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Summary writing can be a challenge.  A summary is meant to be a short synopsis of the major points of an essay/article.   

Reading:  Read the essay at least two times. Make sure you can speak aloud the main points of the piece.  Do you know why the author wrote this piece?  

Writing:  Even for a short assignment, it is a good idea to write a draft.   The final summary should be about  5-7 sentences for the essays we will be reading. 



Here are some helpful tips to follow when writing a summary:

· Mention the author and any important info about the author in the first sentence but don’t spend too much time on it. 

· Make sure not to copy any words or phrases down straight from the book.  A summary is to be your own words. No quotations are necessary.

· Include the main events/information from the story.    

· Use a college vocabulary. Choose words that are precise and to the point.

· Your opinion does not belong in a summary.


After writing the first draft, reread the piece and check:

· Are all sentences complete?

· Do you mix shorter and longer sentences? 

· Are any repeated ideas removed? 

· New paragraphs (if necessary) are indented
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