Different Approaches to Gastro-intestinal surgery in Ruminants:
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Image 1: showing abdominal organs located on the Left and Right side respectively within a ruminant.


In the case of a left flank approach the following features can be palpated routinely: rumen, spleen, reticulum and its associated diaphragmatic area, left margin of the liver, left kidney, viscera within the omental bursa, uterus and bladder. 
A Left sided approach is the preferred method when carrying out a Caesarian section in ruminants as the surgeon does not have to worry about the intestines or omental curtain hindering their access to the uterus. It is also the best approach when carrying out a rumenotomy.

With a right flank approach, the greater omentum and mesoduodenum with the descending duodenum, the abomasum and pyloric area, reticulum (cranially) , omasum, visceral surface of the liver, gall bladder, right half of the diaphragm, visceral structures within the omental bursa (small and large intestine and caecum), left and right kidneys, bladder and uterus are all palpable features.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]A right sided approach is usually the best when conducting an exploratory laparotomy as most abdominal structures can be palpated from this side.
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