Digit Disarticulation
[bookmark: _GoBack]This was performed using 5mls Lidocaine(2%).

Procedure:
· Clean and remove any gross debris from the area. 
· Clip the hair around the coronary band and prepare the area as aseptically as possible.
· Make an incision between the toes and parallel to the coronary band (1cm above).
· Making a deep incision locate and sever the deep flexor tendon.
· Dissect the soft tissue until you reach bone.
· Locate the joint and using the scalpel blade (or a knife) disarticulate the joint.
· After removing the digit inspect the cut surface to ensure that the tissue appears healthy. 
· Before closing and bandaging of the wound, scrape the surface of P1. This damages the cartilage and encourages fibroplasia which speeds healing.
· If the deep flexor tendon is discoloured or if there is drainage of purulent material then it should be removed.
· Make an incision in the midline above the dewclaw parallel to the deep digital flexor tendon.
· Locate and pull the deep digital flexor tendon out through the incision
· After the tendon his been exposed, transect the tendon.
· After removing the tendon, pass drainage material through the tendon sheath then suture the wound.

Contraindications:
Sepsis of the fetlock joint
Involvement of both digits 
Heavy bulls or cows

