Table 1: Common Causes of Acute Diarrhea in Dogs and Cats 

	Young Animals 

Dietary problems 
Parasites 
- nematodes 
- protozoa (Giardia, Trichomonads) 
- coccidia (including Cryptosporidium) 
Viral and bacterial 
Clostridium perfringens enterotoxin 
(CPE)
	Older Animals 

Dietary problems 
Parasites less common but always possible 
- nematodes 
- protozoa (Giardia, Trichomonads) 
- coccidia (including Cryptosporidium) 
Viral causes uncommon in older animals 
CPE (common in older animals) 
Acute colitis (fairly common cause of diarrhea in older animals)
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