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Rationale

At Toledo School for the Arts, students come from schools all over northwest-Ohio, and therefore are at all different levels of learning. Since TSA educates grades 6 through 8, all incoming 6th graders are new to the school and their previous educational background varies greatly. The 6th grade teachers struggle every year with making sure that all of the information that may have been missed by various schools gets taught to that student.

In the 6th grade at Toledo School for the Arts, one of the standards taught is geography. This covers standards relating to location, economic patterns and activities, physical and human regions, human-environmental interaction, and the movement of human populations. Geography is tested on the 8th grade Ohio Achievement test. TSA seeks to do better on this test, and part of that is due to the large numbers of geography related questions. The concepts students learn in this class will be used throughout the rest of their schooling career and is considered common knowledge to most adults.

 Geography is key to all academics because it is the explanation for why the world works the way it does. “A Geographic perspective is a way of looking at the world that blends an understanding of location, resource use, landscape change, and human use” (Salter 2007). It is imperative for students to learn about the earth, how the earth moves, how the energy from the sun influences so many aspects of human life—even including the economy. Students need to know about weather and climate, and how a person’s location on the planet determines the kind of climate they are in. Some of these are concepts taught in science, but often times the lessons in science fail to contextualize the information to the students’ everyday lives, as well as the impact geography had on history.


  Learning what culture is and how it changes over time can also be difficult for 6th graders because this is an abstract concept. At this age, few 6th graders are capable of fully comprehending abstract concepts—unlike when they become adolescents. “Because adolescents capable of formal operational reasoning can deal with hypothetical and contrary-to-fact ideas, they can envision how the world might be different from, and possibly better than, the way it actually is.” (McDevitt & Ormrod, 2002) Students are going to constantly be faced with different cultures in the people they know or study in school, and they must also understand the way culture shapes history. 6th grade social studies is their first introduction into the abstract side of future history classes.


One main focus of Toledo School for the Art’s academics is the integration of the arts into as much academics as possible, as well as meeting the technology standards. That is why this curriculum design not only webs the standards to be taught, but it also combines the arts and technology integrations as well. It is through art and technology that the lessons on geography will stay with the students in way that they will never forget what they have learned. 

Measurable Learner Outcomes
Students will…
·  (Comprehension) Describe cultural diversity
· (Comprehension) Describe culture

· (Comprehension) Describe culture trait

· (Application) Identify ethnic groups

· (Comprehension) Describe cultural diffusion
· (Analysis) Analyze the causes of cultural change
· (Analysis) influences of cultural diffusion
Pre Assessment—
· Pass out KWL chart for the students to complete. They must fill in what they know about “culture,” the definition of the word, what they know about their own culture, anything. (5 minutes)

· When they have filled in as much as possible in the “Know” side of the chart, have a few students share what they wrote. Try to get a variety of “Knows” from the students in order to trigger more “Want to know” from the students. (10 minutes)

· After students have shared, prompt students to fill in the “Want to know” section of the KWL chart. Encourage them to be specific, and that if they think they know something, but they aren’t sure, that can be added to the chart. (7 minutes)

KWL Chart


Topic:




Name: 



Date:

	What you know…
	What you want to know…
	What you learned…


Lesson Plan 1

(2-51 minute classes)
OBJECTIVES: By the end of the lesson, students will understand what culture is, factors affect culture, and how culture has changed throughout history.

MATERIALS:

Textbooks

6 poster boards per class

Coloring utensils (Post note on door for students to bring their art supplies)

METHODS:



Divide students into six groups. To each group, pass out a poster board and coloring utensils. (10 minutes) Explain to each student that they are going to become experts on a key word. Assign each group one of the following words:

· Culture

· Culture trait

· Culture region

· Ethnic group

· Cultural diversity

· Cultural diffusion


Each group is to explore their term and become “experts” on this term. Students will create a poster displaying their topic and the information they have learned on that topic using their text books and the other resources in the classroom. The most creative poster gets to choose when they present their information. (40 minutes)


When the students are finished with their posters, have students vote on the best design and display of information, and that team can decide when to present. (15 minutes) Each team will teach the class their topic, and the class takes notes on what they are learning in the KWL charts. (30 minutes)

CLOSING ACTIVITY:

Students must write at least three sentence response to the “If you lived their” prompt and drop it in the basket when they leave the room. (5 minutes)


“If you lived there… You live in New York City, and your young cousin from out of state has come to visit. As you take her on a tour of the city, you point out the different cultural neighborhoods, like Chinatown, Little Italy, Spanish Harlem, and Koreatown. Your cousin isn’t quite sure what culture means or why these neighborhoods are so different. How can you explain what culture is?”

ASSESSMENT—


Students are to complete the following questions, found in their textbook, using their notes and their textbook.

1. Define: What is culture?

2. Analyze: What influences the development of culture?

3. Elaborate: How might the world be different if we all shared the same culture?

4. Identify: What are the different types of culture regions?

5. Analyze: How does cultural diversity affect societies?

6. Describe: How does cultural diffusion take place?

7. Make Inferences: How can the spread of new ideas lead to cultural change?

8. Evaluate: Do you think that cultural diffusion has a positive or a negative effect? Explain your answer.

Assessment Key

1. the set of beliefs, goals, and the practices that a group of people share

2. traditions and laws passed down, immigration, historical events, the local environment 

3. possible answers—fewer conflicts, uniform customs, foods, religion; fewer new ideas

4. regions in which people share a common religion, language, ethnic background, and lifestyle, such as the Arab culture region

5. creates a variety of ideas and practices, may cause conflict

6. when people move or when an idea or customs spreads

7. new ideas can change what people do, their work, leisure, worship, and so on
8. possible answers—positive, because it provides new ideas and practices; negative, because it can cause a culture to lose its uniqueness

Lesson Plan 2
(2-51 minute classes)
**Reserve computer lab ahead of time, and set up in the morning before students arrive.

OBJECTIVE:


By the end of the lesson, students will be able to recognize different culture regions through their music.

MATERIALS:


Music CD’s


Computer Lab


Passports—6 pages and a cover

METHODS: 


Go through each question from the previous day’s assessment giving the students the correct answers, Collect the assignment. 


Pass out Musical Passport to each student. Musical passports should have six pages of the following word document stapled together. (5 minutes)

INSTRUCTIONS:


Students are to be divided into the six groups from the last lesson. Once they are in the computer lab, students will spend a total of 6 minutes at each computer station. When they reach their first station, they are to listen to the music assigned to that computer. Each computer will be numbered one through six, and the students will write the number of each computer on each page of their passports. Students will listen to the music, and after three minutes, announce that they should be filling in their passport page. After six minutes, each group should rotate, and repeat the previous instructions until all groups have heard all the music. (45 minutes)

Music to be used:
· Songs of Old Russia. (1993). [CD]. Mt. Vernon, NY: Monitor.

· Putumayo presents acoustic Africa. (2006). [CD]. Putumayo World Music.

· Come dance with me in Ireland. (2000). [CD]. New York, NY Claddagh Records/Atlantic.

· Shout out Louds. (2007). Our ill wills. [CD]. Chapel Hill, NC. Merge Records.

· Best of Africa, Australia, and the Southern Seas. (1996). [CD]. East Grinstead, West Sussex, England. ARC Music.

· Japan. (1995). Kabuki and other traditional music. [CD]. New York, New York. Nonesuch.
When students are done with all of the music and have filled in their passports, play the music from each of the CD’s for the students. Tell them where the music is from, and have the students discuss what they heard and wrote in their passports. If there is time left at the end of the class, have students decorate their passport. (50 minutes)

ASSESSMENT:


Completed passports, class participation, and students are to complete the vocabulary worksheet as homework.
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Musical Passport

Computer Number:

Notes:

What instruments can you hear?

Is this in a major or minor key?

Can you identify the time signature? 

What do you like about this music?


What do you dislike about this music?

What culture do you think this music comes from?

How is this music similar to the music you listen to?

How is this music different from the music you listen to?

What kind of dances could accompany this music?

Lesson 3

(5 days total)
**Reserve computer lab ahead of time for two days. Check out a variety of books relating to different cultures from the library. 
MATERIALS:


A variety of books from the local library


Handouts- Explore your culture


Rubrics

OBJECTIVE: 

Students are to make personal connections to the concept of “culture.”

METHODS: 

Collect pervious night’s homework. (3 minutes)


Discuss students about your own personal cultural traditions. For example, my family is Slovak, and therefore always has kielbasa at every holiday meal. Grandma offers food to you every time you walk through the door, even if you just ate. Encourage students to relate to the class their own personal traditions they celebrate, such as Quinceañeras, Seders, traditional food, etc. (10 minutes) Once you have talked and discussed the students own connection to what they have been studying, pass out the “Explore Your Culture” handout. Read through it with the students. (10 minutes)


Students are to spend the next three days doing their research using the books provide, as well as the computer lab. Two days after that, students will present their information to the class. 

ASSESSMENT:

Completion of the project

Explore Your Culture!
You are going to find out everything you never knew about your own culture!

1. Decide what you are going to research. Pick either your own family heritage, or one that you are just really interested in.

2. Research about its country of origin. For example, if your heritage is Polish, you would learn about Poland. If you are Jamaican, you’d learn about Jamaica.

3. Write a 5 paragraph essay telling about your culture and what you have learned. Your essay must include the following:

a. An introduction

b. Facts about the country

c. Facts about the history

d. Facts about the unique culture

e. A conclusion

4. Create some kind of visual aid. Be Creative! There are no limits as to what you can do for this! Here are some ideas, but if you think of something different, just ask me!

a. Poster with pictures

b. Song and/or dance

c. Food (Just make sure it’s school friendly, you bring the utensils, and you bring enough to share!)

d. Costume

5. Be ready to present your findings to the class!

	
	Culture Project Rubric
	Topic:                     
	

	Student Name:                                       
	Class:                   
	

	5 Paragraph Essay
	
	 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5 Paragraphs
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mechanics
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Required Topics
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Overall effort
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Total Earned:
	

	Presentation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Applies to project
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Effort
	
	10
	8
	6
	4
	2
	0
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Quality of presentation
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Total Earned: 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Post Assessment

Students will review their KWL charts to study for the test. Students will then take a test over the unit to demonstrate their comprehension of the information in the unit. The test is made with a test generator provided with the textbooks by Holt. 

Culture-6th Grade Social Studies
Multiple Choice
Identify the choice that best completes the statement or answers the question.
____
1.
The term for having a variety of cultures in the same area is

	a.
	cultural diversity.
	c.
	popular culture.

	b.
	culture region.
	d.
	population density.


____
2.
An area in which people have many shared culture traits is called

	a.
	a culture region.
	c.
	an ethnic group.

	b.
	cultural diffusion.
	d.
	popular culture.


____
3.
People's culture

	a.
	never changes.

	b.
	is handed down by families and affected by history and new ideas.

	c.
	is the same all around the world.

	d.
	is left behind when people migrate.


____
4.
The set of beliefs values and practices that a group of people has in common is

	a.
	a trait set.
	c.
	culture.

	b.
	diversity.
	d.
	ethnicity.


____
5.
The way that people eat is an example of a cultural trait that

	a.
	is shared by most people around the world.

	b.
	is different around the world.

	c.
	has not changed.

	d.
	is dependent on religion.


____
6.
Cultural diffusion is

	a.
	an area in which people have many shared culture traits.

	b.
	the process of moving from one place to another.

	c.
	the gradual death of culture traits.

	d.
	the spread of culture traits from one region to another.


____
7.
What is the best description of Arabic culture?

	a.
	a culture region that dominates one country only

	b.
	one of the two cultures of Saudi Arabia

	c.
	a culture region that spreads across country borders

	d.
	a culture that has been dominated by the Kurdish culture


____
8.
When people move from one place to another they

	a.
	leave their culture behind.
	c.
	become culturally diffuse.

	b.
	bring their culture with them.
	d.
	dominate other cultures.


____
9.
English, French, Spanish, and Portuguese are spoken in the Americas because of

	a.
	cultural diffusion.
	c.
	low birthrates in the Americas.

	b.
	globalization.
	d.
	high birthrates in Europe.


____
10.
What might a large cluster of population reveal?

	a.
	unreliable water sources
	c.
	harsh climate

	b.
	plentiful agricultural land
	d.
	a strong culture group


____
11.
Countries with rapidly growing populations might face challenges related to

	a.
	medical care.
	c.
	jobs.

	b.
	education.
	d.
	All of the above


____
12.
Most citizens work in primary industries in

	a.
	developing countries.
	c.
	democracies.

	b.
	developed countries.
	d.
	monarchies.


____
13.
Popular culture could best be described as

	a.
	reliance of one country on the resources of another.

	b.
	culture traits of a particular people at a particular time and place.

	c.
	trade that occurs between the U.S. and Japan.

	d.
	culture traits that are well known and widely accepted.


____
14.
Humanitarian organizations help by providing

	a.
	aid to victims of a disaster.

	b.
	aid to refugees who have fled their homes.

	c.
	medical attention to people who need help.

	d.
	All of the above


PRACTICING SOCIAL STUDIES SKILLS

Study the map below and answer the question that follows.
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____
15.
What region of the United States is the most densely populated?

	a.
	the Northeast
	c.
	the Midwest

	b.
	the South
	d.
	the West


Completion
Complete each statement.

16.
A ____________________ is an activity or behavior in which people often take part. (culture trait/culture region)

17.
About ____________________ of the world’s people live in developing countries. (one-third/two-thirds)

18.
An organization of the world’s countries that promotes peace around the world is the ____________________. (International Red Cross/United Nations)
True/False
Indicate whether the statement is true or false.
____
19.
When one group conquers another, the culture of the defeated group is the only one that changes.
____
20.
Cultural diversity can create an interesting mix of ideas as well as conflict.
____
21.
A high rate of population increase can make it hard for a country to develop economically.
____
22.
Humanitarian aid can include medical help and aid to refugees.
____
23.
All societies create some type of art or music.
____
24.
Because of cultural diversity, a single culture never dominates an entire country.
____
25.
English is the main language of international business, science, and education.
Matching
In the space provided, write the letter of the term that matches each description.

	a.
	developed country
	g.
	International Red Cross

	b.
	rate of natural increase
	h.
	cultural diffusion

	c.
	monarchy
	i.
	economic indicator

	d.
	popular country
	j.
	Cuba

	e.
	migration
	k.
	English

	f.
	Mali
	l.
	United Nations


____
26.
rate at which a population is changing
____
27.
the process of leaving one place to live in another
____
28.
measure of a country's wealth
____
29.
country with a high quality of life and strong economy
____
30.
spread of culture traits
____
31.
country with a high population growth rate
____
32.
major global language
Short Answer

33.
What is culture? In what ways do cultures change?

34.
How have history and environment affected the development of culture?

35.
What are three traits that culture groups might share?

36.
Give an example of a country with more than one culture region.

37.
What factors can lead to cultural diffusion?

38.
How has American culture influenced the world?

39.
Evaluate this statement: The world is a global village.

Culture-6th Grade Social Studies

Answer Section
MULTIPLE CHOICE

1.
ANS:
A

2.
ANS:
A

3.
ANS:
B

4.
ANS:
C

5.
ANS:
B

6.
ANS:
D

7.
ANS:
C

8.
ANS:
B

9.
ANS:
A

10.
ANS:
B

11.
ANS:
D

12.
ANS:
A

13.
ANS:
D

14.
ANS:
D

15.
ANS:
A
COMPLETION

16.
ANS:
culture trait

17.
ANS:
two-thirds

18.
ANS:
United Nations
TRUE/FALSE

19.
ANS:
F

20.
ANS:
T

21.
ANS:
T

22.
ANS:
T

23.
ANS:
T

24.
ANS:
F

25.
ANS:
T
MATCHING

26.
ANS:
B

27.
ANS:
E

28.
ANS:
I

29.
ANS:
A

30.
ANS:
H

31.
ANS:
F

32.
ANS:
K
SHORT ANSWER

33.
ANS:


Culture is a group's shared beliefs, values, and practices. Cultures may change when they come in close contact with each other, such as through migration or trade.

34.
ANS:


Historical events can change entire regions, for example when two groups come in contact with each other and share language, religion, etc. Environment can influence how groups survive and earn a living.

35.
ANS:


Any three of the following are acceptable: age, language, religion, lifestyle, foods, music, clothing, architecture.

36.
ANS:


Answers will vary but students may mention Mexico. The culture of northern Mexico tends to be more modern, whereas the culture of southern Mexico tends to be more traditional.

37.
ANS:


Cultural diffusion occurs when people move from one place to another and when ideas spread from place to place.

38.
ANS:


Examples include wide availability of American products, American TV shows, and the rise of English as the main language for business, science, and education.

39.
ANS:


Answers will vary but students should address the concept that because of globalization, the world seems smaller and that an event in one part of the world can affect the entire planet.
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