Evaluation Strategy:  9th Grade Unit on Propaganda

The skills that my students must use to complete the propaganda project include 21st Century skills such as collaboration, negotiation, planning, and organization.  The evaluation strategies that will be used include both formative and summative evaluation methods.  Formative evaluation is considered an evaluation of “work in progress” and summative evaluation compares curriculum designs to determine which is better/best (Chiarelott, 2006).  


In my propaganda unit I will use formative evaluation when I design the unit.  I will assess my students’ content and learner needs before we begin.  If I am going to do this project by using a WebQuest, I have to make sure that 9th grade students are computer literate and capable of reading and following directions on their own.  I could use a survey to see how much they know about technology, or more importantly, how comfortable they are while using technology.  I can teach them how to use it, but I can’t teach them to be comfortable with it.  This evaluation may last one to three years, so it doesn’t necessarily mean that I would use this on the same group of kids for the evaluation.  It may be a group of kids that I have had over a three year period.  I could give pre and post tests to my students to determine if they are capable of doing the unit, and whether or not they see any value in doing the unit at all.  If they do not internalize this process, and deem the information beneficial to them for the rest of their lives, then I have failed to make this unit a worthy PBL.   


In my propaganda unit I will also use summative evaluation. Summative evaluation usually doesn’t begin until the third and fifth year of implementation.  I could meet with other teachers that teach a unit on propaganda and compare them.  Since both of our units have the same outcomes, it is fitting to compare the two.  All English teachers in our school use the propaganda unit to teach research skills.  At the end of the unit the students must write a research paper.  I can compare my students’ final products to another teacher’s students’ research papers.  I could also make a survey to see if both sets of students internalized the process.  It would be very interesting to see if students in a PBL environment see my topic as being important in their lives vs. a non-PBL environment.  
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