General Education

Widener University’s mission is to create a learning environment that connects curricula to social issues through civic engagement. The institution is committed to the study of the arts and sciences integrated with the development of expertise in the professions. General education helps build competent graduates who will enhance society through citizenship, leadership, and collaboration with the local and global community.

The Purpose of General Education

Widener University cultivates critical, creative, and independent thinking to develop undergraduates who demonstrate intellectual integrity, civic engagement, and potential for leadership. General education at Widener promotes awareness and synthesis of different strategies of knowing, questioning, and understanding. Through the integration of experiences both inside and outside the classroom, students learn to act as responsible citizens and to pursue knowledge beyond the boundaries of the university.

The Distribution Requirements for General Education

Widener's general education curriculum requires students to fulfill a set of distribution requirements. These courses provide students with diverse learning experiences, enabling them to engage fully in the world beyond the university. To this end, all undergraduate students at Widener – regardless of major – complete 12 course credits in each of the following:
• Humanities: Includes courses in art history, art studio, creative writing, English, fine arts, history, modern language, music history, and philosophy.

• Science and Mathematics: Includes courses in biology, chemistry, computer science, earth and space science, environmental science, mathematics, and physics.

• Social Sciences: Includes courses in anthropology, criminal justice, government and politics, communications studies, psychology, and sociology.
Each academic major uses a combination of required and elective courses for students to fulfill distribution requirements. The required courses contribute directly to each student’s academic major. Elective courses enable students to explore other areas of interest and provide a well-rounded educational experience. 

Distribution courses frequently serve as a foundation for other courses within the majors. These courses contribute significantly to students’ ultimate success by helping them develop intellectual qualities, cognitive (thinking) strategies, and practical skills. Full-time faculty in the College of Arts and Sciences teach the majority of these courses.

General Education Goals

By completing these requirements, students at Widener fulfill the university’s general education goals, which state that a graduate:

· Communicates effectively.

· Thinks critically.

· Uses quantitative methods effectively.

· Has developed a wide range of intellectual perspectives and methodologies.

Moreover, Widener graduates are liberally educated, possessing knowledge beyond the boundaries of a chosen field or discipline.

Benefits of General Education

Regardless of major, students benefit from general education course work and engaging experiences that prepare them for career opportunities and life roles beyond college. Results from a recent national survey of Widener freshmen and senior students found:

• Widener promotes critical and analytical thinking, clear and effective writing, and a broad general education.

• Widener freshmen describe their course work as emphasizing the importance of “making judgments about the value of information, arguments, or methods” and “applying theories or concepts to practical problems or new situations.”

• Widener seniors are more likely than seniors at other schools to say that their course work emphasizes the synthesis and organization of ideas, information, or experiences into new, more complex interpretations and relationships.  (Source: National Survey of Student Engagement, Widener Report, 2010). 

In keeping with Widener's educational mission, general education helps prepare graduates to act as responsible citizens and to pursue knowledge beyond the boundaries of the university.
For More Information

Consult the Widener University Undergraduate Bulletin for information about distribution course requirements in the various program majors. For specific questions, contact:

Dean Matthew Poslusny

College of Arts and Sciences

mposlusny@widener.edu

phone: 610-499-4336

Widener University Office of Admissions

One University Place

Chester, PA 19013-5792
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fax: 610-499-4676

toll free: 1-888-widener
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