Mimi Wreath

Authentic Activity #2

Geocaching in the Middle East

Rationale:  Students will take place in a “Scavenger Hunt” to learn about the Middle East.  The scavenger hunt will take place on school grounds.  Students will work in groups of four to find artifacts that symbolize important aspects of life in the Middle East.  Each artifact will be hidden within the school.  Students will use a scale drawn map of the school to find each artifact. When they find the artifact, there will be an article listing some of the facts about the artifact. The students will then research each of the artifacts to gain background knowledge on Middle Eastern culture.  The students will then create an artifact box that uses the given artifacts and their own designed artifacts to explain the culture of the Middle East.  Due to security concerns, each student group will be monitored by a parent volunteer as they participate in the scavenger hunt.   
Ohio Academic Content Standards: (6th Grade)

C.S. 3:  Globes and other geographic tools can be used to gather, process and report information about people, places and environments.  Cartographers decide which information to include and how it is displayed.

C.S. 8:  Modern cultural practices and products show the influence of tradition and diffusion, including the impact of major world religions (Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam and Judaism).

Lesson Overview:

· Prior to Lesson:

· Teacher must obtain parent volunteers to monitor students during the Scavenger Hunt portion of the project.

· Teacher must create a map of school with a key so students are able to follow directions to get to each artifact.  Place a symbol on the map where each artifact can be found.

· Fun Idea:  If your school has cross-hallways you can name each hallway so that it resembles a city that students can travel through during their hunt.

· Teacher must acquire artifacts from the Middle East.

· Suggestions:
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· Create a brochure for each artifact with 2 or 3 quick facts about why the artifact is important to the Middle East.

· Day of Scavenger Hunt:  Place artifacts around the school (correlate with the map so the students can find them)

· Student groups (with parent volunteer) will study to map of school to create a game plan of the best approach to find all of the artifacts.

· For each artifact found, students must read the accompanying brochure and compare that aspect of the Middle Eastern culture to our own.
· Students can either take the object with them (if you have multiples) or can be supplied with a digital camera to take pictures or may draw the artifact.

· When students have found all artifacts students may return to computer lab to begin research on the Middle East.  
· Students must first visit and read http://www.ducksters.com/geography/middleeast.php
and 

http://kids.britannica.com/comptons/article-204644/Middle-East
(if your school does not have access to kids.britannica.com any other introductory site is ok.
· Students return to http://www.ducksters.com/geography/middleeast.php
· Students will choose a Country of the Middle East from that page to further their research.

· Students will use the site plus other sites they find through the Google or Bing search engines to research more about their country they chose.

· Students (groups) will create an Artifact Box about their chosen country.  Students must include at least 5 artifacts that help to explain life in their chosen country in the Middle East.
· If you worry about every group choosing the same country you may assign countries to particular groups. 
Assessment:  Student groups will present their Artifact Boxes to the class.  The audience will take “notes” over the presentations.  Students will then individually write a paper regarding what they have learned about life in the Middle East and how it differs from life in the United States.
