The phenothiazine tranquilizers antagonize the CNS stimulatory effects of dopamine, thereby decreasing vomiting from many causes. These drugs also have antihistaminic and weak anticholinergic action. Phenothiazine tranquilizers used as antiemetics include acepromazine, chlorpromazine, and prochlorperazine. Potential side effects include hypotension due to α-adrenergic blockade, excessive sedation, extrapyramidal signs, and a lowering of the seizure threshold in epileptics. Extrapyramidal signs can be counteracted with an antihistamine (such as diphenhydramine).
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