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SELF-CREATED ECONOMICS AUTHENTIC ACTIVITY
Summary of Lesson: In this lesson students will be making decisions as consumers in buying materials for a mock camping trip.  Students will have to compare the prices and quality of items as they make purchases that keep them within their budget while providing them with quality materials.  
Objectives: 

· Students will learn how to make purchases for quality items while staying within a budget.  

· Students will understand that reflecting on present and future consequences when making consumer decisions are very important when purchasing items.  
OACS Alignment: 

Grade 6 – Economics Strand
Topic: Economic Decision Making and Skills- Effective economic decision making requires students to be able to reason logically about key economic issues that affect their lives as consumers, producers, savers, investors and citizens.  Economic decision making and skills engage students in the practice of analyzing costs and benefits, collecting and organizing economic evidence, and proposing alternatives to economic problems. 

Content Statement #12- The choices people make have both present and future consequences.  The evaluation of choices is relative and may differ across individuals and societies.  
Topic: Financial Literacy- Financial Literacy is the ability of individuals to use knowledge and skills to manage limited financial resources effectively for limited financial security.  

Content Statement #16- When selecting items to buy, individuals can compare the price and quality of available goods and services. 

Resources: used in lesson: 

· Students’ Social Studies journals
· Handouts with price and description of each item for seven stations.  (7 items, 2-3 choices for each item= 14-21 handouts that are mounted at each station).  
· Exit slips
Introduction to the lesson: 

1. In students’ social studies journals they must make a list of things they might need for a camping trip.  

a. Students should list the items in order of importance, with the most important items being at the top.  

2. Give students time to complete this in small groups before having volunteers share their responses.  
Lesson: 

1. Explain to students that they will be going on a mock camping trip and must buy supplies for it!  

2. The teacher will then explain to students that there are seven stations set up around the room where students must “shop” for camping items.  The items are: tent, lantern, backpack, boots, sleeping bag, cooler, and rain gear.  

a. At each station there will be 2-3 choices for each item.  Students must choose the best choice out of the options provided based on the price and item description.  For example, at the lantern station students may have to choose between a traditional lantern and a large, self-starting/self-sustaining lantern that costs more money.  

b. Explain to students that they have to thing about the present and future consequences of their decision:  which purchase will be more beneficial long-term? 

c. The price and item description for each choice will be printed on a colored piece of paper and is mounted at each station.  

3. Students will be given a budget that they must stay within.  Explain to students that they want to have enough leftover money from their budget to buy food and snacks for the trip as well.  

4. Split students into groups of 3-4 and have them circulate through stations.  

5. Students should take notes in their social studies journals as they work through each station.  

6. After each group has had enough time to visit each station and make their choices students should make a master list of their final item choices.  

7. When students are finished have groups share their responses for which items they chose and why. 

8. Ask students what was difficult about making the choices?  What influenced their decisions?  What did they have to keep in mind? 
Closure: 

1. On an exit slip or in students’ journals they should respond to the following reflective writing prompt: 

a. Why is it important for consumers to keep in mind the present and future consequences of their economic decisions?  

b. Why is it beneficial to compare the prices and qualities of items before buying them?  

2. Students must turn exit slip into teacher before leaving. 
Assessments Used: An informal assessment is being completed throughout the lesson as the teacher circulates through the room and observes students’ work and decisions as they travel through the stations.  Also, the class discussion and student feedback provides the teacher with insight into students’ learning experiences.  The exit slip can also be used as a formative assessment to gauge students’ grasp on the concepts covered in the lesson and what may need to be investigated further to enhance student understanding. 
Differentiation: This lesson can be differentiated mathematically based on the prices given for the items that students have to compare as well as the availability of calculators.  This allows for the math in the lesson to be made either easier or harder, depending on students’ needs.  Also, the amount of stations can be increased or decreased depending on students’ understanding of the economic concepts included.  With fewer stations, the teacher can guide students through the stations, modeling what a consumer should do when making decisions.  The amount of stations can be increased for students with a firm grasp on the ideas and who are better able to apply the concepts.  
