Complications/risks of Lumbosacral epidural:
· Problems in the use of epidural analgesia include lack of skill of handlers and difficulties in maintaining high hygiene standards under farm conditions. 

· Use of epidural anaesthesia on large numbers of lambs in dirty farm yards would risk the development of spinal abscesses in some individuals and may also lead to overdose in some individuals. 

· A small number of sheep may show mild ataxia and pelvic limb weakness but can maintain sternal recumbency and may stand when approached. 

· Injection into the first intercoccygeal space may be less reliable for production of anaesthesia than injection into the sacrococcygeal space. 

· It may be difficult to identify the first intercoccygeal space in tail docked sheep. 

· Doses greater than 3 ml of 2% lidocaine in sheep or goats (of about 60 kg bodyweight) may result in hindlimb incoordination and recumbency. 

· Rare complications include postural instability, recumbency, haemorrhage if a venous sinus is punctured and infection if sterility is not maintained during the procedure.

