Great Expectations by Charles Dickens
Learning Outcomes
Unit Outcomes
1. Students will develop enhanced ability in critical thinking by observing, comparing, and listing the basic elements of a novel. (Synthesis)
2. Students will learn to make personal connection with a character by analyzing the characters motivations, feelings, and goals and relating those experiences to the students’ own lives. (Analysis)
3. Students will explain and clarify character development based on how various characters and character types impact the plot and relate to the lead character in the novel. (Knowledge)
4. Students will identify sixty assigned vocabulary words through contextual meaning and use the words correctly thereby building their own vocabulary knowledge base. (Comprehension)
5. Students will develop an understanding of dialect and a comfort level and confidence in dealing with unfamiliar dialect words and phrases. (Synthesis)
6. Students will apply their knowledge and skill to reading and writing assignments in preparation for the Ohio Graduation Test. (Application)
Sub Unit 1 – Double Vision (A Lesson in Critical Thinking)
1. Students will read a novel to build an understanding of fictitious literary works, of themselves, and of other cultures. (Knowledge)
2. Students will read a novel from a different time period representing a specific genre to build an understanding of the many dimensions of human experience. (Comprehension)
3. Students will employ various writing strategies using different writing process elements appropriately to effectively communicate with their audience. (Synthesis)
4. Students will apply knowledge of language structure, language conventions (e.g., spelling and punctuation), media techniques, figurative language, and genre to create, critique and discuss literary works. (Application)
5. Students will analyze comparative lists of separate videos to determine changes in dramatic effect incurred by characters compared to the author’s intentions. (Analyze)
Sub Unit 2 – Empathy Journal (A Lesson in Analysis)

1. Students will define critical terms such as empathy as it relates to the novel’s main character. (Knowledge)
2. Students will identify experiences, opinions, beliefs, or emotions exhibited by Pip that relate to those of a contemporary adolescent. (Comprehension)
3. Students will develop a notebook or journal and list examples of empathy for the main character in the journal. (Synthesis)
4. Students will discuss their journal entries to determine which feelings were most common and which were less so to determine where Dickens was accurate in his depiction of the main character’s growth and where he was trying to create drama. (Analysis)
Sub Unit 3 – We Need an Expert! (A Lesson in Character Development)

1. Students will identify types of characters (lead, supporting, and cameo) by their roles and interaction with the main character. (Comprehension)
2. Students will analyze a character by what the character says, the character’s actions and/or the character’s interaction with other characters. (Analysis)
3. Students will report their findings through written and oral communication with the class. (Synthesis)
4. Students will apply the information gathered to determine the importance of the information to the unfolding of the story. (Application)
Sub Unit 4 – “In a Word…A Young Fellow of Great Expectations!” (A Lesson in Vocabulary)

1. Students will build vocabulary using a contextual approach. (Knowledge)
2. Students will combine traditional written exercises and active learning improvisation to comprehend word meaning. (Synthesis)
3. Students will draw on their prior experience, their interactions with other readers and writers, their knowledge of word meaning and of other texts, their word identification strategies, and their understanding of textual features (e.g., sound-letter correspondence, sentence structure, context, graphics). (Analysis)
4. Students will apply vocabulary skills learned through weekly and cumulative quizzes on the words. (Comprehension)
Sub Unit 5 – Are You A-Listening? (A Lesson in Dialect)

1. Students will utilize strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and appreciate the novel. (Comprehension)
2. Students will draw on their prior experience, their interactions with other readers and writers, their knowledge of word meaning and of other texts, their word identification strategies, and their understanding of textual features (e.g., sound-letter correspondence, sentence structure, context, graphics). (Analysis)
3. Students will apply knowledge of language structure, language conventions (e.g., spelling and punctuation), media techniques, figurative language, and genre to create, critique and discuss literary works. (Application)
4. Students will develop an understanding of and respect for diversity in language use, patterns, and dialects across cultures, ethnic groups, geographic regions, and social roles. (Synthesis)
Sub Unit 6 – Full-Length Personal Essay

1. Students will display a general understanding of the novel Great Expectations. (Knowledge)
2. Students will express that knowledge and convey contextual learning through the written word. (Comprehension)
3. Students will utilize the five-paragraph writing process appropriately. (Application)
4. Students will organize thoughts and ideas in a concise, organized manner. (Synthesis)
5. Students will provide feedback through answering follow-up questions from the teacher. (Analysis) 
