Indications for castrating a horse
-To assist in control of reproduction and sexual behavior. It prevents both fertility and unwanted stallion behaviours
-To decrease the occurrence of testicular neoplasia, testicular trauma and inguinal herniation 
-To avoid spermatic cord torsion.
	ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF CASTRATION OF EQUINE CASTRATION

	ADVANTAGES
	DISADVANTAGES

	Aggressiveness is reduced.

By removing the organs that produces testosterone, the horses lose the hormone that causes them to have stallion –like behavior such as fighting and mounting with other horses and aggressiveness towards humans.
	Possibility for problems during and after surgery.
Such as death or infection.


	Maintain a good blood line for breeding stock.
Reduces the occurrence of unwanted pregnancies from animals that pass down genetic defects to their young.

	Cost of the procedure.
Average cost of a castration procedure in Trinidad cost > $15000.00
Cost of aftercare and period of aftercare can be time consuming to the owner.

	Reduce the number of unwanted animals.
Without sperm, there will be no offspring

	Anaesthesia risk is higher in very young foals.

	Gelded horses grow taller than stallions.
 
Testosterone affects the growth plates of bone. Without testosterone the growth plates of the bone do not close and this leads to the gelding growing around half an inch taller than horses with their testosterone. 
	Lack of Stud fees. 
Stud horses are sold for a lot of money and stud horses are used to impregnate mares with their good genes bloodline.

	Prevention or cure certain diseases.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hereditary diseases concerning the testicles such as Cryptorchidism (Undescended Testicles) i
Can be prevented from being passed on to future generations. Also diseases that can occur when the testes are present such as Traumatic injury to the testes are eliminated. 
	Risk of hernia or prolapse in increased.




