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Statement of Purpose


In our district, the great debate regarding the best way to teach reading is really heating up.  Some advocate the teaching of phonics, while others prefer the whole word, or sight word approach.  Two facts are clear; not every word can be sounded out phonetically, and learning every word by sight is virtually impossible.  Because of this, the teaching and learning of essential sight words with irregular spellings has become an essential component in today’s curriculum and is therefore included in the operating standards of many states (Ohio Department of Operating Standards, 2004).    

Edward William Dolch published a study in the 1930s that transformed a method used for teaching reading. He found that children who could identify a certain core group of words by sight could not only read fluently, but could also better comprehend what they were reading (Bloomster, 1937).   He studied English text, with a focus on children's reading books, and methodically selected the most commonly used, irregularly spelled words to include in this list (Dolch, 1936).  A study was then carried out in the 70s to compare the vocabularies of five basic reading series with the Dolch lists.  It was concluded that the Dolch list continues to account for more than fifty percent of the words in presently published basic reading series.  It was suggested that teachers continue to facilitate students in mastering this list by the end of third grade (Johns, J.L, 1970).    

The issue we are facing in our elementary is how to teach Dolch words efficiently through contextualized learning experiences while making the process fun and meaningful for both teachers and students.  In 1983, Howard Gardner published a landmark book that unveiled a theory of multiple intelligences, or MI, by identifying seven separate human capacities: musical, verbal, bodily/kinesthetic, interpersonal, intrapersonal, visual and logic  (Gardner, 1983). He discovered that based on the fact that children have different ways of learning and processing information, MI provided each child the opportunity to experience success and be motivated and creative in its own way.  The theory of multiple intelligences functions as a remedy to the one-sidedness in teaching and acts as a meta-model for organizing and synthesizing educational activities (Armstrong, 2004).   Because students learn differently and at various rates, I have partnered the Dolch list with the theory of multiple intelligences into this curriculum map in the hope to reach all learners grades K-3 in our district.  
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