Sequencing Rationale

The curriculum design for Conveying Ideas in Writing is sequenced according to the utilization-related  sequencing pattern of procedure.  Each unit builds upon the skills learned in the previous unit.  The final product cannot be realized unless one learns the concepts and skills in the previous three units, sequentially.


The first subunit, “Pre-Writing” is the first step in the writing process.  The students will learn how to identify their audience, task and/or purpose for writing.  This is a crucial first step because it determines what style of writing one will use.  Students will also practice “brainstorming” ideas to help in the writing process.  Many individuals struggle in this area, students will be able to develop this skill to aid them in the writing process.  This unit will also discuss how information can be gathered and how it is to be used in writing, borrowed vs. original.  Plagiarism will be focused on and the severity of consequences will be covered.  This subunit covers the foundation of writing.  The units to follow will address the final product.


The second subunit, “Drafting” is the second step in the writing process.  Students will discover how writings need to be organized in a manner that makes them easily read.  The technique used is sequencing.  Students will include a topic sentence, supporting sentences, and the use of connective and transitional devices in each of their writings.  Drafting also includes analyzing the writing for any inconsistencies or errors in spelling, word choice, punctuation, sentence structure, capitalization and grammatical structure.  This unit is the largest of the four units because it covers the “rules of writing”.  These are a must because the rules convey professionalism and ability.  If there are a lot of errors in the writing, it will not be well received.


The next subunit is “ Editing”. This includes rereading and clarifying what has been written.  Many times what has been written appears to read well to the writer, however, the true test is if someone else can read and understand what has been written.  Students will read other student's writings and take on the role of  Editor.  They will look for areas that don't read well and ask for clarification when they don't understand what is trying to be conveyed.  The will learn the technique of proofreading and what it entails.  Sometimes this job can be difficult because students may become offended when the writing they have worked so hard on is torn apart by another.  I want students to understand that this is necessary to achieve quality writing.


The final unit is “Publishing”.  This is where the final product is presented to its audience, the reader.  Students will use technology in their presentations when appropriate.  Having a product that “looks professional” is the goal.  Things to check for are:  spacing, legibility, visuals and graphics.  The question I want my student to ask themselves when they are done with their writing is, “Am I proud of what I have written?”  If they can answer this question with a, “Yes!”, then it is ready to be published. 

