Location of incision
 In determining the location where the abdominal cavity should be opened, the position of the animal certainly plays a role, as well as the indication for performing a laparotomy. In other words, the location of the abnormality in the abdomen and the expected procedure to be performed will influence the choice of abdominal approach. The abdomen can be opened in various locations depending on the animal. 
Cattle      left or right flank incision (standing) 
                paracostal (lying down) 
               (para)median (laying down) 

Horse      flank (standing & laying down) 
                paramedian, parapreputial (laying down)
                paracostal (laying down)
                median (laying down)
                via inguinal canal in cryptorchids (laying down)
                via vagina during sterilisation (standing & laying down)

Small ruminants       flank paramedian 

Pig flank       (para)median
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