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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE


When studying the American Civil War and Reconstruction, many Middle School Social Studies simply teach the basic facts and do not concentrate on why.


Why does the Civil War and reconstruction matter? They matter because it shows the struggle between the North and South that was caused by Sectionalism. It matters because it will give us a better understanding of the state of racial relations back then and how to develop ways to improve them. It matters because it will show how Americans fought other Americans and through this conflict brought about a transformed United States of America. It matters because it will show that the United state of America can rebuild herself through the Reconstruction period and how it created a stronger federal government that continues to this day.

I propose to improve the Middle School Social Studies curriculum on the American Civil War and Reconstruction through a hands on unit that promotes students’ learning. This program will help students to realize the importance of the American Civil War and Reconstruction. Through the use of technology, students will gather and evaluate information and show the effect it still has on the nation.

This curriculum is consistent with the Ohio Academic Content Standards. The Ohio Academic Content Standards state that the students should be able to analyze the causes and consequences of the American Civil War and Reconstruction.


It is imperative that this curriculum be implemented so that students can have a better understanding on why the American Civil War and Reconstruction matters.
