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in cattle. Many past studies have used drugs in ways that are difficult to -
implement in commercial practice. Some have used elaborate
combinations of drugs, some of which are not licensed for use in cattle,
or used experimental formulations that are not commercially available
for cattle (e.g. oral meloxicam). Other experiments have repeatedly given the pain drugs over several days,
requiring additional handling, stress and risk of injury for the cattle.
Measuring Pain
To accurately mitigate pain, one must first know if the *B
animal is experiencing pain and to what degree. Currently ...WC..«BS www BeefResearch.ca
pain in animals can only be routinely measured using Practical and Effective Methods of Pain
behavioural and physiological responses. Depending upon Control
the management procedure being evaluated, researchers v
have used standing, lying, feeding, ruminating, kicking, tail-
flicking, ear -flicking, pacing posture, and weight shifting
behaviours to gauge animal responses to painful practices Click to watch recording of BCRC webinar
and pain control. These behaviours can be recorded, -
counted, and statistically compared. Acute, immediate pain is easier to measure than chronic, long-term pain
(lasting more than 3 days).
Researchers have found that dehorned calves do more
head rubbing, head shaking and ear- flicking than calves Acute pain: shortasfing, intense pain
that have not been dehorned. Castrated calves stand, move| ch.ronic pain: less Intense, longer lasting
and lie differently than calves that have not been castrated. pan
Pain drugs alter these behavioural differences; feedlot bulls that are castrated using pain drugs show fewer
of these abnormal. pain-related behaviuors.
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