Sequencing Rationale


This Constitution unit is sequenced according to the concept-related sequencing pattern of logical prerequisite.  The concept-related sequencing pattern is the best fit since like many other subjects, the concepts learned in previous units help students comprehend and understand the new content. By utilizing this sequencing pattern, it also helps to provide students with some sense of direction and continuity. 


The first subunit, “Collapse of the Articles of Confederation,” is the most beneficial starting place for students because students need to see what non-effective government looks like. By understanding why our first government following the Revolution failed, students will be able to compare and contrast the differences between the Articles and the Constitution. This sets the stage and foundation for the remainder of the unit. 


The second subunit, “Constitutional Convention,” branches of the failed attempt of our first government. Following the collapse, the founding fathers called for a meeting of delegates in Philadelphia. At this meeting, the adapted the articles and added necessary parts to ensure this new government would survive. Students will have to demonstrate and apply the differences between the Articles and Constitution, and why the Constitution survived.


The third subunit, “Protecting Americans Rights,” discusses the impact of the 27 Amendment and how those items directly impact the daily lives of students. This subunit also goes into great detail about the Constitutional Convention and the implementation of the 3/5ths Compromise. We spend considerable time on the 3/5ths Compromise because of the long term impacts it had on the issue of slavery and the road to the American Civil War. 


Our fourth and final subunit, “The Constitution Today,” focusses on  a variety of issues ranging from the election of the president to the how a bill becomes a law. During this subunit, we spend a tremendous amount of class time completing hands-on activities. Our court case is the center piece of the unit and is what students look forward to most. The hands-on approach to this subunit allows students to take prior retained knowledge and apply it to real-world scenarios. 

