Amy Dominique

Changes Unit

Sequencing Rationale


While teaching the changes unit, I will cover one story over two week segments during the nine-week period.  These two-week periods will consistently be repeated as far as the tools and methods of delivery.  


I will start each week by creating the homework sheet that will go home nightly with the students that includes words, phrases, oral fluency practice and a story to be read with a parent.  I will introduce the homework material for the week and the students will prepare to take these home.  Next, the students will split into their three rotation groups and break for the 20 minute session.  Again, this will be repeated daily.  


The sequence of activities for the phonics/spelling component will include the following for the week.  First, the Phonics Dance and Hunk and Chunks will be introduced as well as the spelling words.  Students will complete making words activities to coincide with the weekly pattern/blend/phoneme that is targeted for the week.  They will also write sentences to include these words and patterns as well.  Powerpoint presentations will be used to introduce new words and patterns for this week as well.  Formal assessment will include the weekly spelling test as well as a cloze sheet or verbal sentences using the words for the week as well.


Next, the reading fluency component will be done by repetition exercises.  Students will practice reading words, phrases and cold passages first without a timer and then with a timer.  They will also work on mastery of sight words lists during this time as well.  The weekly homework sheet contains the words and phrases that will be focused on during these sessions as well.  


The comprehension component finally will include using many different texts, not only the weekly story but many others.  It will also include 5 different techniques throughout the week.  First of all, students are introduced to the main story by listening to it on audio cd.  Second, they will also echo read and choral read the story as well.  Next, students will retell the story using 6 different picture cards form the story.  They will first retell with the cards in order.  Then, they will be expected to put the cards in order on their own and finally be assessed over this very activity as well.  Finally, students will also complete a story map that answers questions regarding the story that has been repeatedly heard all week.  At the conclusion of the story, students will be given a formative assessment that contains multiplechoice questions regarding the story as well as a short response question for them to write out an answer as well. 


Writing activities will be done when the whole group reconvenes with me in the classroom.  Strategies used will include journal writing when given a prompt to complete.  It will also include writing complete sentences when given a start and when ask to write on their own.  A grammar and writing practice book along with Power Point presentations will be used to drive home grammatical concepts to be applied as well.  A rubric will be used to assess the final product/project at the end of the two-week session.


Because I am choosing to teach this unit in a co-teaching setting, the typical sequencing rationale is a little out of sorts so to speak.  The sequence is happening simultaneously but with a different group of kids at different times of the day.  This model has been very successful for my kids at this point in their academic careers.  
