candy Land without rules (teacher and student do whatever they want to: take multiple turns before switching, peak at cards and put back, go to whatever space on the board…)
Exploration (2 minutes):  Discussion with class:  Is that how you play Candy Land? Why not?
Explanation (5 minutes):  Class helps list rules for Candy Land on the board.  Teacher and student play again for a minute using rules listed. Why do we need rules?  If we don’t have rules are things fair?  Besides games where else do we use rules?  (school, roads, home…)
Extension (5 minutes): Draw a picture of something that would happen if no one used rules. (fights, accidents, people getting hurt…)
Evaluation (3 minutes): Finish KWL chart, fill in What I Learned section.

Materials and Resources:
· Class KWL chart
· Candy Land Board Game
· Marker Board and Marker (write rules of Candy Land)
· Student paper to draw pictures 







Lesson Plan 2-Rules and Laws
 Concept: Rules and Laws (50 Minutes/Day 2 and 3)

Lesson Objective: 
Students will orally explain the importance of rules and laws.  (Bloom’s: Evaluation)
Students will develop a book of classroom, playground, and community rules. (Bloom’s: Synthesis)

Procedures:
Engagement (25 minutes/Day 2): Watch United Streaming Video: TLC Elementary School: Understanding Good Citizenship 
After video teacher reminds students that they will be discussing good citizenship and rules tomorrow.  
Day 3-Class discussion: Thinking of the video we viewed yesterday, what made someone a good citizen?  Good citizens follow rules and laws, what are some rules we follow? (leads into exploration)
Exploration (10 minutes/Day 3):  Students think of and illustrate a rule that they follow.
Explanation (10 minutes):  Students sit in a circle with their paper- Students share their rules and illustrations with the class
Extension (5 minutes): After the students share their illustration we will sort the rules into classroom rules, playground rules, and community rules.  After sorting the rules, teacher creates three class books:  Classroom Rules, Playground Rules, and Community Rules.  The books will be available for students to look at during silent reading.
Evaluation (1 on 1 oral assessment during centers time): Students will answer: Why do we have rules and laws?  Assessment will be graded by credit/no credit depending on student answers.
Materials and Resources:
· Projector
· United Streaming Access to Video
· Student paper for rules illustration
Lesson Plan 3-Patriotic Symbols/Flag
 Concept: Patriotic Symbols (35 Minutes/Day 4)

Lesson Objective: 
Students will be able to produce a drawing of the flag (including, rectangular shape, red and white stripes, and blue rectangle with white stars in upper corner).  (Bloom’s: Knowledge)

Procedures:
Engagement (10 minutes/Day 4): Students will complete the patriotic symbols pre assessment (in pre assessment section). After pre assessments are completed teacher will pass out flannel pieces.  Tell students that these are pieces to a puzzle.  Ask them what they think the puzzle will look like when it is put together.
Exploration (5 minutes):  Teacher reads “A Flag for Our Country”
Explanation (10 minutes):  Why did the people want a flag?  What shape of flag do we have today?  (have student place rectangle on board)  Next, the people added stripes, What color were they?  Are they in any type of pattern?  Now our flag looks almost like the real one, what else do we need?  Students add blue rectangle and stars.
Extension (5 minutes): Class discussion: Where do we see flags?  Why do we have them?
Evaluation (5 minutes): (teacher will put all flags away) Thinking about the flag, do your best to draw a picture of how our flag looks today.  
Closure: Today we learned about the flag, there are many other symbols that represent USA.  We will be discussing some of the other symbols tomorrow.  
Materials and Resources:
· Copies of Pre Assessment sheet
· Book “A Flag for Our Country”
· Flannel flag pieces
· Student paper for flag illustration



Lesson Plan 4-Patriotic Symbols
 Concept: Patriotic Symbols (35 Minutes/Day 5)

Lesson Objective: 
Students will identify pictures that represent the United States/Patriotism and pictures that do not.  (Bloom’s: Analysis)
Students will create their own family/home symbol, something that represents their family. (Bloom’s: Synthesis)

Procedures:
Engagement (5 minutes/Day 5): Students will view US Symbols power point slide show created by Samantha Martin
Exploration (5 minutes):  Class discussion: What were some of the symbols that we saw in the power point?  Why are they important? (Liberty Bell, Flag, Statue of Liberty, Washington Monument, President, Pledge of Allegiance) Books containing these symbols will be available for students to look at.
Explanation (5 minutes):  In table groups have students discuss why US Symbols are not things like poisonous snakes, guns, or bad songs.  What would people think of the US if our symbols were things like that?
Extension (15 minutes): Have students create a family/home symbol using clay (example: heart, smile face, music note, animal…).  Students will share their family symbols and tell why they created what they did.
Evaluation (5 minutes): Post Assessment(see in Post Assessment Section)- Picture sort- Students will cut out and glue pictures into two groups, US Symbol and Not a US Symbol.  Teacher will collect.
Materials and Resources:
· Projector- Computer access to Power Point
· Power Point
· US Symbols Books
· Clay
· Post Assessment Copies


Post Assessments
Several different assessments will be used within this mini-unit.
In lesson 1 the class will complete “what I LEARNED” on the KWL chart.  This will be an informal assessment for the class.
Lesson 2’s assessment is a one on one oral assessment that will take place during centers time.  Students will be asked “why do we have rules and laws?”  If their answer connects with the material that we learned they will receive credit.  If the answer does not connect no credit will be given.
For lesson 3 students will create an illustration of the flag to demonstrate what they learned from the lesson.  The illustrations will be collected and graded on a three point scale, the flags should contain: rectangular shape, red and white stripes, and blue rectangle with white stars in upper corner.  For each missing criteria one point will be deducted.
Lesson 4’s assessment is a paper assessment that will be collected and graded.  The students will have to cut, sort, and glue the pictures into two groups: Patriotic Symbol and Not a Patriotic Symbol.  This Assessment is on the next page (page 13).

*Having a variety of assessment types helps teachers get an accurate picture of where their students are.   These assessments were created to be developmentally appropriate for Kindergarteners.










Name ____________________________           Cut, Sort, and Paste                                                  +_____/8
                Patriotic Symbol                      Not a Patriotic Symbol
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