Elements of Best Practices
1. Scaffolding- The ultimate goal for scaffolding is for the student to move from novices to becoming independent learners by gradually giving them more responsibilities by helping them develop the necessary skills.
What is the teacher doing?

Teachers are gradually demonstrating how to do certain skills by:
· modeling how to do a task

· guiding inquiry

· encouraging student interest
· breaking tasks down into manageable parts

· teaching them how to do research
· giving probing questions 

· giving timely, critical feedback so that students can know if they were successful.

What are the students doing?
Student are learning how to do social studies instead of learning about it. 

Students are: 
· Brainstorming

· Using Graphic Organizers

· Vocabulary
acquisition
· Planning compositions
· Developing questions

· Identifying resources

· Peer discussions

Basically learning how to learn.
How I decided on this best practice

I had been a science teacher for 13 years prior to teaching social studies last year and scaffolding is similar to the scientific method that we use to solve problems. It makes sense to break topics into manageable parts and to practice the strategies they will need to use in class. 

According to Chapter 2: The Theory Behind Disciplined Inquiry, Scaffolding can help students plan their learning and monitor their own progress by a process known as metacognition. This can help student retain what they have learned.
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2.  Constructive Assessment- Means to give students many choices about the types of assessments to allow them to show what they know and have learned instead of a standard test that shows what they don’t know.
What is the teacher doing?

The teacher is an advocate that helps the student to learn by allowing students to demonstrate their achievements.

The teacher:

· Provides many options for the students to choose from

· Uses a variety of formal and in formal forms of assessment
· Combines many types of assessments such as discussions, writing, and presentations to match their strengths.

· Offering authentic activities that are similar tasks to the real world 

What are the students doing?

By being able to choose the form of assessment students will be more confident and interested about learning. It can make the assessment more meaningful, enjoyable and memorable. The student could choose from assessments such as:

· writing an essay

· making a poster

· making a video

· creating a PowerPoint
· a presentation to class

· a debate

· do a skit or play

For formal assessments students could also be allowed to write the questions to be used on the test. 

How I decided on this best practice

I taught social studies for the first time last year and I found myself falling into many of the same traps mentioned in these articles. I relied on the book too much, used the standard assessments provided by the book and struggled to race to fit in all of the curriculum.  By using many forms of assessment and giving students choices it will not only make the class more enjoyable for my students but for me as well.

I also liked the idea mentioned in Chapter 2: The Theory Behind Disciplined Inquiry, that by using these different forms of assessment that it builds a student’s self-esteem because it allows them to show what they know instead of what they don’t. 
