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Easily one of the most important skills for success in both college and the workplaces is that of written communication.  Both oral and written communication are typically among the top skills looked for by admission committees for graduate and post-graduate schools and by employers. (Adams) However, according to a report in US News & World Report, twenty percent of freshmen entering four-year universities and sixty percent of students entering community college do not have the requisite skill level in math and English and are therefore assigned to remedial classes (Bidwell, 2014). For instance, nearly one third of freshmen entering the California State University system were required to take remediation classes in English (Guzman-Lopez, 2014). A composition course, then, is one way to boost students’ writing skills to prepare them to be successful in college and the workplace. In addition to writing, this course will include readings from a variety of professional nonfiction writing, keeping in harmony with the renewed emphasis on nonfiction in current curricula such as the Common Core State Standards  (“Key Shifts,” 2015).
In addition to teaching students how to write, a composition course helps students develop other important skills. In order to write an informative essay, for example, students practice reading, researching using reliable sources, and analyzing, synthesizing, and citing information. Additionally, according to education professors at Arizona State and Arcadia University, writing improves reading comprehension and “improves a students’ mastery of [a] subject (“Three Lessons,” 2014).  
At Kwangju Foreign School, there has always been a strong emphasis on writing skills. Students at all grade levels are required to write at increasing levels of sophistication. To further improve writing skills, a composition course has traditionally been included as an elective and students in grades 10-12 have been strongly encouraged to take the course. However, while the adopted curriculum for ELA includes writing standards for all high school English courses, no standards or course framework have ever been formally adopted for a composition course. 
Given this, and given the importance of preparing our students for success in college and in the professional world, it is important to formally outline the curriculum expectations of this course. In doing so, I have started with the current KFS curriculum standards for ELA, but have modified them with respect to the Common Core State Standards to better meet the needs of our students. 
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