Caudal Epidural Anaesthesia in Sheep

Caudal epidural anaesthesia involves injection of local anaesthetic and/or other appropriate drugs into the epidural space at the sacro-coccygeal or first intercoccygeal junction in order to produce analgesia of the tail, perineum, genitalia and pelvic viscera.
METHOD

1. Restrain the ewe in a standing position against a wall; if recumbent then place in sternal recumbency. Locate the sacrococcygeal space by palpation during vertical movement of the tail - the 'hinge' (ie, the most cranial moving intervertebral joint) indicates the correct position.
2. Once located, clip and surgically prepare this area.
3. Introduce a 19 gauge, 2·5 cm needle
4. Advance the needle until the ligamentum flavum (interarcuate ligament) is penetrated, which is recognised as a loss of resistance.
5. Inject the anaesthetic agent.
6. Withdraw the needle.

The patient should be left undisturbed for five to 10 minutes, after which the required procedure can be carried out.  Development of tail flaccidity indicates successful anaesthesia. A small number of sheep may show mild ataxia and pelvic limb weakness but can maintain sternal recumbency and may stand when approached.
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