Hoof Complications – Sheep and Goats
Foot rot.
Aetiological agent
Foot rot in sheep and goats is caused by an anaerobic bacterium called Bacterioides nodusus. 
Clinical signs
Foot rot can be characterized by a variety of signs. The animal will most likely exhibit some degree of lameness. Other symptoms may include a foul smelling discharge, reddened tissue above the hoof, and possibly swelling of the hoof and spreading of the toes.
Treatment & Prevention
1) Infected animals must be isolated from the herd to stop the foot rot from spreading. 
2) The feet of infected animals must then be trimmed to expose the infected areas so that it can drain, dry out, and heal. 
3) Topical sprays or foot baths containing drying agents, such as zinc sulfate, can be used to treat foot rot. 
4) There is actually a vaccine available for the prevention of hoof rot; however, it will be of no use if the other aspects of proper care and maintenance are overlooked. 
5) The best way to deal with foot rot is to maintain conditions where foot rot cannot exist, thus eliminating the economic losses that a bout of foot rot can cause. 
6) The best way to control foot rot is to prevent it. 
7) Animals from a herd that has foot rot, or that are exhibiting symptoms of foot rot themselves, should not be introduced into a herd that is free of foot rot. New animals should be quarantined as a precautionary measure so as to prevent the herd from becoming infected. 
8) Aside from this, minimizing muddy and moist conditions and keeping hooves trimmed regularly will minimize the possibility that foot rot will have a chance to flourish.
