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8th Grade Reading

by Denise Brennan

Statement of Purpose

While literacy plays a huge role in the educational success of elementary students, its importance should not be diminished as students move to middle school and high school, where substantial literacy challenges exist.  Older students need to be able to comprehend more complex texts, decode technical vocabulary, express their ideas in informative, persuasive and creative writing, and to use higher-order thinking skills to analyze a wide variety of expository text and media (Learning, 2005).  Not only are these skills vital to one’s self-efficacy, but, these skills are also crucial for both career and college success, which the American public has come to realize as key to its competition in a global, knowledgeable economy.


Despite early warnings of reports such as A Nation at Risk, which documented links between education and economic success, little progress toward increased literacy has been made.  According to Haynes (2010), “Over the last 37 years, the literacy performance of thirteen and seventeen-year-olds on the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAP) has remained stunningly low, revealing that nearly six million of the twenty-two million American secondary students struggle to read and write” (p. 1).  As a nineteen year veteran teacher, Nancy Veatch, reports, “year after year, students come to her classroom without the literacy skills necessary to comprehend their social science textbook” (Miller & Veatch, 2010, p. 155).  This statistical trend needs to be reversed if the educational integrity of our individual students and the integrity of our students as a nation of “citizens” is to remain intact. 

This course, with a focus on teaching Reading for Literature and Reading for Information, concurrently, builds on skills introduced in the upper elementary grades while positioning students to further develop independent learning strategies that will allow them to be successful, life-long readers and learners.  Students’ individual reading and learning successes translate into national economic success simply based on the theory of contribution. The framework is structured so that best practice strategies can be incorporated and an overall comprehension level of sixth to eighth grade reading complexity will prevail.

In summary, a well-developed reading curriculum, that utilizes literacy strategies along with pertinent 21st Century Skills, will position students well toward becoming productive members of their communities, this country and the global economy.
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