Statement of Purpose


According to the Ohio Academic Content Standards (2004), a kindergarten social studies standard, rights and responsibility, is to discuss the attributes and actions of a good citizen with emphasis on trust, respect, honesty, responsibility, fairness, compassion, and self-control (pp 109). A character education program teaches these attributes to children by providing activities and information on how to develop these attributes. The character traits are important for students, especially kindergarten students, to develop in order to become a moral and active citizen in society. With the increase of urbanization and immigration, shifts in traditional moral values, and the influence from the media to reestablish the traditional values in children, teaching good character traits has become the job of educators (Leming, 2008; Narvaez & Lapsley, 2008). 

Past teaching experiences have formed a personal pedagogy towards teaching that includes interactive, collaborative, student-centered, authentic activities that relate to the students and their society. Chiarelott (2006) describes these personal attributes as problem-based and societal approaches to teaching (pp. 24, 77-78). Narvaez and Lapsley (2008) explained that students flourish in classroom communities and are best equipped to take on challenges of development when they master skill sets required for responsible members in a democratic society (pp. 158). Character education integrates the standard attributes by relating to students’ lives and demonstrating how society and the school life are affected by these attributes. Althof and Berkowitz (2008) would agree with this explanation by adding, “Societies need moral members. Truly civil societies needs citizens to care about the general welfare and those who cannot advocate for themselves,” (pp. 496).

Character education teaches students how to be respectful, honest, trusting, reliable, caring, fair members of society. It is not always guaranteed that students will be taught these important character traits outside of school and hence why it is the educators’ duty to instill these traits on the students. These character traits should be integrated throughout content areas in the elementary curriculum because students need to practice these traits to be able to identify how they look and what is required of each student in order for them to perform these traits independently when the occasion arises. Beginning at the elementary level helps students begin shaping their personalities, values, attitudes and habits and it is better to start at the beginning rather than later. (Narvaez & Lapsley, 2008; Althof & Berkowitz, 2006). The program enables students to self-reflect and assess the actions and behaviors of each attribute. Students will be able to identify, demonstrate, and apply these attributes in and outside of the school. 

Therefore, the purpose of this unit is to educate students on how to become moral and active citizens in society as well as in the classroom. Students will learn how to become active in society and why this is important; they will develop positive behaviors and actions towards others and learn how to provide for others in the community, school and home. This unit is designed to be implemented throughout the entire year by integrating the attributes into other content areas when the need arises. The students need time to practice and relate the attributes to their lives in order to develop the foundation of good character traits.
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