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WEBQUEST – DIFFERENT TYPES OF GOVERNMENT

Summary of Lesson: This WebQuest will require students to research the different types of governments (monarchies, theocracies, dictatorships, and democracies) and have students choose what they believe to be the “best” one for a country they are founding.  Students must complete a graphic organizer and then write a written explanation for their choice after investigating the different forms of government.  
Objectives:

· Students will be able to gather information on the different forms of government as well as identify advantages and disadvantages of each government. 

· Students will be able to synthesize the information and choose the form of government they would like to incorporate for their new “country” the most.  
OACS Alignment: 

Grade 6 – Government Strand

Topic: Roles and Systems of Government- The purpose of government I the United States is to establish order, protect the rights of individuals and promote the common good.  Governments may be organized in different ways and have limited or unlimited powers.  

Content Statement #10- Governments can be categorized as monarchies, theocracies, dictatorships or democracies, but categories may overlap and labels may not accurately represent how governments function.  The extent of citizens’ liberties and responsibilities varies according to limits on government authority. 
Resources: used in lesson: 

· Computers – 1 computer per each pair
· Governments graphic organizer + Written explanation
· Graphic organizer on one side and room for students’ written explanations on other side. 
· Graphic organizer will have one row for each type of government (democracy, theocracy, dictatorship, and monarchy) as well as separate columns for students to list important information, advantages, and disadvantages of each type of government. 
· Websites used in WebQuest: 
· BBC. (2012).  Types of government. BBC Newsround.  Retrieved from http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/find_out/guides/world/united_nations/types_of_government/newsid_2151000/2151601.stm.  
· Gilbert, P.S. (2012).  10 types of government.  EHow.  Retrieved from http://www.ehow.com/list_6362207_10-types-government.html.  
· Kids.Net.Au. (2012).  Theocracy. Encyclopedia. Retrieved from http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/th/Theocracy.  
· Scholastic, Inc. (2012).  Government.  Retrieved from http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/government.  
· Teo, C. & Vulgamore, K.  (2001). Governments around the world.  Thinkquest.  Retrieved from http://library.thinkquest.org/C0111527/.  
· Walenta, C. (2010).  Constitutional topic: Political systems. U.S. Constitution Online.  Retrieved from http://www.usconstitution.net/consttop_sys.html.  
· Welch, J. (2010).  Forms of government.  Slideshare.  Retrieved from http://www.slideshare.net/nhsdwelch/forms-of-government-3280223.  
· WinterSoldiers.com.  (2011).  Types of government.  Retrieved from http://www.wintersoldiers.com/types-of-government.html.  
· (n.d.) Forms of government.  Retrieved from http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/wjhs/depts/socialst/hagan/classes/NSLA/NSLA_%20Unit1/forms_of_government.htm.  
· (n.d.) Introduction to the types of government. ODE. Retrieved from http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=5&ved=0CGAQFjAE&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ode.state.oh.us%2FGD%2FDocumentManagement%2FDocumentDownload.aspx%3FDocumentID%3D56981&ei=nKARUNSUGMqm6wHjwIHABg&usg=AFQjCNHFbpd-w9Hpmgvp9njnd0jVNl_soQ.  
Introduction to the lesson: 

1. Students will be put into partner-pairs and sent to work at a computer.  

a. Each individual student is given a government graphic organizer to fill out and turn in at the end of the lesson.  

2. Introduction to WebQuest- Students are informed that they have just discovered a new country!  They are in charge of choosing a form of government that they think will work best for their new country.  
Lesson: 

1. Task for WebQuest- Students must research the four forms of government included on their graphic organizers (democracy, theocracy, monarchy, and dictatorship) and decide which type of government would be best for their new country.  

a. By the end of the WebQuest students will have to have chosen the form of government they would like best for their new country as well as provide a written rationale.  

b. Resources for the WebQuest are bookmarked on each computer.  

i. Resources provided to students are included in the resources section of this lesson plan).  

3. Process- Students will have to use the bookmarked websites to collect information on the four forms of government being focused on in the WebQuest.  

a. The graphic organizer requires students to write down important information about each form of government as well as possible advantages and disadvantages of each.  

4.  After completing their research students must use the other side of the graphic organizer (space is given for this) to write a written explanation of which type of government they chose and why.  Students must mention key information they found during their research to support their responses.  

5. Students will be given time in pairs to complete their graphic organizers using the web resources provided.    

6. As students are completing the WebQuest the teacher will be circulating through the room and offering assistance as needed
Closure: 

1. After students have been given time to complete their graphic organizers for the WebQuest students may complete the written rationale.  This may be done in pairs or individually, if students have conflicting opinions for which government would work best.  

2. As students complete the final portion of the WebQuest the teacher may call on student volunteers to share their responses for their choice.  

3. Students must turn in their graphic organizer + written rationale before leaving the classroom.  
Assessments Used: 

The WebQuest evaluation will be completed using a rubric.  The rubric will include pieces for evaluating students on their participation, their graphic organizer they completed, and their written rationale for their final choice.  The teacher is also able to informally assess students throughout the lesson as he/she circulates through the room as students complete the WebQuest.  
Differentiation: 


This lesson can be adapted for struggling learners through having them complete a Venn diagram rather than a written rationale for two to three forms of government of their choosing.  This lesson can be adapted for advanced learners through providing one to two extra rows to the graphic organizer and requiring students to research one to two more forms of government of their choice.  The websites chosen can also be adapted for both struggling and advanced learners based on the text included, format used, etc.  
