[bookmark: _GoBack]Metoclopramide exerts its antiemetic effects via 3 mechanisms. At low doses, it inhibits dopaminergic transmission in the CNS, while at high doses, it inhibits serotonin receptors in the CTZ. Peripherally, metoclopramide increases gastric and upper duodenal emptying. Metoclopramide is a popular antiemetic for small animals. It is used to control emesis induced by chemotherapy, nausea and vomiting associated with delayed gastric emptying, reflux gastritis, and viral enteritis. There is tremendous individual variability in metoclopramide pharmacokinetics, and oral bioavailability is only ∼50% due to a significant first-pass effect. At high doses or with rapid IV administration, metoclopramide causes CNS excitement by dopamine antagonism (similar to the phenothiazine tranquilizers). Extrapyramidal signs can be counteracted with an antihistamine such as diphenhydramine. Metoclopramide should not be administered if a GI obstruction or perforation is suspected.
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