Anatomy of the surgery site.
The Testes
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Testicle & Epididymis: Structures that produce sperm cells and testosterone (sex
hormones). These tissues, covered by a layer of tunica albuginea, are targeted (removed)
during the castration procedure.

Vaginal Tunic: Tissue which houses the testicle, epididymus and spermatic cord on
each side of the horse. The vaginal tunic is composed of two layers:

® The visceral tunic (which adheres to the tunica albuginea) and

e The parietal tunic (which is continuous with the parietal peritoneal lining of the
abdomen).

Abdominal fluid fills the (vaginal) space between the visceral and parietal tunics.

Scrotum: The skin surrounding the testes. Each testicle resides within its own scrotal sac.
The two scrotal sacs are separated along the midline by the median raphe.

Spermatic Cord: A plexus of structures which is comprised of the vaginal tunic,
testicular artery, vein and nerve, ductus deferens, lymphatic vessels, cremaster muscle
and genitofemoral nerve.

Gubernaculum: A thin fibrous band that acts as a "guide wire" to direct the testicle from
the abdominal cavity (behind its respective kidney) through the inguinal canal and into the
scrotum.

External (Superficial) Inguinal Ring: A portal (opening) connecting the inguinal
canal and scrotum.

Inguinal Canal: An oblique passageway (about 15cm in length) between the abdominal
cavity and the scrotum.

|
Internal (Deep) Inguinal Ring: A portal (opening) connecting the abdominal

cavity and inguinal canal.
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