Chapter 8: Section 1

The Confederation Era

Explain some of the major problems the leaders of the new republic faced under the Articles of Confederation.

Westward Expansion:

· Many colonists after the Revolutionary War wanted to move westward.

· Using the Wilderness Road, Daniel Boone helped to establish Kentucky for thousands of settlers.

· However, westward expansion would soon place the Americans in direct conflict with the Natives. 

New State Governments:

· Once the Americans declared independence from England, each state created its own government. 

· Some states even created different branches of government, to hopefully spread the power out.

· This was to prevent one branch from becoming to powerful.

The Articles of Confederation:

· Americans knew that without some form of national government the country could not survive.

· The Articles of Confederation was the first step towards establishing a national government.

· This meant the national government had the right to wage war, sign treaties, and issue money.

Weaknesses of the Articles:

· Even though the Articles of Confederation did have serious weaknesses, it was a step in the right direction.

· Lacked power to enforce laws

· They lacked the power to create and levy taxes

· It lacked the power to levy trade among states

· Required all 13 states to approve changes to the Articles.

The Northwest Land Ordinance:

· The Northwest Ordinance of 1785 called for surveyors to mark out six-square mile plots called townships.

· This new area to be claimed included Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin, and Minnesota. It was called the Northwest Territory.

· The Northwest Ordinance of 1787, set more guidelines and allowed for these areas to become states.

· It also set conditions or laws for the settlement of the Northwest.

· Slavery was outlawed in the Northwest

· The rivers were open to navigation and trade by all.

· There was freedom of religion

· Trial by jury was guaranteed. 

***The Northwest Ordinance was important because it opened the west up for expansion. The states added to the United States followed how they came listed under the Northwest Ordinance.

