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For horses with mild or moderate colic, administer a short-acting, potent analgesic that will control pain but allow an estimate of the severity of the colic episode (based on the speed of recurrence of signs of colic).
Choices of short-acting, potent analgesics include:
· Xylazine (0.3-0.5 mg/kg IV).
· Butorphanol (0.01-0.02 mg/kg IV).
· A combination of xylazine and butorphanol.

If administration of a short-acting analgesic relieves signs of colic for the duration of the veterinary visit (approximately 1 hour), a dosage of a long-acting, moderate-strength analgesic can be administered to ensure that the horse will remain comfortable. Choices of long-acting, moderate-strength analgesics include NSAIDs 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Flunixin meglumine (1.1 mg/kg IV q12h).
· Ketoprofen (2.2 mg/kg IV q24h).
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Box |.Pain Assessment Based on Signs

Mild Colic

- Refusing to eat normal ration.

- Pawing infrequently.

- Lying in sternal recumbency and being reluctant to
stand.

+ Looking briefly at one of the flanks.

- Circling the stall slowly.

Moderate Colic

- Pawing frequently or vigorously.

- Lying in lateral recumbency and repeatedly attempting
toroll

- Looking consistently at one of the flanks.

- Circling the stall vigorously and repeatedly attempting
to lie down.

- Sweating.

Severe Colic

Lying down o falling violently.

Rolling vigorously and repeatedly.

Sweating profiisely:

Preferring to lic in dorsal recumbency.

Moving violently without regard for the handler.
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Table 1. Analgesics for Treating Colic

Amount (mg) for an
Drug Dose (mglkg V) Adult Horse (450-500 kg)
Xylazine 03-05 150-250
Butorphanol 0.01-0.02 5-10

Flunixin meglumine 11 450-500
N-butylscopolammonium bromide 0.3 130-150
Detomidine 0.01-0.02 5-10




