Exploratory Laparoscopy
Laparoscopy is a minimally invasive surgical technique used to explore and treat conditions within the abdomen such as colic.  Laparoscopic exploration is a valuable diagnostic tool for conditions such as chronic colic.  Laparoscopy can be used therapeutically, to correct or treat lesions causing some types of chronic or recurrent colic.
Procedure 
This procedure is generally performed in an awake but sedated standing horse, restrained in stocks.  The entire procedure is made possible through pain management with local anesthetics (lidocaine) and epidural anesthesia, with the patient experiencing minimal to no discomfort.
[bookmark: _GoBack]A small ‘key-hole’ incisions (roughly 1.5cm) is made in the abdomen. A ventral midline laparotomy incision has been found to be the most convenient approach to most equine intestinal obstructions. A standing laparotomy through the left paralumbar fossa gives adequate exposure for exploration of the abdomen. A digital camera with a fiberoptic light source and surgical instruments are introduced through the small incisions to explore the abdomen. Additional specialized instruments may be inserted through another incision to address or repair lesions.
A Penrose drain is commonly placed into the abdominal cavity to provide drainage of the peritoneal cavity after surgery.
Benefits
The benefit of using laparoscopy is that often the problem can be identified and potentially remedied without the cost and recovery time associated with a full routine colic surgery. In a certain type of colic (nephrosplenic entrapment of the large colon) the space in which the colon becomes entrapped can be closed and prevent the colic from ever re-occurring.
