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Authentic Activity: Mystery Strategy for Elementary Students

What happens when regions and/or countries specialize in the goods that they produce?
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Grade: 6th
Theme: Regions and People of the Eastern Hemisphere
Strand: Economics
Topic: Scarcity – There are not enough resources to produce all the goods and services that people desire.
Content Statement: #14-When regions and/or countries specialize, global trade occurs.

Rationale: Students love to solve mysteries, so why not include mysteries in the classroom?  This activity will allow students to actively construct knowledge by engaging in the process of inquiry.  Students must make an initial hypothesis, look at a variety of sources and “evidence,” form an improved hypothesis, and report their findings to the class.  The clues will first relate to students lives by investigating goods and services produced in Ohio and then move to looking at product specialization in different states and foreign countries.

Background Information: Students will have studied the reasons why individuals and societies specialize in the production of goods and services in Grade 5.  In Grade 6, the understanding that the limited availability of productive resources leads to specialization is built upon.  How and why specialization leads to global trade is investigated.
Goals of the Mystery Strategy: 
1. Gather, Organize, and Process Information
2. Formulate and Test Hypothesis
3. Think Creatively and Analytically to Solve Problems
4. Develop, Defend, and Present Solutions to Problems

Objective: 
Students will develop a hypothesis, based on the exploration of a variety of sources and clues that explains how global trade results when regions and/or countries specialize, noting at least three supporting details.

Activity Procedure:
1. The teacher will find a variety of sources that will serve as clues for students to help them solve the mystery of “What happens when regions and/or countries specialize in the goods that they produce?”  These sources will be provided to students as hard copies or will be provided to students through links on the classroom website.
2. Students will think about the question and write an initial hypothesis on the attached graphic organizer worksheet.
3. Students will investigate the resources/clues individually (or with small cooperative groups) using iPads or laptops, taking note of their observations from each source.  As students are looking at resources, the teacher will circulate to each group and ask guiding questions and make informal notes of each student’s progress.  The teacher could ask students how the clues/resources are related or unrelated and why or how the clues help to support or refute their hypothesis.
4. After all sources have been investigated, students will make a new and improved hypothesis based on their investigations.  Students will write at least three details to support their hypothesis.
5. Students will discuss their findings with their small groups.
6. Each group will share their results and final hypothesis with the class.


Clue/Resource Examples:
· CLUE #1: Interactive Map of the United States: http://www.eduplace.com/kids/socsci/books/applications/imaps/maps/g3_u5/index.html
This interactive map allows students to see where different products are produced in the United States.  Students can click on the industries of oil, manufacturing, mining, farming, and transportation products to see which type of work takes place in which states.

· CLUE #2: Products Made in Ohio
http://cleveland.about.com/od/livingincleveland/tp/ohioproducts.htm
Students can read about some interesting products that are produced in Ohio in this article.

· CLUE #3: Made in Ohio! Manufacturers, Producers, and Artisans whose Products are Made in Ohio!
Made in USA!
http://users.starpower.net/mkluskens/genealogy/MadeinOhio.html
Students will be interested to see this long list of different products made in Ohio.

· CLUE #4: Ohio – Ohio Economy
http://www.netstate.com/economy/oh_economy.htm
Students can see the different types of products produced in Ohio including agriculture, manufacturing, mining, fishing, and services.

· CLUE #5: Florida – Florida Economy
http://www.netstate.com/economy/fl_economy.htm
Students can see the different types of products produced in Florida including agriculture, manufacturing, mining, fishing, and services.  Students could compare the goods produced in Florida to what is produced in a different region of the United States, for example Ohio.

· CLUE #6: China vs. United States: A Visual Comparison
http://www.mint.com/blog/trends/china-vs-united-states-a-visual-comparison/
This article takes statistical information from the CIA World Factbook and shows how China and the United States are interrelated economically through a series of graphical representations.

· CLUE #7: The World Factbook - China
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ch.html
Students can investigate the section entitled “Economy” and compare the numbers of labor force occupations, products produced, and imports/exports with those of other countries.

· CLUE #8: The World Factbook – The United States
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/us.html
Students can investigate the section entitled “Economy” and compare the numbers of labor force occupations, products produced, and imports/exports with those of other countries.

· CLUE #9: The World Factbook – India
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/in.html
Students can investigate the section entitled “Economy” and compare the numbers of labor force occupations, products produced, and imports/exports with those of other countries.
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